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BEGGAR GIRL. 


CHAP. I. 


Shewing three perſons in their proper elements: 
A proud man in proſperity ; a humble one in diftirefs 1 
and a waiting maid collecting her perguiſites. 


* 


Ir was not che weacher, forthe pitileſs ſtorm 
rattled againſt the glaſſes; nor the roads, ſor 


they were deep and heavy; nor the proſpect, 


for that was obſcured by the rain and miſt; 

but a ſomething there certainly was, which, as 

the chaiſe wheels rolled along the Kent road, 
"996 Il, B „ _ 
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f the journey from Deal to London 
one of the moſt pleaſant Sir Solomon Muſh- 
room had ever taken; and if, as John would 
ſay, © there is ncthing good or ill, but the mind 
makes it ſo by thinking, it is that deep well 
guarded cavern, his mind, we muſt explore for 
the latent cauſe of ſatisfaction which ſhone in 
Sir Solomon's eyes, and glowed on his cheeks, 
when he wrapped his ſurtout cloſe round, and 
leaned in one corner of the carriage to 
meditate — aſter parting with his friends. 
Col. Buhanun had foreſeen that but little 
time could be given to friendſhip at Deal: the 
wind continued fair, and the ſhip being un- 
der weigh, they inſtantly embarked. Sir 
Solomon $ abſence from London was not 
thirty hours, and the pleaſant refleckions 


that occupied him on his return, rendered tbe 


| laſt ten, ſhort as minutes: : They w were N 
cheſe. 7 | FED) ; 4 1 
He had, without a 2 Giling Steben ridded 

ks conſcience and feeling of an 2 2 chat 

bad been no Fer tar on both. xt rt 


THE BR 1 3 
Fe vas relieved from apprehenſions which. 
had lately-haunted both his waking and ſleep- 
ing thoughts; his girls were no longer ex- 
poſed to the intereſting company of a youth 
whom he knew was ſo amiable, that eſteem 
muſt follow his acquaintance. with every. be- 
ing, whoſe-heart was not, like his own, er, 
caſed with avarice and pride. a 
He might boaſt, for who could. now den. 
it? of the great things he had at length done 
for one who was beloved by all his family, and 
reſpected, by all his dependants; of what inte- 
reſt he had made for the appointment; and of 
what a large ſum he had paid for the equipment. 
He had even found an expedient to turn his 
ormer hatred of the Colonel, and contempt 
fof the vagabond to account; for half mad 
man, half fool, and confeſſed murderer, as was 
the for mer, what but to ſecure his good offices 
or Horace, in India, where he allowed him 
to have great connexions, could tempt him to 
cultivate his friendſhip; or what but his ex- 
treme regard for that dear youth, could have 
5 induced him to charge himſelf with the care 
208 a 0 born beggar, adopted by caprice 
8905 by 2 8 and 
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and 3 by whim; whoſe maintenance 
and education muſt coſt him ſome trouble, 
and indeed riſk, as he intended” it moch 


* | ? 
While Gig this wade; of the 


bulineſz how could Sir Solomon be other 
chan perfectly pleaſed ? beſides, he had no 


longer on his own demeſne, among his own 


tenants, an example, which by impertinent 


' compariſon! leſſened the reſpect he proudly 
exacted from all over whom he had power; 


nay, the charity which hadgiven the Colonel's 


Character ſuch eclat, was now reverting to his 
own, ſince he might exaggerate the expence 


of the beggar, without troubling himſelf to 


notice the property fafe in his banker's hand, 


for which the Colonel had neither boat Hor 


emen &- 


It is true, he had ſolemnly enen to 


ö keep the litttle beggar's hiſtory a ſeeret, and 
it is as true, that the alterations in her mee, 


and circumſtances would have enabled him to 


keep that promiſe inviolate, even ſo near 
Penry as Mount Pleaſant; but how n 


* he * to: We the merit he 0 
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pre- reſolved ſhould fill the village, and in- 
deed the whole country, with wonder? and 
as to a promiſe, does any wiſe man ever 
make one without mental reſervation in 
tavour of his own eee 1580 Solomon 
never did. 

On bis arrival at the hotel, he went direct 
ly to the apartment generally occupied by 
John and Betty, chuſing rather to commence 
his connexion with them in a mood of fami- 
liarity, which formally ſummoning them his 
preſence, might impede; indeed the only alloy 
to the triumph of his heart, was a circum- 
{tance that in the plentityde of ſucceſs, had 
eſcaped his recollection, namely, the kind of 
Co. guardianſhip which, by joining the Lord 
of the Manor of Penry, in a ſort of connexion 
with ſuch low creatures as John Brown and 
Eliz. Clark, proved Colonel Buhanun not 
quite ſo careleſs. as he was willing to believe; 
ſaddling the truſt with two ſuch. deputies; 
would have been a ſtill more terrible draw 
back on his ſecret content, had it been poſ- 
aſs for him to foreſee the vaſt" difficulty in 


3 1 rendering 
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FE ROW the Gaps honeſty of the man; 1 : 
the covetous vanity of the e 8 
to his profound wiſdom. 5 


Ne found John meaſuring his Rath on 
the ground, lamenting the loſs of the beſt 
of maſters in one breath, and upbraiding him 
for his cruelty in anne with ſo faichfol a 
- fervantin the next. EY 
Come, come, John,” cried our . 
« rouſe thee, man; what! a ſoldier lay down 
and ery like a ee bh come, be e 
me.“ 5 e 
John half raiſed his head, then without tho 
uſual accompaniment of motion, ſobbed, 


Which falls inta mine ears as water into a lere; 
Nor let no comforter delight mine ear, 
| TY 10 But ſuch a one RING 1 do ſuit with wine. 


e Bleſs me, Rm Pr els Mrs. eu : 


„ what nonſenſe; how can yor? alte mu un- 
|, apap to Sir „ Muſhroom? 


\ # A my * 3 4 FRA e 
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3 Nie Betty ! 55 = 
e ee not an kumbie tongriz ml 
4 1 to the world am like a Ver of watery 100 Mi Þ | a 
[2268 * That in the ocean ſeeks another drop. | a at 
1 Woüld hre broke mine eyeſtrings, crack d tem but 


$1 «Fa look upon him . 1 p 
% Nay, followed him, till he had melted foams q bros 
% The ſmallneſs of a gnat, to air, and then 2 2 
„ Have turned mine eye, and weft. . 


John now. turned his face from the two. 
comfbrerys. s. 90%; e 

Sir Solomon Muſhroom took a chair, and 
Mrs. Betty returned to a buſineſs that "Fl 
moſt delightfully occupied her from the mo- 
ment ſhe knew the Colonel was actually gone 
to that of Sir Solomon's return, namely, col- 
lecting, ſorting, and arranging the parting 
preſents of her munificent maſter; a work 
of time and ſweet labour; during which ſhe 
could not repreſs the expreſſions of rapture 
which a particular inſpection of every article, 
and l a calculation of their value, gave tiſe to; 
what every thing was worth, was in hjer 
reckoning, what they would fetch. Beſides 
the articles already enumerated, there were 
benen things from India, of which the knew 
% ĩ K 5 neither 
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neither the value nor uſe, and which, as well as 
the plate, Sir Solomon thought might with 
more propriety have accompanied the two 
thouſand pounds in his poſſe ſſion; but as that 

- could. not now be, an arrangement immediate- 
iy took place, to the entire ſatisfok:ãon of real 


and the would be poſſeſſor. 8 
Sir Solomon offered, out of his great re- 


ſpect to Colonel Buhanun, to take the writ- 
ing ſtand, candleſticks, and coffee urn, which 
could not be properly made uſe of by people 


in her ſtation of life, at a certain ſum, which, 


3 though not above half the value, being in the 
ſame proportion as much more than ſhe ex- 


pected, or had ever before paſſeſſed, was 


thankfully accepted, the money paid, and the 
bargain conveyed to a coach, while John con- 
tinued to weep, to lament, and to — 


his regretted maſter. 
When theſe. affairs were duly ſer tled, * | 
Sir Solomon gone, Mrs. Betty having nothing 


_ elle to do, thought ſhe might as well attend a 
little to her poor chicken hearted fellow ſer- 


vant that had been, and huſband that muſt be, 
She was perfect miſtreis of every avenue to 


* — 4 
* 9 q 4 — 5 * 
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his honeſt heart, though ſhe: had abandoned. 
it to all the ſorrowful workings that had pre- 
vented his taking food or reſt ; the pleaſing: 
hurry of her ſpirits had indeed ſo entirely en- 
groſſed her, that little Roſa would have ſhared: 
the- fate of poor John, had not her uſual 
good fortune of making friends, ſtill predo-- 
minated; not only the ſervant, but the miſ- 
treſs of the hotel, vying with each other in 
kindneſs and compaſſion, for a child ſo doat- 
ed on by a maſter, and ſo ſoon E bx 
his confidential ſervant. 
Mrs. Betty having vainly implored her 
dear John to think no more of what could 
not be recalled, had recourſe to her hand- 
kerchief, which ſhe was under the neceſſity of 
keeping very cloſe to her face, to hide the 
no tears, proteſting, that well ab ſhe loved 
him, and to be certain her poor heart muſt 
have broken, if he had gone; but however ſhe 
would have waited ſeven years,. and ſeven to» 
that, if poſſible; rather than let ſo good a 
maſter go beyond ſea, without a ſervant who 
knew all his odd ways and humours, if he had 
got t himfelf ſo ordered. That to be fare the 
C good: 


Fay 
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good Colonel took care of every body; and 
now he was gone, to be ſure they muſt take 
care of one another; for why, charity begins 
at home; and to be ſure ſhe had no body in 
the varſal world, to hold her poor head that 
ached ready to ſplit, with crying e h and 
days but her dear John. 

John was not proof againſt all Frag poor 
Betty's aching head. ng. a pillow, and ſhe 
coaxed him to drink one tumbler ot arrack 
punch, his favourite liquor, of which his 
| mw had left an ample ſtock ; and «dry ſor- 

w” having, as be told Sir Solomon, drunk 
his Ba; he coaxed himſelf to a ſecond, that 
was ſucceeded by others, which on an empty 
Romach and, heavy. heart, had a ſoporific ef- 
fect, and ſent one, if not both of che contract 
ed e to enjoy the - heavy. dew of flum- 
7 ber,” Which fs had Wh eden 
FE ed to ah,, 8 n 
„ Seldom viſits ſorrow 3 when 8 tie a 


* 


bn It i is Aa comforter — boys?” xi = 
"When John recovered "74M he 0 go 

| intemperance which afforded but, a mort re- 
lief to bis overcharged mind, he was unable 8 
a” 
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to riſe; the fumes of the liquor, want of reſt, 
regret, which became every moment more 
poignant, gave him both fever and head ach; 
which was increaſed by Roſa, who having 
been ſucceſsfully amuſed the firſt day after 
the Colonel's departure, began to feel his ab- 
ſence, and had crept to his room, to alk what 
had become „ 02 <= 105088 
Betty, who was notably buſtling from room 
to room, happening juſt then toenter, anſwer- 
ed, that he was gone to India. 199 500 
Roſa burſt into a flood of tears. 6 
8 Never mind, Miſs,” cocaine Mrs. 
Betty, « à fat forrow i is better than a lean one at 
any time ; if he ſhould not live to come back, 
you'll never be a beggar again, for he has. 
taken care of you; Sir Solomon” Muſhröbm 
ſays, and to be ſure he knows every thing, tis 
ten to one if he gets alive to India, and if he 
does with his crazy conſtitution, "tis impoſſible 
he can live there—and to be ſure 11 
Betty's harangue was ſtopped by "John? 8 
jumping off the My and Roſa's: falling” on 
the floor,” HJ 0273 2760 HOW ene ene 


+; 47S 25 B 6 d 


YH : 2t THE MEGGAR- eras. 
Betty ſcreamed; flippant as ſhe was, ſhe 
; was not at the bottom ill- natured, and really 
had ſome affection for beth the beings on 
whom ſhe had been inflicting torture. 
Poor Roſa, who com prehended nothing of 
Sir Solomon Muſhrodm' s calevlations, was 
however quite alive to the idea that her bene- 
factor was gone; and that ſhe might never ſee 
him again; her little fortitude gave way; ſne 
fainted ; and John, raiſing her in his arms, 
told Betty with a ferocity in his looks per- 
fectly new to her, ſne had killed the poor: 
child. | 
i Betty continued to cream, and the Sls 
was in an uproar 7 
Sir Solomon, whoſe 3 mind fel- 
a dom gave way to laffitude, while there was 
any thing to do, was by this time returned, 
= and having had ſome converſation with Mrs, 
W Betty, had been fitting quietly reading the 
paper, when he followed the crowd to the 
chamber from whence the alarm proceeded. 
Dead!“ ſaid Sir Solomon; *<impoflible !” 


That. event would have been indeed at this 
125 time 


i 
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time rather premature; the Colonel had not 
probably cleared the land; the news of ſucn a 
diſaſter might yet reach him, and occaſion a 
transfer of property no way deſirable ; he re- 
proved Betty ſo ſeverely, and applied him- 
ſelf ſo earneſtly to the recovery of the child; 
that the former exclaimed, * Why, Lord 
have mercy on us ! why ſure you have not in 
earneſt learned of my maſter to be loving and 
_ charitable ?!“ 

Sir Solomon underſtood the inſolent mean- 
ing; he ſaw Betty added to vanity and 
covetouſneſs, more cunning, and even pene- 
tration, than he had given her credit for, and 
reſolved to treaſure his obſervation. _ 
Roſa revived; ſhe hid her face in the bo- 

| fom of John. The gentle, the ſoothing Sir 


Solomon, took her from her early protector; 


S ſhe was glad to ſee him, and aſked with every _ 
feature animated, if indeed her papa was 
= gone?” if he had left his poor Roſa ? if ſhe 
never, never, muſt ſee him again? 
Sir Solomon darted an angry glance at 
the affrighted Betty, and leading Roſa away, 
told her, his friend was gone only far a 
ſhort 


14 THE BEGGAR GIRL, 


ſhort time ; that he would ſoon return'; that ; 
in the meanwhile ſhe ſhould" ride out in a 
coachievery day, and go into the country, 
where ſhe would have many play- fellows. 
The infant mind is ſoon diverted from 
painful objects; ſatisfied ſhe ſhould again ſee 
her. papa, ſpace was what ſhe had not yet 
learned to think of; warmed by ſentiments 
of gratitude inherent to her diſpoſition, and 
comforted by the preſence of a perſon for 
whom ſhe felt a fond attachment, her vivacity 
returned and while Betty was making peace 
with John, Roſa was actually taken by Sir So- 
lomon in his coach to ſee the wax- work, and 
buy play things; and thus diſſipated her ſadneſs, 

till her return home, when happening to caſt 
her eyes on the Colonel's flippers, ſne in- 
ſtantly abandoned the toys, and ſat on the 
ground, in the darkeſt corner of the room, 
claſping them to her boſom. _ 

Sir Solomon, who had exhauſted a moſt unex- 
pected ſtock of humanity, could no longer act 
the comforter, but left her to John and Betty, 
having given directions to the latter to make 
the proper preparations for Roſa's equipment 
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wit! they. occupied: the apart ments at the 
hotel, for which the Colonel had ns a fort- 
night yet in advance. | 
This wasa mode of proceeding * con- 
Babe to Betty's expectation, and was more- | 
over atleaſt a golden guinea our of her privy 
purſe ;, for the hotel being extremely crowd- 
ed juſt then, and the conſidering the giving 
up the apartments an act wholly dependant 
on herſelf, had no doubt but a proper com- 
pliment muſt; follow the angeline evacua- 
tiog bet ot E Mi 54 agar « 10 e 
ben ſhe  hady, on Sir. Solow 
great regard for every thing belonging to 
Colonel Buhanun, expected he would invite 
Miſs Roſa, John, and herſelf, to Muſhroom= 
place, where, belide being treated as a regular 
lady s maid, ſhe could manage all affairs re- 
at the laſt extremity, without expence; and 
be of double importance in the village, on 
account of che reſpect paid her at Muſhrooms 
Pl fel 11 N 1: Ve 45 91 did * LOTS If 12 
But Mrs. Betty had: now to deal with a 
man, who, expert as = was at calculations 
where 
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where her intereſt was concerned, out caſes 
hted even her. SPiN | 
If the child continued where ſhe was, while 
Betty made thoſe preparations which he ex- 
pected would have been totally left to him- 
_ telf, there would be no reaſon why the two 
fervants ſhould not be diſcharged in London, 
without a pretence to interfere further in the 
future management of Roſa, than viſiting her 
at ſchool 4 whereas if ke took them to Muſn- 
room - place, he could not let the fo valued 
domeſtics of a man he profeſſed to reſpect, 
who were on the point of ſettling, leave his. 
roof till they had one of their own, without 
the groſſeſt breach of appearance; then their 
marriage, if it took place under his auſpices, 
muſt be attended with expence ; and ſhould. 
they, when at Muſhroom- plaee, take it into their 
heads, to fix in the neighbourhood of Penry, 
that would keep up certain remembrances he 
wiſhed; himſelf to forget. Of the White 
Horſe ſcheme he was totally ignorant, and in 
the humour in which he now left Mrs. Betty, 
it was moſt probable ſo he would continue. 
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Betty abuſed Sir Solomon to the maſter of 
the hotel as ſaon as he was gone, for his 
ſhabbineſs, and when his back was turned 
abuſed him for not joining her; but with all 
her love of money, and the many important 
ſchemes ſhe had yet to bring to maturity on 
her mind, ſhe could not fee Roſa in the 
fituation we have deſcribed, without being 


affected. 


The flippers hugged to the child's little 
baſes and wet with tears, brought to her 
recollection eertain promiſes for which the 
had been moſt liberally paid before hand, and 
reminded her alſo of a being, whom. in the 
chaos of her active mind, fluſterated as ſhe 
ſaid ſhe was, had been for e 
forgotten. 

Aſter kiſſing Roſa, me took her in ons 
band, and a baſon of ſoup in the other, to 
viſit the neglected partner of her kfart 
fortune. Had Betty beſtowed as many ages. 
in the ſtudy, how to reconcile herſelf to her | 
offended. or grieved lover, as ſhe had now 
done minutes, the. could not have hit on a _ 

more „ ay | 85 | 


Roſa | 


and 
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Roſa wept as if her little heart was 
proces and Betty placing her on her 
= knee, began an exhortation to John. It 
W-- fenified nothing,“ ſhe ſaid, “ for folks 
d trouble to lie on their backs, and cry God 
help; as for why, folks that would not help : 
themſelves, could not expect ſilver ſpoons to 
drop into their mouths; and as to Miſs 
Roſa, though that ſhabroon, God forgive 
| her for calling a member of parliament by 
_ thar nar, the believed, God help the poor 
child all his fine promiſes “ 2 
ae ſtarted enn, What,“ faid he, 


e Ingratitade ! thou marble hearted fiend, 
2 0 More hideous than the ſea monſter, 


tl thou ſhewn' thy fang? : 
ee To be ſure he has,” replied the damſel; 
c do you think, if he had the leaſt particle of 
regard for Miſs, he would not have invited us 
all to Muſhroom-place, bag and baggage? 
Jove me, love my dog. and now I think on't 
there's poor old Dido left behind, and I don't 
be nobody has minded to give her a mor- 
ſel ſince maſter went. Lou ſee that's ano- 
cher Ah " Sir Solomon's ſhabbineſs; he 
3 2 mought 


— 
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mought have ſaid. che dog ſhould rake the 


run of his kitchen, for 20 bogs" 
Mrs. Betty,” interrupted John, 8 a 
batly ſolemnity in his man Gs & bib n 


.« Virque:eagnotdive + ie nun 150 
, Out of the teeth of emulation 4" B 
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if we, who have ſo much. more reaſon, to love 
our maſter, neglect. this child. whom ke 
to us, or Dido which he forgot — 
Nane you who with fi ſuch ſmall claims, have.” Sui 
Betty neither liked the matter or nner 
of this addreſs, n with, to fas Was r 
unlover like. * 26 
« Me l“ es vs. dung Ross 
« me neglect the dear little en * no, no, 
John, you don't know me.. 
NP never ſpoke a ms more true. 
% But where is Dido? s have 1 2 not 
* care of her?? 6 4 89 
« Poor creature, could. ts a witch; 
John? nog-John;-yotuknow I am not a witch, 
elſe I am ſure I would not let you be ſo croſs; 
I did not know poor Dido was here phe 
cr ahn er _ FINES and r — 
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till the chamber ang: beat ber vut 58 1 th 

beoom. —— Bud: 
„ Beat her! aide: wh and EY 
defies ! did Betty ſuffer a chambermaid, with 


her unhallowed broom, to beat the faithful 


er of the belt of maſters? 
Betty had never but once before * John 
angry. Fe left the room in ſearch of Dido, 


with too much precipitancy to obſerve the 


chryftal drop on her check ; but Roſa, whoſe 
affectionate heart ſympathized in the apparent 


grief of her friend, followed and begged John 


* FX 11 te 


es bi ſhe oth: fs Wn 


The altered tone of bie voice was * : 


for Betty ; ſhe had an hyſteric fit that frigh- 
tened Roſa, cured John 5 ag . made. 


John's s firſt 0 ark 0 Colonels 


departure, was to write a long letter to ſend. 
after him. He felt the force of the obliga - 
tions he had entered into, of taking particular 


| exe of Roſa, and the no leſs binding, though. 


voluntary 
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voluntary one, of being ba old Dido, and 
as well as he was n committed thoſe 
feelings to paper. N 

Betty was in the meanwhile full of buſineſs; 
ſhe had received fifty pounds” of her maſter” 
for Roſa's equipment; half that ſum would, 
ſhe ſaid; have done, but for the inflexible 
folly of John, who inſiſted on ſeeing bills for 
the whole amount, even to the laſt farthing; 
and it was not her cue now, to indulge in her 
ratural penchant for contradiction; inaſmuch 
as, although he had punctilliouſiy adhered, 
not only to his maſter given orders, but alſo 
what he thought he would have continued to 
that moſt important part, which reſpected the 
ceremony that would unite them for ever, or 
at leaſt during the natural life of one party; 
and as ſhe was in momentary expectation, 
when that would have its turn, ſhe was too 
wiſe to throw any impediments in the way 
herſelf; ſo nothing was ever ſo fort, ad fo 
complying's as Mre. ne þ 
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But though Mrs, Betty was not; invited to 


roome place, hexe ſhe longed. to cxhi- 


| Mul 


dit her conſequence, there was nothing to 


prevent her takzüg an ex curſion to Penty, 
when Miſs was ready to go ta ſchool, Hic 
Mas only two mites further. Gips oH 20: 
Conſidering Sir Solomon Muſhroom's 
gteat ſondneſs for the pretty Roſa, there are 
who, would expect, as his coach golled down. 
to Penry every weeks: with; Only his conſe- 
_ quential ſelf im it, he would have placed the 
child and her maid on the vacant ſeai; but as 
the truth, which ſhould not be told at all times, 
vill ſame time or other come out, the reader 

© willpleaſe/to underſtand, that all Sir Solomon's 
affectionate feelings, Which had been very 
hard worked during the laſt, ſix or ſeven 
weeks, evaporated like ether from an un- 
corked bottle, within a few hours after the 
ſailing of the India fleet had been finally an- 
nounced in Leadenhall-ſtreet. 
Af indeed John and Betty had not "Hoe 
the way, and the price of a poſt-chaiſe could 
have been carried to the debit ſide of the 
Ones account, there Is no. ſaying what 
Ko =, might 
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might have been done; but as matters ſtood; 
having placed the twothoufand pounds in the 
funds, got rid of Horace, and in moral cer- 
tainty the Colonel was out of reach of the 
tittle tattle of his two ſpies; he began to 
find, he had impoſed on himſelf a very de- 
grading taſk ; and as the careſſes of the hittle 
| beggar grew more diſguſting from the infor- 
mation of an inward monitor, which told 
him they were unmerited, ſhe was every mo- 
ment leſs the object of his perſonal notice. 
Indeed he now exceedingly regretted the 
recommendation - he had given of Mrs. 
Harley, and her ſchool, as it really appear- | 
ed a kind of preſumption in the Colonel, to 
think of having his beggar ranked with” the 
Miſs Muſhrooms, and he deliberated whether 
after all he ſhould or ſhould not, enquire for 
ſome ſeminary of inferior price, and more 
ſuitable to her upſtart claims. He was, he 
recollected, a governor of the aſylum; yes, 
reader, Sir Sclomon Muſhroom's name was 
ſeen in moſt of the printed lift of ſubſcribers 
to public charities, The food and dwelling 
of "theſe female orphans, were they not 


5 luxuries 
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luxunies to what ſhe could claim from right i 
and as to cloathing, were not all the ſuperfluities 
with which the Colonel had inveſted her, badges 
of the ſame order, though different in appear- 
ances? Ay, but the death of her patron, 
though very likely, was not quite certain, and 
| then thoſe hateful fervants; beſides it was not 
abſolutely impoſſible but fome ill wind might 
ſtill keep the fleet within reach of letters; 
yet to have this vagabond careſſed, reſpected, 
and educated with the Miſs Muſhrooms, two 
young ladies he predetermined ſhould ride in 
coroneted coaches. Well, he had one card 
to play that might ſtill prevent it; ſo Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom's carriage ſtepped at 
Mount Pleaſant two days before that ap- 
pointed for Mrs. Betty's conveyance of Mis 
Roſa in a poſt-chaiſe ro Mrs. Harley's 
boarding ſchool for young ladies. 
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CHAT „ 

The Boarding- School. 1 
WirEx sir Sctomon Muſhroom bad, 
with due ceremony, taken the arm chair 


Mrs. Harley ordered to be ſet for him, and 
that lady's diſmounted ſpectacles were laid on 3 
a book ſhe had been reading, he entered with⸗ ; 
out ceremony on the ſubject on nl he had 
before honoured her with a viſit. 
The recommendation of a ſcholar aeg 
ed the acknowledgement Mrs. Harley was . 
about to make, when he, to her ſurpriſe, con- W 
feſſed he had his doubts, whether aſter the ex- 
planation, which he felt himſelf as a man f 
honour” and veracity bound to make; he 
vor. 8 . ſhould | 
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is # * * 2 4 * 1 — nd af 


| ſhould not rather be chought to merit reproof 
than thanks. 
Mrs. Harley was all ear. 
But he aſſured her, however he might have 
erred in. judgment, his meaning was good. 
Ms. Harley could not, . not doubt 
that. 1 
He ſcorned eden, hho having 
received an obligation, as he conſidered every 
kindneſs ſhewn to his dear Horace, from a 
friend not quite fo ſcrupulous, he had really 
been imperceptibly led into an error, which 
he now waited on her to repair: The young 
pupil he had recommended, was repreſented 
toſher as the daughter and heireſs of a gentle- 
man; but he could not juſtify. himſelf to 
; himſelf, if he. did not inform her that . 
ſhe was in fact an object of charity, taken 
from the loweſt order of deplorable mendi= 
cants ; her mother an Fhandoned, ere 
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with whom ſhe was e to ese Rs. 7 
interviews, though too well taught to N 
them. Colonel Haber a good ſort 5 of a 
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lous by his faoliſh attachment to her. The 
poor Colonel was a pitiable dupe not only to 
this girl's cunning, but two artful ſervants, 
who helped to tutor her, and between 
them but, poor man, he was ſenſible of 
their practices before he left England; the 
ſervants he had diſcharged, but ſuch an im- 
provident adoption was not ſo eaſily diſcard- 
ed; like an excreſcence on the ſkin, though 
fore and troubleſome, * had not reſolution 2 
perhaps tO — 0 
Mrs. Harley liſtened: ON er in be ö 
tention; but prevented the great orators pro- 
cceding farther. by peremptorily declining to 
take a pupil of that deforming and ee 5 
herſelf hurt at his propoſing it. ; 
This was exactly what our Knight . 
and leſt her reſolution ſhould waver, he pro- 
ceeded to urge her to think again on the very+ 
pleas he knew would be moſt objectionable. 
If poſſible, to reconcile what now appear- 
ed inimical to propriety, he truſted ſhe 
would do it; he begged her to conſider ah the 
hy 2 girl 


* 
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to her power, which no doubt ſhe would at- 


idea of the remoteſt connexion with ſuch a mo- 


and fortune, many of them equal to the Miſs 


3 


= 


girl-was really pretty, and certainly oder e 


her looks; ifthe horrible mother got her in- 


tempt, more particularly, as the girl might 
poſſibly retain ſo much of the old leaven in her 
as to hanker after the vices ſhe had ſucked 
with her milk, ſhe would perhaps ſell her 
for the vileſt purpoſes; whereas the example 
and inſtruction of ſo good a woman might 
ſave her from deſtruction, though indeed he 
confeſſed, when the mind was once contami- 5 
nated, certain habits were difficult, and in many 


caſes impoſlible, to eradicate. K 
- Mrs. Harley ſhrunk with horror from: i an 


ther; and the introduction of a. girl from the 
refuſe of ſociety, among children of family 


Muſhrooms; was an act from which her mind 
reyolted;;' indeed ſhe appeared both 3 
and offended, that = Solomon ſhould ever 
have propoſed it. 31 
He ſtood borteed; bor his 3 was 


the * of his dear Fame he hoped 
1 , Mrs. 
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Mrs. Harley would forgive him, and indeed 
that ſhe would weigh well the arguments he 5 
had troubled her with; in which hope he wok 
his leave, and after ſaying the girl would cer- 
tainly be brought ro Mount Pleaſant, and des 
parted,” fully ſatisfied he had ſhut the ddr 
againſt her, and that in conſequence he 
ſhould be at N to e of wee more 
properly. 

Mrs. Harley was a bent ble elegant Wo⸗ 
man, eaſy in her cireumſtances, and content- 
ed in her ſtation ; the graces both of mind 
and perſon were cultivated at Mount Plea- 
fant, by thoſe who poſſeſſed them in the 
higheſt degree themſelves; every ſcience, 
language, and accompliſhment which are 
eſteemed ornamental to the female mind, were 
there well taught and well learned. The 
welfare and improvement of her pupils were 
not merely Mrs. Harley's profeſſion but her 
delight, and the ne He? TE = them | 
was truly maternal. = , 

Sir Solomon's viſit,” his chnvertliong Pr 
alluſions to the intereſt of his dear Horace, 
were altogether extraordinary; ; © fuſpicion® 
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marked no part of Mrs. Harley's character; 
but ſhe had ſenſe and penetration; her heart 
had as many times deplored the fate of that 
young orphan, as ſhe had witneſſed how very 


_ Gear he was to his patron; and that Sir So- 
lomon Muſhroom ſhould on that or any con- 


ſideration, agree to introduce an object ſuch 
as he now deſcribed, to aſſociate with his 
nieces, was an enigma, which left her mind in 
ſuch a ſtate of incertitude as, happily for our 


beggar, delayed her intended rejection till 


the chaiſe ſtopped at the door, and Mrs. 


Betty, i in loud and familiar tones, inquired if 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom was there. 


The Knight had indeed promiſed to Sir 
Clement them into Mrs. Harley's pre- 


ſence; but as we ſaid before of e bis 
had always a mental reſervation. 


. Mrs. Hat ley's looks were ſevere, her man- 


® ner cool. and her words few; her eyes ſeem- 
eld to penetrate the heart, or as Betty ſaid, 
e ſhe looked as if ſhe had a mind to eat 


them.“ Roſa, who had now been uſed to 


the kind attentions every body allows due to 


45 r of a rich man, who * away a great. 
deal 


17 + 227" 
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deal of! money, hung back; ; and ſo hurt was 


Ms. Betty, that one conſideration only pre- 
vented her ſſying off 1 in a buff, and taking 
Miſs Roſa with her.. 

When Mrs, Betty planned the 3 
to Penry, ſhe did it with all poſſible regard to 
her own intereſt and convenience; and 
though the grand affair of her marriage ſtood 
preciſely in the ſtate in which the Low 
had left it, neither advancing nor receding ; 
yet, as old Parker was certainly dying, be 
thought a dinner at the White-Horſe, to 
which were invited her brothers, ſiſters, aunts 
and coulins to the third and fourth genera- 
tion, - might poſſibly make John ſpeak his. 
mind; accordingly, as it might not be deco- 
rous to let him convey Miſs Roſa to the 
ſchool, ſhe had ſet him down at a turning of 
the-road, within a mile of Penry, and extort- 
ed a promiſe from him, to dine with her 
and her friends, when ſhe had left Miſs at 
ſchool ; extorted this promiſe certainly was, 
for he had moſt agreeably entertained her all 
the way from London with his averſion to 
Peary, on account of the falſehoods invented 
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ers of his dear maſter, with the very aer 


*concluſion, if he had not carried his Colonel 
to Penry, his Colonel would have carried him 
to India, a diſappointment he 22 re- 
gretted. 


Mrs. Betty had then the forticude to be 


lent, and in conſideration. of certain conſe- 
quences ſhe had a preſentiment would reſult 
from the dinner at the Wbite-Horſe. h From 
the ſame motive had now the patience to 
lead Roſa forward, telling her che lady \ would 


be very good to her. g 
Roſa hung her head; ſcalding t tears rolled 


dn her crimfoned, ek. from eyes that 


"dared not again meet the repulſive glance of N 
the ranger to whom ſhe Was now con- 


bgned. 5 
Mrs. Harley, 2 — he earneſtly and Glent- 


| 1 examined the features of the pretty beggar, 


felt a growing diſpoſition to doubt the expla- 
nation Sir Solomon Muſhroom! S, benen 
le him to make. 1 5 

There was a deli licate Sen 5 in the coun» 
tenance ce of Roſa, which wholly contradieted the- 
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te that elegance and vulgarity are hereditary. 
features; ſince if ever true elegance Was ſeen 
in the peculiar expreſſion oe. a beautiful: Re, 
it was in that of our beggar. | 
„Hon old is. this child?“ fad the” 
Governeſs: 7 8 „ 
Lord mam * anſwered Bet in Her” 
pert way, impatient at being detained, 8 how: 
frouldFhitw 29% 2012 AY cr 2 I wOnk 
| Betty for once recollected ber- maſter's 
orders, and added, _— "OP Papa, I e 1 
knows.“ Pe 6 
1 papa | pawn "OY Harley vas ill 
ſcrutinizing the face of our heroine, and it 
was fortunately of a 1 chat would 
bear it. 335 . 
„ Will you ſtay with me; chüd TH pin 
Ik you wiloye me like my Papa, Ck 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom.” Fe e 
cc Who, child 2» 11 „e ee 
&* What ! don't you know- Sir Ir Solan { 
Muſhroom, who-promiſed Papa to love me 


dearly, and 58 Aury 57 . play ink ö 
me 7” F r E 210 21-10! 2 
Hrn 2-4 44. 11 . 2b 2544 400 1413 317839 
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- Juſt then a fine girl, a head taller than 
Roſa, ſkipped into the room with the bold- 
neſs and authority of a favourite, to aſk ſome 
trifling queſtion, and caſting her eyes on the 


little ſtranger,” caught her in her arms, ex- 
claiming, Oh, you ſweet creature, are you 
come to tical ? you are quite a little angel ! 
I gever ſaw any thing fo pretty; you ſhall be 


my child; will you come with me and ſee 


7 the other ladies ?” 


Roſa, who though ſtanding noſis Mrs, 
Harley, had till hold of the corner of Betty's 


cloak, let it go, and ſmiling through her 


tears, gave her hand to her new friend, who 
ſkipped with her out of the room with as 
little ceremony as ſhe entered. 
Betty, glad to ſee Roſa ſo well diſpoſed of, 
and more glad to be at liberty, took advan- 


tage of Mrs. Harley's profound reverie, and 


making all poſſible haſte to quit her preſence, 


jumped into the chaiſe. 


. This Governeſs,” faid ſhe, « js but an 
odd ſort of a frumpiſh ill manner body for a 


| ſchool miſtreſs ;” but Penry's white ſteeple ap- 
Ing © the trees * at chat moment, 


. carried 
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carried thither her thoughts, and they were 
ſoon completely occupied. 53 
But before we proceed to the important 
dinner at Penry, as we flatter ourſelves the 
| beggar has made ſome little intereſt in the 
hearts of our readers, we muſt inform them, 
that when Mrs. Harley awoke from her re- 
verie, ſhe was both pleaſed and diſpleaſed at 
the introduction of Roſa, or as ſhe will now 
be called, Miſs Buhanun, among her ladies: 
She felt her ſtrong prepoſſeſſion i in the child's 
favour repreſſed by the idea, that it would ex- 
poſe her to probable, if not certain difficulties, 
ſuch as indeed might be hurtful to the repu- 
ration ofher ſchool; but it was now paſt recall 
ſhe however give particular charge to her 
teachers, when it ſo happened ſhe could not 5 
keep the child near herſelf, to obſerve every 
word and action, and to make immediate re- 
| Port of the ſmalleſt impropriety. 
The young protrectreſs of our heroine, was 
the Miſs Bawſky with. whom the reader is 
already flightly acquainted. 
Mis Bawſky; a ſtout, tall ein of ten years 
of age age, "without 2 remarkable for talent, 
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genius or abilities, was the firſt N in tie: 
fchool, as well with, the Governeſs as her 
ſcholars. Lively, good. natured, friendly, 
Senerous, and agreeable, the unbounded | in 
dulgence of her uncle and aunt had not power. 

to ſpoil temper that. endeared her to Ar. 
Body. | OA | 
Doctor Croak _ his 5 * my it. 

fo much the buſineſs of their lives to prevent 

1 her wiſhes, that, except at times, when the 
if young ladies were permitted to viſit her, the, 
{ | produce of their. very fine garden. was. ſeat to 
ſchoo), and thus united ability, generoſity, and 
9 to e The liking, of chen mo-. 


3 4 4 


oor permanent; Hyg Derg Rot. 
Was no leſs. laſting: than ſincere; at her ear- 
neſt and particular requeſt ſhe was, permitted. 
to exchange her preſent bed fellow, and to. 
ſupply. her place- by her. new favourite; ſne 
inſtructed her in all the rules of the ſchool; 
and as the molt ſtrift obſerver could diſcover. 
none of thoſe traces. of vice, cunning, or vul- 
_ of. W uch Sir Solomon Muſhroom had, 
8 3 himſelf 


TY. 
Vue 
. 
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himſelf expreſſed his fear, and taught Mrs. 
Harley to nen this. lady indulged 
feelings natural to- her-: diſpoſilion and 1 
of Re the child . he was the 
offspring. of miſery, her heart dilated with 
compaſſion ;. andthe ignorant and unpoliſhed: . 
ſtate in which, notwithſtanding the Colenel's. 
care, ſhe found the mind of Roſa, when com. 
pared to: the children of her age, whoſe better 
fortune had placed them at an earlier period 
under her excellent tuition, excited the ſtrong- 
eſt deſire in her to make up by a double 
proportion of attention i" for the t time dne bad: 
— loft. Sn 
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.  # way to get married, and an agreeable ſurpri iſe. * 


WE the White-Horſe anne: or 8 
Was working for Mrs. Betty in a manner he 
had not dared to hope: The dinner was, as 
ſhe directed, ordered and provided there; 
but it was agreed among her relations 
this family meal ſhould be eaten at her 
ſiſter's, leaſt an event that happened the 
ſame morning ſhould make them all mo- 
loncholy. 

This event was no other than the wag ex- 
pected death of old Parker. 

John had formerly hinted a An with to 
become, one day or other, landlord of the 
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pals in which he was born; bur though that 
wiſh had not ceaſed one hour to occupy the 
head and heart of his fellow ſervant, it had 
not a ſecond time entered his own. If indeed 
there was one place on the face of the earth, 
more diſagreeable to John. at this moment 
than another, it was preciſely that where he 
underſtood, as ſoon as he entered the village, 
he was come down to ſettle in. The matter 
had been brought to ſuch a certainty by Mrs. 
Betty and all her confidants, that every body 
he met ſhook hands, and wiſhed the new 
| landlord, as they called him, ſucceſs. ' 2 
Surpriſe tied his tongue; he eſcaped from 
the crowd, and walked towards Mount 
Pleaſant, to meet the chaiſe, and comtmuni- 
cate the ſurpriſe to Mrs. Betty. me 
« Dead?” cried the damſel; &© and is he 
really dead? is old Parker then gone at laſt 2 
well, I ſee nothing at all ſurpriſing in the : 
matter, 
Not in death, Mrs. oY tis the com- N 
mon lot, it is - 
" eee end, 


- 
Kg — 
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And 


2777 vet WII come whenilit eee Jo Eg es, 
"AF. 7 Cowards die many times before their e 
bee OK * The valiant never r taſte of death but once; 


* - * 6 5 4 < 
And” 


res 


2 Cuts off ſo many years of fearing death. - 


: bat what ſurpriſes me is the i invention of this. 
| res village, where I think | 


ot e e Rf lives- ano ſucceſſion nt. 
e Forever houſed, where it once gets poſleſſion.* 8 


"Berry 7 heart beat; "We this was the moſt i im 
. portant minute of her life; and after colle&-- 
ng ber ſpirits und memory, ſhe replied, 
That vas the only thing ſhe wanted. 5 
Tx What 3 aſked J ohn, ith. aſtoniſh=- 
ment.. | 8 
« To be.houſed, | = renin; mes e this, i8 
no time. to ſtand milly ſhall. 1 ;;did not our 
good dear. maſter, God bleſs him 28 * 
« Ay, Mrs. Betty, we who knew him. may... 
well ſay ſo, in ſpite of. * Lander. of this 
eurſed village. . 
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Mrs. Betty bit her lip, and having. got 
over the ſorrow that ſoftened her voice when 
the mentioned her maſter, went on. 
Did not their dear maſter beg and deſire 
| them of all love to ſettle? had he not moſt 
generouſly given the means? could any ching 
ever offer ſo lucky as the ſelf ſame houſe, 
where her dear John's father and mother 
lived and died, and paid every body their 
; own,—where they had nine children live born 
and chriſtened ? 3 

John's eyes grew ot and Betty than 
her arms round his neck, begging him far 
: God' 8 ſake, and what Was more, for her ſake, 
; to conſider, 60 that a bird in the hand was worth i 
two in the buſh;” © time and tide ſtayed far 
no man;” many things happened between the 
cup and. the lip ;“ **delays were dangerous; 
&« he that will not when he may, when he will 
be ſhall have nay;“ with a variety of other 
axioms equally appoſite, and concluded by 
ſaying, that as old Parker died that morning, 
he might be buried in two days; they might 
be appraiſed in the third; go to London for 
their things the fourth; return the fifth; be 
married the Gxth ; ; Set ſettled, and have their 


friends, 
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"friends about them the ſeventh, which would 
be a comfortable week's work. 

John was aſtoniſhed at the fertility of thoſe | 

"ideas which hebelievedtohaveriſen that inflant 
in her teeming mind; and as he! really could offer 

no other objection to the White-Hot ſe, than 
the ſin of defamation againſt his maſter, of 

_ "which, after all chat commodious inn might be 
"wholly innocent, he was at a loſs to account 
for or excuſe, a certain repugnance, and ſecret 
dread he felt of that happy ſtate, from which 
be faw'no poſſibility of eſcaping ; he ventured 
to look into the eye of the fair tempter, and 
made a ſucceſsleſs effort to flouriſh his right 
arm, and put his beſt leg forward, as he re- 

Peated, | 
ET Here T in my time heard lions roar >| 

Have I not heard the ſea, puffed up by wind, 

TSR. Rage like an angry boar, chaffed with ſweat 2 

_« Have I not heard great. ordnance in the field, 
| « And heaven 8 artillery thunder in the ſkies ? 
v Have T not? 

„ Lord, J ohn, witerrdpted Mrs. Betty, 
«how can you ſtand there, talking of fi lights 
'Fou have ſeen in the outlandiſh country ? 
as vel cnoogh of a "WIE evening, when 

one 
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one has nothing to do, but when one may 
ſee ſo many finer ſights and all one's own, + 


tis quite gibberiſh: talk of lions, and bears, 
and thunder ; Lord bleſs you ! what are _ 
to compare to the White- Horſe ?? * © 


John was nonpluſed ; but after one whole 


minute ſilence on the part of Mrs. Betty, and 
meditation on that of her lover, he boldly an- 
ſwered in language more congenial to her 
_ underſtanding ; © that fair and ſoftly went far; 


<thatrepentance often overtook ſpeed ;” that 


things done in a hurry were ſeldom well 


done; © dead men's ſhoes never wore well 


before the corſe was ſhrouded ;”” © yes was 


ſooner ſaid than unſaid; it was eaſier to do 


much than undo little; * to marry in haſte was 


to repent at leiſurez” and finally demanded 


how ſhe had left the child. 


« Fiddle de dee of the child, 1 e 


Mrs. Betty, not a whit the wiſer for John's 
eloquence, though heartily nen at his 
procraſtinating diſpoſition, 

e Fiddle de dee of the child?” roared 
His 1 ag me who FRO Nerd e 


Betty 
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8 burſt into. tera, © and carne: $ voice 
Gd... bers [1 

. „ tell you, Mrs. INS my dear 
gin, the ſin of pee is worſe than witch 
craft, and | | e. | 


” < FF 
„ . 
"+ 


wet - Tis. called e 
+. 10 With ies ack to pay a debt, 4 
„ Which with a bounteous hand was Kindly lent, 


We ſhall never proſper if we. do-not rake: 
care of the child.” _ 
| Rare And how,” faid the ſobbing , "kg 
& can we take better care of her, than by 
baving, as my poor dear maſter ſaid, a home 
for Miſs Roſa, and a houſe for. Dido? for as. 
tc that old canting Succubus, Sir Solomon. 
Muſhroom, he 
: OE What hs interrupted John, colouring, 

* he not. kind to her then? has he d 
ͤ— ˙ ns 
N 1 Have their i ingr atitude in them hereditary 3: | | 
* e Their blood is caked, *tis cold, | 

dn lack of kindly warmth.? 1 SOYA 

. He kind! repliedMirs.Betry eas; vi yes, 
he'll take care of number one; charity begins 
at home with him; what's bred in the bone, 
15 vou 


y 1 I. 
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you—well, I ſay 2 e comes 
home, which pray God- E 40 

« Amen!” quoth 1 ts 
„ But if he ſhould do other” e than 
well. ', 

It was now John's turn to ſob. - 


« Which you know is. very meh, con- 
ſidering what a poor thing he is.“ 


p 
4 


« Oh ſay no more, ſay no more, my dear 


maſter, oh that I were with him! 30g 
« Thanky, Mr. John.” 


There was no little ſpite in 1 Mrs. Betty 80 
'& Thanky.” 


3 cried John, 


cc When ſorrow comes, they co come not t fiogle. ſpier, | 
But in'battalions.” oy 


. Well, well, 1 have done; 1 am always to 
blame; but I am ſure. I am no ſpy ; ; I would. 


not hurt a hair of a fellow ſervant” $ head; 
but if maſter dies 


John could no longer x Oval his . hs. 


curſed himſelf for accepting his diſcharge 3. / 
lamented he had not followed the kindeſt of 


ei 


' hy 
E 4 
we 


2 


maſters and beſt of friends 3 and taxed him- 
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even 


John had ever ſeen them; at preſent he did 


the vacant air, and he went on lamenting his 
| ſervice, that he might again ſerve under his 


in contradiction to Shakeſpeare . himſelf, 
came © with both hands full:” The land- 


4. He that can endure 
To fallow. with allegiance | 


5c a fallen lord, 
Does conquer him who did his maſter conquer, 


4 * place in ſtory; 
But | | 
* 1 dave. ſeen the day of wrong 8 thi litile hole of 
diſcretion, and will riſe myſelf like a ſoldier.” 


Betty's eyes were. now opened wider than 


not ſee them at all, for his own were fixed on 


maſter till he had worked himſelf up to a re- 
ſolution to enliſt as a recruit in the India 


brave Colonel. 
There was no bearing this; juſt as ; fortune, 


lord of the White-Horſe dead; the little | 
throne in the bar wanting nothing but an 


ons whenal all Mrs. Betty's friends and rela- 
| | tions, 


— 
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tions, which compriſed not only the inhabi- | 


rants of Penry, but thoſe of the two or three 
adjoining pariſhes, had ſet her down as the 


certain envied ſucceſſor to all irs honours; to 
ſee a man ſtand humming and hawing; talk- 


| ing nonſenſe out of books, about maſters, 
when nothing hindered his g a maſter 
himſelf; her laſt expedient was a fit; the 
chaiſe ſtopped ; and the whole village, alarm 
ed by her ſcreams, collected to offer aſſiſt- 


ance to the new landlady. 


After a decent time taken for recovery, 


John, reminded every third minute that Miſs 


Roſa being now ſettled at Mount Pleaſant, 


and Mount Pleaſant being but two ſhort 


miles from Penry, he might not only con- 
ſtantly viſit her in the pretty chaiſe cart, new 
painted, but even ſometimes bring her Bome, - 
as his poor deir good maſter wiſhed; and con- 
ſidering that his repugnance to entering into 
the holy ſtate of matrimony muſt give way 
to the neceſſity of the times, he fixed his eyes 


on Betty with a look that had more of exhor. 
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tation than « finooth tongued wooing”” in 


it, and e 8 


8885 — To witful men, 
% The i injuries that they themfelves procure, 
4 Bk Muſt be their ſchool- maſters. N. | 


e e maſters? Lion Jobn, good 98 
don” t talk ſo wild; you are no more fitter 


for a ſchool-maſter, than I for a parſon be- 


ſides there's enough of them there rubbiſſi 
every where; you ſhall be a landlord, John; , 


you forget what you fad once?“ 
No, Betty, but 


An habitation giddy and inſecure | 
g Hath he that buildeth on the a. * . 


Vulgar am ſure you make eln nr 


do you call Penry vulgar? is not there Sir 
Solomon Muſbhroom's fine place? and Doctor 


Croak's? and Mr. Quibble's that was, Squire 


Quibble' s that is? and y Mrs. Feverſnam? 


and didn't old Parker new. tile the old chatch 
and whites aſh: but laſt ſummer, . as ever 


well,” fad n folding bed 
of dounding his arms, 


« There is a ſpecial providence in the fall of a ſparrow ; if it be 
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49 
now, 'tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be now; 


if it be not now, yet | 
and he ſighed deeply, | 
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it will come; „ the readineſs is all ; ſince no man 


© Ready every thing is quite ready,” i 
terrupted Betty, paſſing her arm under his, 
and leading towards the dear White-Horſe ; 


ce they are all an for us; do walk a little 
faſter.” | 


John ſtopped, < oF ſee,” ſaid he, defeend- 
ing from Shakeſpeare into the ſort of quota- 


tions Mrs. Betty could not miſtake, © tis in 


vain to pull againſt the ſtream ; he that's born 
to be hanged need not fear water; needs 8 
when the“ | 

e Thankye, dear John,” and pigs 
pretty hand ſtopped his mouth; * no you 
ſhall not call me names; I never called you 
names, and what's more, never will.” 


There was a witchery in her look and voice 
at this moment which John could not reſiſt; 


he mended his pace, and bid her do 3 as the 
pleaſed, only to remember, 


5 1 a dur 
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. natures do b 
Ro Like» rats "ke ravin down their e _ 
«A Nu evil. 


I willif I can, John. 


and when we thirſt we die. 


0 God forbid ! beſides we e ſhall keep good 


liquor.” 


T "vi were now met Fas Mrs. Betty” s ſiſ- 


ter, who joy fully conducted them to her own 
houſe, where they dined; after which ſhe 
made ſo good a uſe of John's leave © to do 

as ſhe pleaſed,” and her friends were ſo ready 
to give her every aſſiſtance, that the bargain 
was ſtruck, and all matters ſo ſettled, that ac- 
cording to the letter of her arrangement, ſhe 
had the 33 of topping the landlady, with 
her friends about her, on the Sunday | 


following. 


The purchaſe 1 for the leaſe and fur- 
niture being all paid down in hard guineas, 
which Betty thought looked more ſubſtantial 
than fooliſh bits of paper, eſtabliſhed the re- 
ſj ponſibility of the new landlord ; and the ſilver 


falts, caſtors, tes. Pot, milk ewer, 5 &c. 
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vent no ſmall way towards fixing the charags 
ter of his wife. . 
Tbe landlady's a eee Güplay of all 

bad riches, was meant to prove her own great 
| deſerts, while her huſband conſidered the 
public exhibition of them as a grateful ac- 

knowledgement of his maſter's generoſity. 
The countrymen, who are ſeldom deficient 
in mother's wit, and who in general pertectly 
underſtand the Dutch proverb of, Nothing 
for nothing, ſmoaked a jeſt; for though in 
contradiction to the favourite axiom of that 
ſage people, they had ſeen Colonel Buhanun 
circulate fo much/ money among themſelves, 
for nothing, or which 1s next to nothing, a few 
< Bleſs your honours,” and thanks, it was as | 
plain as the ſun at noontide, that the landlady 
of the „ had made her huſband's 
fortune. 
Mrs. 3 10 nde of little bur * 
porting and increaſing her conſequence, af- 
fected to conſider the White-Horſe as a dear 
| bargain, doubled the purchaſe money, and 
generally finaled with, God knew, hundreds 
toon went; a truth none of her confidents 
D 2 5 Pre- 
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pretended to diſpute ; the only myſtery in 
her caſe, which was not now ſolved, was not 
how the hundreds went, but how they came ; 
and Harry, the under butler at Muſhroom- 
place, who, though he had in the village 
phraſe, kept company with Betty off and 
on three or four years, was too true a copy 
of his betters, to have a thought of marriage, 
had the willow preſented to him by one of his 
fellow ſervants, while all the reſt felicitated his 
miraculous eſcape, from the honourable order 
r Tos 
Sunday, the . Sd Mes. 3 
the new landlady of the White-Horſe had 
ever ſeen, when ſhe fat at the head of her own 
table, receiving the congratulations of her 
friends, at length paſſed; and Monday was 
the day of triuinph to her huſband, as it ſaw 
him dreſſed in a handſome plain brown coat, 
ſeated in the new painted chaiſe cart literally 
loaded with cakes, ſweet-meats, and the fineſt 
fruits in ſeaſon for Miſs Buhanun; and a neat 
Japan caſe, which being in his own) keeping, 
had grapes the e * of his ms con- 
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taining beſides ſome fine liqueurs, two bottles 
of otta of roſes for the Governeſs. 
Had Mrs. Brown known how highly dames 

of the Ton value, and how liberally they pay, 
for this ſame otta of roſes, the firſt queſtion of 
who ruled at the White-Horſe, might have 
been that hour determined, and though igno- 
rant of the value, it was with infinite reluc- 
tance ſhe ſaw it put into the cart; but our 
landlord pulled out the cambric frill of his 
ſhirt, proudly mounted his carriage, with 
Dido by his ſide, and whipping off in the 
midft of her expoſtulatory regrets, reached 
Mount Pleafant in the conſcious joy of obey- 
ing the commands of his maſter, benefactor, 
and friend. | | 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom, i in expectation of | 
the little beggar's rejection at Mount Plea- 
fant, and naturally concluding both maid and 
child would return to him, choſe to wait the | 
event in London. The firſt day having paſ- 
ſed, he foppoſed Mrs. Betty had ſtopped at 
Penry, to viſit her friends. The ſame con- 
clufion made him eaſy the three ſucceeding 
ones ; but when a fourth, fifth, and ſixth alſo 
5 9 5 paſſed, 
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paſſed, his mind miſgave him, that all was 


not in the train he wiſhed. 
Merrily rung the Penry bells all Low 


the bridegroom landlord, had given the 


ringers a leg of mutton, and plumb-pudding 
with plenty of amber. Sir Solomon looked 
out of his carriage window, and ſaw. Mrs. 
Betty dreſſed in virgin white, ſeated in the 
bar of the White-Horle, and favours in all 
the hats doffed to the lord of the manor ; he 
| pulled the cheque, and out came landlord an 


 Jaudlady Brown. 


John bluſhed; Bet Gmpered.. "; > 

The Lord of the Manor preſumed. he 
might wiſh them Joys and how 1 was Miſs 
| Roſa? 

Mr. Brown was aſhamed. to Ws the bat 
been at ſchool near a week, without his en- 


= | -quiring after her. 


Mrs. Brown wondered Mr. Brown 1 


3 be ſo filly ; no news was good news all the 
World over; ſhe had left Mils quite: pleaſe 


and happy. 


* 


Sir Solomon, having flattered himſelf they 
had kept the child to witneſs. their dvſpicious. . 0 


nuPtials, v was s {0 ayerpowered with this agree- 
| : _ 


THE BEGGAR GIRL, N 
able information, that he could not imme- 
diately ſpeak; he nodded to 550 n to 
go on. - 
Mrs. Brown, ok abane! no Tot of "0 
notability of her new character, followed with 
courtſies to the ground, hoping his honour 
would continue his favours to the: White- 
Horſe, 

Again the cone was walled! ; Sir Solomon. 
ſtammered, « Why, YO: e what 11 
are you?“ | 

« The landlady, an pleaſe your honour.” 
Another low courtſy. | AY 


Sir Solomon glanced a ungtick eye at" 


Jobs who ſo reminded, advanced with his 
landlord's bow. 5 
Sir Solomon was monſtrous "alli hey 
were his neighbours ; but then again he was 
' monſtrous ſorry too they had been fo haſty ; 
feared they were taken in; wiſhed: mY had 
conſulted him. 
| Penetrated by that wiſh, in which he bal 
coincided, John was on the point of raiſing 
his r to his 8 but a ſmart en by the 


* W SF ſleeve 
9 


— 
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ſleeve from his viſe, prevented ſo egregious 
. 
« So we Goals, 2 faid he 1 « but 


| fattain of your honour” s friendſhip, and being 
very buy, did not dink of troubling r 


ef . $6 Wn are always whe: eat 
Brown, an pleaſe your honour.” 
Right, Brown; good even, Mrs. Brown; 


; go on.“ And the carriage n to 


Muſhroom- place. 
Conſidering what the readers do 0 . 


what they do not know, it was wonderful with 


what philoſophy Sir Solomon Muſhroom took 
his coffee at home, after ſuch a double diſap- 


pointment and mortification; tis true he had 
- a trifling head- ach, raved at the houſckeeper, 

curſed the butler, and was on the point of 
a actually diſmiſſing his valet; but recovered 
Himſelf ſufficiently to drive his Pi. to 
Mount Pleaſant next day. 


Before the Lord of the Manor 8 0 | 


|  - carriage could approach conveniently to Mrs. 


Harley's gate, his groom was obliged to 


| remove dhe new Sis . cart —_— 


+. 


e 18 
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to c Brown, juſt caſed of its — 7 
and in the parlour he encountered the land- 
lord himſelf, with a moi cheek,  __ to 
Roſa. EL 4 ; | „ | 
Poor Sir Solomon! \ was there no end to 
his vexation? while he thought he could 
manage the ſervants of his abſent friend, juſt 
as ſuited his own intereſt and pleaſure, he only 
held them in contempt ; . but for ſuch low 
creatures to intrude themſelves into fitua- 
tions which claſhed with his will and pleaſure, 
was preſumption that juſtly incurred his 1 inve- 
terate hatred. = 
Having brought himſelf to Galler the 
aſſociating a benen with his nieces, as a ſcan- 
dalous degradation to himſelf, he had uſed 
every effort art could ſuggeſt, to "Leven 9 5 
had nevertheleſs happened. 3333 
He had taken infinite pains to perſia FE 
Mrs. Harley he wiſhed her to do, what at the 


ſame time he uſed all the ſophiſtry his 


great pbwers could ſupply, to convince her Ra. 
was improper to be done; here too he was 


foiled; and had he dared to trifle, with the : 4 


5 kown integrity that had counteracted his 
5 8 de 


2 | * 
* 1 . | - - 
A 228 | , A 
. . . 
. # ; T5 
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. the removal of the Miſs ms 
would have been the. (inſtantaneous con- 
ſequence. EAST | 47 | 
No three Soles © on 8 outs be. at. bis 
moment more obnoxious to him than thoſe 


whom it was now e he ones affect. 
to regard with; kindneſs. . 


ah 


When our landlord. was eee Roſa 
was putting the filk into Mrs. Harley's net- 
ting needle, and giving her a long tia of 
1 Naa $ good qualities. | 

John had feaſted 8 on 1 ap- 


probation of his own heart, till from being 
elated he had become ſad; tears were in his 
exes when he tied his horſe's head to Mrs... 
Harley's gate, and the ſound of Roſa's voice, 

Tpeaking of Dido, made them run over. 
Dido flew to Roſa, and Roſa flew to re- 
ceive John, elung round his neck, aſked queſ- | 


TE tion after queſtion about papa, without wait- 


: ing for an anſwer ; and the moment her frock 
1 was Hlled with his preſents ran away, followed 
by es in ſearch 9h, her n. 0 


Mrs. Harley declined accepting. 


« It was my maſter's, maden ſaid: hes : 


« my dear honoured maſter, whoſe heart, 


5.08 1 take him on all in all 1 ſhall not look vp: his like 


again z** 


and why ſhould ſuch a poor pon fellow 
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Mr. Brown would not fit, and could. not 
ſpeak; he preſented the India caſe, which | 


as me talk about his heart; his is the fineſt | 
commander in the army; he led his men 4-0 - 


glory; yes, led them; he was always firſt in 

che poſt of danger; ah, how many a hard day 

and night of duty have rea him 12 with= 
out flinching ; | 4 g | 


His nature is too noble for the „ 
& He would not flatter Neptune for kis cident, . | 
é Or 458 for his power to chunder. *VoͤiI 


not but 


« He hath a tear 1 pity, LI a nk - 
6 Open as day for melting charity; 


'S 


K 

1 „ 3 
1 
„ Io 


but he diſcharged E be took, a another : 


3 2Þ > 


_ ſervant. © 


Mrs. Harley was all attention; Cp was 
the plain ſimple language of grateful affec- 
tion, free from that art of which the Knight 


5 6 e dad 


f 
ko 
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had accuſed him; but her faith in the repre- 
ſentations of the great man, had continued to 
decreaſe from the hour Roſa entered her 
houſe. 

And why, Sir, were you diſcharged, pu 


= faid ſhe, in a ſoothing accent. 


"= MG harged, madam ; no, I beg your 
pardon ; I can never be diſcharged from do- 
ing my duty; my maſter loved that poor 
dear little, hem-hem; he was fond, very 
- fond of Miſs Buhanun ;—ſhe—ſhe—” 
Fes, yes,” replied Mrs. e as I 
perfectiy underſtand all fre is—" 

Mr. Brown looked ſurpriſed. 

« I know her claims on Col. Buhanun,” 
continued Mrs. Harley. 2 - 
« And, pray, madam, who could be ſo 
buſy as to inform you 105 alked Landlord 
Brown. | 
* Solomon Muſhroom to be ſure,” 
anſwered Mrs. Harley ; ec do you think it 
would have been proper to recommend a 
child like this, to ſuch a ſchool as mine, 
without informing me of every particular con- 


cerning her t” . 
Mr. 
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MI. Brown put on his hat, though in the 
preſence of a lady. © 
„Why, look you, madam,” faid —_ bath 
to what is proper to be done, in regard to ſuch 
a ſchool as yours, I know nothing about it, 
but I always thought it not proper for a 
' gentleman to break his word; I never do; 
nor my Colonel never did ; it is a meanneſs in 
a gentleman, and a vice in a private. 


« Life every man holds dear; but the brave man 
« Holds honour far more precious dear than life. bo 


having once ſaid he would take care of that 
pretty young gentleman, Mr. Horace, my 
Colonel will be ſure to keep his word; but 
as to this Sir Solomon, it is quite another 
thing; I heard him promiſe, but 
6% Promiſing is the very air . opens the _ 
of expectation ; | 
and his was made wich 


cc The ſeeming truth which bands 6 times put on, 
« T” entrap the wiſeſt - 5 
ſuch men nd xn} "ts 


* 


| Like rats, oft bite the holy cords in aur 
« Too intricate t' unlooſe; ſoothe 


? 
K 


\ 
"/ 
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Mrs. Harley, who was not quite lo familiar 
with! nor perhaps ſo enamoured of Shake- 
ſpeare, interrupted John, by aſking what Sir 
Solomon. had promiſed. 
Why, madam,” he anſwered, in a firm 
voice, he promiſed, nay he ſwore, he 
would not tell any body, not even his own 
nieces. her play fellows, any thing about, 
about her, Miſs Roſa ; Sir Solomon is a great 
man ; more's the pity ; but he's no change- 
ling, though he is ſo proud, and 
$600 Small things make baſe men proud ;” "> 
however one cannot waſh the blackamoor | 
White; ſo I ſhan't tay ou. more * 


| him * | 
% An pe take ſpeeds bet IP Wan e 


My maſter, as he ſaid, and it was one of the 
_ laſt things he did ſay, changed the nature of 
my ſervice on purpoſe, if the worſt came to 
the worſt, that Miſs Roſa might have a friend 
and a home; God bleſs her, ſhe cannot "ne 
either, if ſhe has juſtice, for- - ĩ 
Landlord Brown was “ i'th' talking vein,” 


and Mrs. Harley not in cue for further inter- 


ruption; but on Roſa's entering, he took off 
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his hat, and the tears ſtood on his cheeks, 
when, as before ſaid, Sir Solomon Muſhroom 
was ſhewn in er Het grounty} 201 
Whatever doubts 3 yet remain on 
the mind of Mrs. Harley, reſpecting Sir 
Solomon's intention to deceive her, were 
entirely done away by the manner of his ac - 
coſting the landlord and her pupil the frank 
and friendly appearance he put on to the 
former, as well as the fondneſs he affected for 
the latter, coſt him, ſhe plainly perceived, 
ſome pains to aſſume; nor was ſhe more im- 
poſed on by the excels of his civility to her- 
ſelf; the whiſpering compliment he paid her 
on her having conquered her prejudice, - had 
more in it of concealed malice than the ap- 
probation his pliant features wore ; and while 
the utmoſt of her penetration could not fa- 
thom a motive for ſuch blended cruelty and 
deceit, ſhe felt all the warmth of her heart, 
which indeed was the very feat of benevolent 
| kindneſs, intereſted for the little pratling 
Roſa, who, ſeated on Sir Solomon's knee, | 
was recounting all the uttle occurrences of 
the ſchool. | f | „ 
5 Mr. 


6% ru vr CERT. 


Mr. Brown, to whom it was now viſi bly 
e to pay any reſpect to the Lord of 
the Manor, haſtened to his chaiſe cart; and 
Sir Solomon having ſignified his intention of 
taking the Miſs Muſhrooms home to dine, 
left Roſa wondering he did not take her alſo, 
and mounting his Phaeton, paſſed the humbler 
vehicle of our friend Brown, with ſuch velo- 
city, as to threaten its deſtruction, and at the 
ſame moment, touching his hat with an air of 
utmoſt condeſcenfion, he be ſaid, ce N met 
Wi landlord.” h 

Tes, replied John, ends RE with (great 
ase kept his ſeat. A 


e. r es a man with 5 au fellows,” | 
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E 


The Boarding School Miſſes. 


Mas. HARLEY's private - 1 | 
tions, and reflections on the conduct of Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom, reverſed all the pre- 
ſent ſchemes of that profound politician; 
Roſa became ſtationary in her favour, and 
every hour increaſed . ehe of her 
friend Miſs Bawiky. 
Elinor Bawſky, as we have d, was * | 
favourite of the whole houſe ; but notwith- 
ſtanding the attention of the Governeſs and 
her teachers, ſhe was the greateſt dunce in the 
| ſchool; ſhe would work plain work for the 
family, from the Governeſs to the kitchen 
maid; 


- 
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maid; run any where for any body ; z hop 
5 through a country dance, and put her partners 
out in a reel; but had no voice or ear for 
muſic; no taſte for drawing; wrote a fad 
fcrawl ; and was, in ſpite of all the care and 
entreaties of the en not only a bad, but 
vulgar orthographiſt. | 
So entirely impoſſible was it indeed to 
make her miſtreſs of a ſingle accompliſhment, 
that Mrs. Harley, though ſhe tenderly loved 
her, entreated Doctor Croak to remove her to 
ſome other ſchool, in hope change of inſtruc- 
tion . Io. an " eration | in 192 
1 | 
This the Doctor nous not ing of; FA 25 
5 "ds Mount Pleaſant as the beſt air near 


IV the metropolis ; and though no doubt her 


improvement might be of importance, life 
and health were his principal anxieties in re- 
gard to her. It was indeed not poſſible for the 
moſt doating parents to be more-ſolicitous to 
preſerve the health and affections of the moſt 
darling child, than Doctor Croak and Mrs. 
Bawſky, were of this their reputed niece. The 

z eu ro did ſay, but What will it not = 


ſay ? leaving the refore the naughty world, We 
introduce the more accompliſhed, but mw Z 
amiable, Miſs Muſhrooms to our readers. 
Theſe young ladies, who were ban | 
heireſſes, and will move in an elevated ſphere 
ol life, were each bleſſed with a certain ſhare : 
of perſonal beauty i e 5 
Charlotte, the eldeſt, now entering her : 
ſeventeenth year, a tall, genteel, well made 
girl, with what is called ſleepy blue eyes, 
light brown hair, regular features, and a fine 
complexion, though a little disfigured by large 
eee wanne Was e favourite of Sir 
— Juſt eur 1 of deen) was Þ after; 
e to her ſtay-maker for conceal- 
ment of a little defect in her ſhape, but her 
face was much more beautiful than her ſiſter's; 
and ſhe had a greater ſhare of vivacity; her 
eyes were alſo blue, but lively and piercing, 
her eye - brows and hair were more dark, and 
her complexion as fair and perfectly clear; 
both had good teeth, a e fine 
une ene CCC 
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They had been early told they were great 
beauties and great fortunes, and they were 
ordered to attend to the fine accompliſhments, 
becauſe they would have a right to expect to 
be peereſſes. Thus inſtructed, no wonder 
they aſſumed a ſuperiority that rendered them 
diſguſting to the young ladies, their com- 
panions, or that no care and attention could 
correct their inborn errors; more eſpecially 
as thoſe very errors were by the ill-judging 
Sir Solomon conſtrued into their e 


virtues. ENTS + 


The intolerable pride which and veto 
ridiculous to others, was by him conſidered as 


omens of future greatneſs; and. che fearful 


ſervility that accompanied every act in 


his preſence, were proofs of dutiful ac- 
. 1 to _ will, and e to his 

boni. 1 2 
Sir " Muſbroom- 8 ele life v was a 
myſtery the world could not unravel: The 
young ladies we have been deſcribing as his 
nieces, were in fact his natural daughters, by 
a woman of low birth and vulgar manners, 
with whom, in ſome former ſcenes of his 
"UW 
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extraordinary hiſtory, he had cohabited, but 
from whom he had been long ſeparated, 
obliging her to accept a ſcanty pittance for 
her ſubſiſtence, ſubject to all rag 1 85 1 
ene and upſtart pride.” | 1 Who 

The woman did not want i te and the 
pole a more than common degree of 
cunning; had ſhe exerted either, the vain 
man muſt have acceded to any terms ſhe de- 
manded; but he in that caſe ſwore to abandon 
her children, and on the contrary, if ſhe con- 


ducted herſelf properly, he enn to ſettle 
them ſplendidly. | 


Proud of her COTE and their attains 
ments, and looking forward to the period 
when he could no longer threaten her with a 
deſertion of his own children; when the rank. 
they ſhould be placed i in would be permanent; 
when ſhe might aſſert her maternal claims; 
thus threatened," and thus promiſed, ſhe con+ 
ſented to give up the title of mother, and af- 
ſume the humbler one of nurſe. GGG. 

The girls, taken at a very early age Form | 

nurſe, were placed at Mount Pleaſant, where, 
while * received the uſual ſchool inſtruc- 


tions, 


93 3 
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tions, their diſpoſitions ppurtrayed a moſt un- 
amiable mixture of their father's oy wide, 
and their mother's low. cunning, - tt 

Every receſs of the ſchool they paſſed: at 
Moon: place; during the two laſt of 
which the familiar intercourſe between them 
| and Mr. Horace Littleton had improved into 
2. partiality on their ſide, which, though not 
unde rſtood by the unconſcious girls them 


5 ſelves, was quickly perceived by the expe- 


rit nced father who, having no conception of 
5 thoſe fine wrought feelings which revolt 
from advantages which the confidence of in- 
nocence might offer, made no doubt but 
Horace would avail himſelf of ſo favourable 
an opportunity, and lay a ſettled plan to carry 
off his favourite daughter, and ſo not only 
deſtroy the fabric on which he had reſolved 
to found the future grandeur of his family, but 
involve him in many difficulties. We have 
ſeen how his mind was relieved from theſe 
vexatious ideas, and we have 3 te Nee his 
5 grateful returns or . beließ a5 
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That Sir Solomon loved his children, i. 
not to be diſputed ; but the auſtere manner 
in which he treated and commanded them, 


was ill calculated to cheriſh: a return of na- N 


tural affection; all the ſoft 1, prings of tender- 


neſs, ſympathy, and filial love were kept in 
ſubjection to fear and intereſt, the two moſt 


potent enemies to real attachment; While 


on the contrary, the mutual, though ſtolen ex- 
change of confidence, bound them unknow⸗ 


ingly to their mother, who under character 


of nurſe, was ſuffered to ſee them, by the 
good offices of Mrs. Harley's houſekeeper, 


notwithſtanding Sir Solomon's prohibition.” 


To her they imparted all their little griev- 
ances, and from her they received ſuch con- 
ſolation as would beſt reconcile them to their 


lot; and ſuch inſtructions as ſhe, from expe- 


rience, knew were beſt adapted to retain and 


* 


increaſe their influence over their father; and 


thus were they from infancy initiated into the 


ſyſtem of pride and cunning, which, though 


in ſuch different ſituations, equally governed 
Sir Solomon Münteeen re Wl 
heli. 2 a: i ths 


They 
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They danced well, ſung a little, played a 
little, drew a little, and were indeed medio- 
critiſts in all female accompliſhments, to 
many of which Sir Solomon having been 
hitherto a perfect ſtranger, he could not but 
conſider them as miraculous ſpecimens of 
that perfection which in a ſhort time would 
aſtoniſh the admiring world. = 

They were now carried to Mushroom 
place, for the expreſs purpoſe of receiving 
inſtruction for their conduct towards Roſa. 
. Young as.. Miſs Charlotte was, her heart 
had received a gueſt which it was leſs eaſy to 
expel than Sir Solomon conceived: She 
turned pale at ſeeing the place of Horace, at 
the bottom of the table, occupied by the ſe- 
cond ſon of Mr. Quibble, the village lawyer, 
who ſucceeded him as money teller, account 
keeper, and amanuenſis; and who, if he was 
not ſo handſome as his predeceſſor, could at 
leaſt talk ten times as much. 
Charlotte's colour varied every time young 
Quibble opened his lips, and ſhe was obliged to 
leave the table, without a ſingle inquiry from 
the politic uncle as to the cauſe. 7," 


THE BEGGAR GIRL, © 73 


Maria talked, and talked of nothing elſe 
but Horace; wondered where he was gone; 


Why he went; when he would return; and 


© indeed was all wonderment and curioſity ; but 


as Sir Solomon would not, and Quibble 


 . dared not anſwer, the ſubject dropped at 
table, to be treaſured up between herſelf and 
ſiſter, for che next meeting with Dorothy; 
and time, © which is the nur ſe and breeder of 


1 5 all good, ſo meliorated the diſeaſe it could 


not remedy, that with the help of a good 
nurſe, one of the young ladies ſoon became re- 
conciled to the grand plans, with which their 


75 uncle began to dazzle them; while the other, 


under her ſage authority and advice, hugged 
a ſecret hope to her heart, of which even her 
ſiſter was not the confidant. 
When the Miſs Marwan: reduc to 
M-ount Pleaſant, their conſequence was not a 5 
little raiſed by the comparative meanneſs of the 
new boarder, whom they now underſtood, was 


dhe identical little beggar, of whom they had 


heard their uncle ſpeak ſo comemptuoully, 
before any event was foreſeen that could poſ- 
ſibly connect ſo deſpicable a brat with them. 

vol. 11. | E | | They 2 
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They conſidered her as a diſgrace to the 
| ſchool; and to do the young ladies juſtice, 
nothing could, be more liberal, than their 
communication on the ſubject; nor could 
any ching be more calculated, to mortify and 
diſtreſs our little heroine, bad it nat been 
: ned. by Ban Harley's ee 5 


mentioned in ths. ſchool, 2 by the. 
warmth of her ſtaunch friend, Miſs. 
{= Bawſky, who declared the whole. ſtory. was. 
_ falſe; that he. knew all, Miſs Buhanun's 
family ; that her uncle attended them; that 
they were all rich "pegple,. and kept their 
coaches ; and as Miſs Bawſky's credit was 
infiaitely greatet than that of the Miss Muſh- 
Toom's, this alſo was treaſured up for. nurſe, 


agqd the little beggar was of courſe, dropt. 


THE BEGOAR” GRE. 


. 
* 
7 
* 
* 17 
\ "DHAT ©. * 3 
a 
* 8 
WS a * -< - 
= — 4s Nn. x — * E. 
nf 2 : % 4 - 1 * ? 

F * 

f 2 1 


$4 | 


Shewing: Sir Solomon Muſbroom's generous made of 
proving himſelf a © friend in ned,” and hoo the 
Beggar is in danger of being the object f bis 8 
3 . e 


Is the meantime, the little fick plant that 
ſcarce gave hope of life, was ſhooting into 
perfection; Roſa grew incredibly faſt, and 
her underſtanding opened {till faſter than her 
| ſtature increaſed ; ſhe was docile, ingenious, | 
and attentive, ſhe was the pride of Mrs. 
Harley, the delight of Mr. Brown, and being 
conſidered as a young lady who would have a 
large fortune, was a great favourite of the 
fneſt of all fine landladies, Mrs. Brown. 


9. 
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Mrs. Brown was indeed ſoonone of the firſt 
ladies of the ſecond order at Peary ; ſhe 
talked faſter than ever, dreſt fine, and in the 
afternoon tea way ker bar exhibited the gen- 
teel thing. ; 

Mrs. F everſhara, 5 old miſtreſs e 
ly read the newſpaper there, and had more 
- than once invited her to dinner; ſo that all 
things conſidered, no vonder Mrs. Brown 
grew fat, and one half « her ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr. Brown, who, poor man, was faſt ap- 
proaching to perfect inſignificance, he being 
as his ſpouſe aſſured Mr. Harry, but half 
ſaved, was moſt opportunely rouſed from the 
bench at his door, where he ſipped amber, 
read Shakeſpeare, and meditated from morn- 


ing till night, declaring, 


Life was dens as a twice told tale, 
53 Vexing the ear of x drowſy man,” 


by being choſen drill ſerjeant to the militia, 
in which employment he re- aſſumed fome de- 


gree of conſequence, and took his amber from 
| the 
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the hand of his tapſter, with the authority of 
one, who had, as he proudly ſaid, to teach 


ç All the unſettled tumours of the land 
« Rath, inconſiderate, fiery volunteers, 
„% With ladies“ face, and dragons? ſpleens,” 


the art of looking like ſoldiers ; and this em. 
ployment not only filled our landlord's time 
in a manner moſt agrecable to himſclf, but 
added to the importance of his wife. 

All this was very pleaſant, and it wanted 
but one thing to be delectable, Which was 
permanence; for truth to ſay, what with fine 
cloaths, fine company, and fine ſervants; for 
John having been uſed to attend on a Colonel, 
and being now a fort of officer himſelf, could 
not ſtand oſtler or farmer; and Betty having 
even, when a ſervant, been uſed to command, 
could not poſſibly, now ſhe was a landlady, 
wait on herſelf. The brewer and diſtiller had 
called rather too often for their bills, and before 
any letters were received from the Colonel, 
there was half a year's rent unpaid, for which 
the landlord was importunate. 

Mrs. Brown finding herſelf olive with 
the fellow's impudence, waited on the Lord 
of the Manor, and on the credit of her maſ- 


1 ter 
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xer's parting direction, requeſted: the Joan of 
an hundred pounds. 

Several ſhips had arrived from India ſince 
the ſuppoſed time of the Colonel's arrival 
there, but as no letters were received from 
Him, there was more than even chance, that 

What money remained of his in the hands of 
the Knight, might be fairly conſidered as part 
of his own finking fund; and in that caſe 
lending Mrs. Brown an hundred pounds 
would be giving exactly that ſum out of his 
own pocket; a ching too mene to be 
expected. _ 
Mrs. Brown was put off from day ro day, 
till all the expected ſhips were arrived, with- 
out a line from the Colonel; fo that really 
Sir Solomon having already diſburſed to ſo 
large an amount for the girl, (Miſs was al- 
ready dropped,) he was ſorry it was not in 
iy power to ſerve Landlady Brown. bp: 
Mrs. Brown, who reckoning on this ſupply 
as a certain fund in reſerve, had given herſelf 
no concern about the bills, was dumb with 
ſurpriſe and diſappointment ; Sir Solomon 


rut asche on ow 1 and ſhe returned home to 
| abuſe 
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2buſe her ſpore, the Colin, and the Lord 
of the Manor. 

« Tlie time paſt ! ” fad Mr. Biba mourn- 
fully, „ is the time then indeed paſt when 
we ſhould have heard from my Colonel ? 
Oh he is dead ! he is dead“ g | 

Mrs. Brown revived. “Dead, repeated 
ſhe; © Sir Solomon has his will, and I dare 
fay, if he is dead, he has left us ſomething ; ; 
four or five hundred pounds at leaſt,” 

64 I dare ſay not,” faid John, tartly ; ce and | 
1 neither expect nor defire it.” 
Mrs. Brown fired up, well diſpoſed to 55 
the point, when ſhe was interrupted by the 
entrance of Sir Solomon Muſhroom, who, 

though he had left her an hour before with 
little ceremony; and leſs good humour, was 
now full of ſmiles, and even jocular. 
Mrs, Brown looked ſullen and her HIDE 
forrowful; but neither ſpoke. 

Sir Solomon however did ſpeak, arid very | 
much to the purpoſe too; he would in the 
firſt place advance any money they wanted ; 

he Wis going to fetch his nieces and Miſs 
. paſs a few days at the Place; and 
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laſtly, he had that inſtant. received a packet 


from Colonel Buhanun, in which were in- 


cloſed, beſides his own, letters for Miſs Roſa, 


for Mrs: Harley, and for Mr. Brown. 


Our landlord toſſed off a glaſs of brandy, 
and gave a loud hvzza. | 
. Sir Solomon preſented the letter to Mrs. 
8 who according to eſtabliſhed cuſtom, 
was in the act of breaking the ſeal, when her 


| Huſband ſnapped it from her, and retired ta 


his favourite bench to peruſe it. 

Such a flagrant innovation of the rules of 
the houſe, would not have eſcaped a warm re- 
ſentment, had not a ſlip of paper, which 


dropped from the letter while Mr. Brown was 
weeping, or in his wife's witty phraſe, bluh- 
' bering over it, been picked up by Mrs. 


Feverſham as ſhe was paſſing the door, which 


proved tb be a draft on Sir Solomon Muſh - 


room for 1 gol. in favour of John and den 


Brown. at 9 8 


Our landlord was taken ill; de was ge 
to lie down; the landlady proteſted ſhe 
would have a new rich ſilk cotlequo gown 
and coat againſt next ſummer. Sir Solomon 

was 


BB: 


- 
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was jocular, the country men winked at each 
other, the bills were paid, and Landlady 
Brown was a greater perſonage than ever. 
Again were the good ſtars of Roſa predo- 
minant; with the letter came packages of 
rich gold and ſilver muſlins, two pieces of 
which were addreſſed to Mrs. Harley, the 
reſt to be divided between Roſa and her 
young friends, the Miſs Muſhrooms. Hence 
the reader will penetrate the motives for ſo 
ſudden an invitation to Muſhroom- place. 
The Colonel's letters were ſhort, but every 
line breathed that ſoul of benevolence which 
graced every action of his life; he beſought 
Mrs. Harley to love Roſa; and he beſought 
Roſa to love him; avowed. his continued in- 
tention to make her his heireſs, and charged 
her to render herſelf worthy that intention. 
Miſs Buhanun anſwered his letter in French, 

which he particularly wiſhed her to cultivate; 
and Mrs. Harley aſſured him the beſt reward 
awaited. his goodneſs a mind like his was ca- 
Pable of taſting; for that in perſon and mind 
he would not probably meet the _ of his 
protegee. 


8 E 5 = : Fhree 


Three ſucceſſive years brought renewed 
proofs of the ſtability of Colonel Buhanun's 
affection and generoſity; during which time 
our heroinè was a conſtant viſitor at Muſh- 
room- place. 
Sir Solomon kept the Miß Muſhrooms at 
Mrs. Harley's till it was proper to introduce 
. them into the world; and the young ladies 
not having received counter inſtructions, were 
fo fond of Miſs Buhanun as to be jealous of 
her ſtronger attachment ro Miſs Bawſky. 
As Miſs Charlotte was now however turn- 
4 of eighteen, and her ſiſter ſeventeen; as 
they were as tall and as handſome as he ever 

expected to ſee them, he began to look round 
for a chaprone to uſher them into [phe 
| like. | | 5 f 
Mrs. Feverſham, the widow of whom we 
have before ſpoken, had been young and hand- 
ſome ; it was her firſt deſire to continue al- 
| _ Cf. 

She had a ficwhi kind of een wit about 
her, which paſſed on ſuch judges as Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom for good ſenſe; ſhe had 
ſeen ſome good company and talked of more; 

| „„ "or 


the vieead cl. 853 


her pattion'for dreſs and pleaſure was the tor- 
ment of her exiſtence, as her. income, not- 

withſtanding ſome fralt acquiſiti tions ſince the: 
death of Ber hüſband, was too contracted, to 

allow that diſplay of tate, i in ws of which 

ſhe boaſted... 

This lady Sir Solomon elected &e the: 
important poſt of chaprone to his co- heireſſes, 
and his propoſals were e accepted with the moſt. 
flattering avidity. 3 

Next to being a beauty and a wit, it was 
Mrs. Feverſham's hobby to be the adviſer 
and patroneſs. of the embarraſſed, and diſ-- 
treſſed of all deſcriptions ; ; ſhe was the privy” 
| counſellor of Mrs. Brown; and indeed the 
monopoly of ſo uſeful a perſon, was no ſmall. 
injury to the village. 

As ſoon as Mrs. Feverſham could arrange 
her privat te affairs, ſhe removed to the Place, 
to receive the Miſs Muſhrooms, whom Sir. 
Solomon declared his intention to take a 
tour before he ſhewed them in London, that 
they might know ſemelbing of life; and pre- 
parations were making for this important: 

MS; bulneſß,, 


- 
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buſineſs under ths direction of the oracle, 
_ Mrs. F everſham, while Sir Solomon waited 
the arrival of an India packet, as Miſs 
Buhanun, who was now permitted to call him 
guardian, was very anxious to receive her | 
letters before he ſet off on a tour which he ex- 
pected would keep him out four months. ; 
Nor was Mrs. Brown a jot leſs anxious for 
| this ame packet. The Colonel's generoſity, 
ſo far from rendering this managing perſon 
' thrifty, was the ſource of improvidence in 
her, and intemperance in her huſband. 5 
John was by this time a perfect Boniface; 
if his clean frilled ſhirt and ſnow white 
ſpaterdaſhes were in order for drill day; if 
he could read his Shakeſpeare | in peace, and 
unload his chaiſe cart at Mount Pleaſant 
every Monday; he never interfered in the 
management of the houſe, except indeed 
there happened to be a tap of bad amber; 
in which caſe Mrs. Brown herſelf was obliged 
to take ſhelter from the ſtorm. | 
Well, after waiting week after week, it was. 
rumoured the expected packet was loſt; and 
LO all the other homeward bound ſhips were- 
* arrived, 
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arrived, the day was fixed for the commence- 
ment of the tour, and al! hope of letters from 
India this year given up. | 

Mrs. Brown who, in expectation * the 


uſual remittance, had put off her brewer and 


diſtiller till now, when though they would be 
very ſorry to inconvemience Mrs. Brown, yet 
as money was ſo ſcarce, and their profits ſo 
ſmall, ſhe could do ſo no longer, again waited 
on Sir Solomon, with the old ſtory of bor- 
rowing an hundred pound, which the Knight 
dared not refuſe, leaſt ſome miracle might 
immediately overtake him with letters from 
India; he however took the precaution of 
having the leaſe of the White -Horſe aſſigned 
for his ſecurity, in caſe of accidents, which as. 
Mrs. Brown ſaid, ſhe knew could not happen,, 
ſhe readily complied with, and Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom, with his two heireſſes and their 
chaprone, with a ſplendid retinue, ſet off on 
their tour. 
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A return ts the Boarding-School... 


8 


ISS BAWSEY, whoſe” attüchtment to 


our heroine bid defiance to time or change of 


2 circumſtance, was, to her infinite regret, now. 
on the point of leaving Mount Pleaſant. : 
Doctor Croak, whoſe ſoaring genius had 
| Pas ſupported Gd knew how, had lately 
laid down a large ſum. of money for the bu- 
fineſs ofa practitioner of the firſt eminence in 


the city. The Doctor might. talk of his 


thouſands as Mrs. Brown did of her. hundreds, 
that they ſoon went; but the myſtery ſtill was, 
how they came. He took the houſe and 


furniture of the gentleman he ſucceeded, as: 
| . 


. 
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they ſtood; converted his chariot into a hand- 
fome coach; hired à ſecond footman; and 
though he retained his villa at Penty, and 
kept a journeyman there, refided principally 
in Walbrook, where Mrs. Bawſky choſe Mis. 
ſhould accompany them. 

We hope the reader has not forgot, that 
Doctor Croak had a ſon; that ſon, though he 
dared not ſhew himſelf in his father's 
fine houſe; though he never approached- 
hearer his elegant carriage than the coach- 
houſe door; and though his name was never- 
mentioned in the family; was yet alive, in 
poſſeſſion of all his faculties ; and it is a ne- 
ceſſary, but painful taſk, at this period of the 
hiſtory, to retrace the conduct of his unna- 
tural father, under the influence oe his 9 
amie. 

The boy had been indulged, a as bi | 
children are generally indulged, by his fond 
unhappy mother, when old Mrs. Croak took 
on her the management of her ſon's houſe ; 
ſhe would alſo have managed her grandſon. 
had ſhe been permitted ſo to do; but there 
was a | ſpirit” of contradiction in the Doctor, 
which. 


88 THE BEGCAR- GIRL. 


which muſt have a ſubject to work on; and be⸗ 
cCauſe the boy really wanted correction, he 
determined no body ſhould give 1t him, 
Thus went on old Jackey and young 
Tackey, till Mrs. Bawſky, delicate lady, 
left her elevated ſituation at Southampton, to 
take the reins of government in her own hand 
at Doctor Croak's; when, among other 
grand diſcoveries, it came out poor Jackey 
was naturally both knave and fool. He was 
ſent to boarding-ſchool, and from having 


1-2 been firſt ſpoiled with blind indulgence, then 


ſuddenly put under the ſevereſt diſcipline ; at 
home, when he was permitted to come, he 
Was bear for a dunce, and deſpiſed as an 
idiot. | 
| Mrs. Bawſky's s nerves were too irritable to 
bear him in her preſence ; he was therefore 
conſigned to a corner by the kitchen fire, 
where he was careſſed and beat as the whim 
took the domeſtics, without a friend to whom 
he could appeal or complain. 

Doctor Croak, among many other cruel 
inſults, was in the habit of upbraiding his 
old mother, with the * chat had ſo often 
. 
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robbed the round and ſound fund to ſupply 
his extravagance, which he told her was the 
ſource of all his errors and misfortunes ; and 
it was perhaps to preſerve his ſon. from a 
fimilar evil, that he never allowed him a half- 
penny in his pocket. 
The child thus debarred from the line 
gratifications and luxuries in which other 
children were indulged, once watched an 
opportunity, and ſtole a penny from the coach- 
man, for which he was on the point of being 
tied up and-unmercifully flogged, when the 
arrival of his uncle, the farmer Doctor, pro- 
cured a ſort of reſpite from all his miſeries, 
and got his. puniſhment mitigated, like capi- 
tal offences in Scotland, by a ſentence of 
baniſhment. _ | ; 

The honeſt uncle, 4 was n as a 
fool by his wiſe brother, fancied there was 
in the atrocities of his nephew, leſs of fault 
than misfortune; nor had. Mrs. Bawſky's 
orations on that ſubject any other effect on 
him than to remind him, ſhe was not a mother. 
Hie offered to take the young culprit with 
b to Eſſex; an offer ſo acceptable to the 
Doctor, 


1 L 
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Doctor, tk he, in his turn, of his own ac- 
ord, offered to pay ten Whole guineas, per 
peur, for his board, till he ſhould gain ſkill 
and ſtrength to hold the plough, when, as he 
then would be able to earn his own keep, it 
would be but fair the ten guineas "ur * 
mould ccaſe. 

This agreement ratified, 3 chexpfelly 
wallked don to Eſſex by the fide of his 
viicle's horſe, now and then getting a lift be- 
- Kind, while his father lolled in his coach, and 

Was the gaze of the village of Peary. 
But although maſter Jack jogged on very 
es mfortably with his uncle and grandmother 
in Efles; there wete three people in Penry he 
was oſten ahxious to ſee; theſe were a poor 
barber, who had married Mrs. Dr. Croak's 
maid; and With his wife, had always proved 
their regard for the mother's memory, by 
43 Nins wersdilk acu of kindneſs to her child ; 
and Eliffor-Bawſky, who, in whatever rela- 
tion ſhe ſtoed to him, whether ſiſter or cou- 


Gy feturned the affection he bore her, with 
intereſt, ſnared her pocket money with 


dr when. under cover of the night he walked 
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to his friend the barber's, which-he often con- 
trived to do, and there ſtay concealed till the 
next night, when he returned to Effex. 

Miſs Bawſky went home every Saturday, 
and remained there till Monday; ſo that as 
ſhe walked about the village, when and 
where ſhe pleaſed, her interviews with young 
Croak was wholly unſuſpected, and theſe 
clandeſtine meetings begun in innocent and 
childiſh affectiop, increaſed in intereſt as they 
grew up, and on that account, as well as 
parting with Roſa, Elinor was overwhelmed 
nen the 2 of e * 
belle. 

The removal of Doctor Croak was a 
ſevere trial to our heroine ; it deprived her 
of the only friend to whom ſhe was in the 
habit of confiding, that grief, and thoſe mor- 
tifications which reſulted from a clear re- 
collection of the miſery from which her un. 
had relieved her. - 

Miſs Bawſky was now in el fifteenth | 
year, and notwithſtanding the advantage ih 
height over Roſa, at the commencement of 

their 
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their acquaintance, the lager” was now full 
half a head the talleſt. . Wh | 
Miſs Bawſky's nl had indeed fo to M | 
of the luſty ſhort middle ſize; Roſa was tall, 
im, and light as a Gofſamere ; ſhe had out 
grown all the defects in her form, which was 
now remarkably elegant and graceful; her 
face could not improve, except the beautiful 
Colour that often animated it, without be- 
coming ſtationary, could have been fixed ; 
it however retained all its faſcinating ſoftneſs, 
and her eyes were brilliancy itſelf; her hands 
and arms, formed with the exacteſt ſymetry, 
were like her face and neck, delicately fair, 
and beautifully contraſted with the dark cheſ- 
nut hair that hung in ringlets to her waſte, 
and ſhaded her fair fore head. : 
Such was the exterior of the miſerable out- 
| caſt charity had reſcued from the dunghill on 
which it was bred, and ſuch, no doubt, would 
be the transformation of many other de- 
Plorable objects, were there hearts to make 


trial. 
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It was Mrs. Harley's maxim, chat the moſt 
a and politic laws are thoſe which are 
enforced by example. | 
Nothing, ſhe would ſay, « is aki: 
taken with ſo much ardour, or compleated 
with ſo m. uch zeal, as where the road to obe- 
dience lies through imitation; and ſhe was 
particularly careful to engage ladies as aſſiſ- 
tants in the ſchool, ſhe could offer to her 
pupils as exam ples, and recommend to their 
imitation 5 
Under the care of ſuch a woman, Mifs 
Buhanun, with the beſt of diſpoſitions, quick 
perception, retentive memory, ſtrong judg- 
ment, and docile genius, could not fail of be- 
ing an object of general eſteem and admira- 
tion. Her voice was melody corrected by 
ſenſibility ; there were no notes in it that 
raiſed wonder, nor any that did not inſpire a 
| ſoft delight. She played with great execu- 
tion both the harp and piano forte; ſpoke 
the Italian like an Ergliſh lady, and French 
like a Pariſian, She drew with taſte, and 
painted to pleaſe thoſe friends ro whom ſhe” 
preſented her little performances; and 
though 


3 
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though, the preſent mode of education. ſoars 


above the < ſteel bar,” Roſa. was a moſt wh 
5 licate artiſt at her needle. . | 


- .. Fhe, misfortune: of her nin. was Sn 
the number of thoſe events, which the mercy. 


and wiſdom of the omnipotent, changes to 


bleflings. Conſcious of her early deficiences, 
nothing could exceed the diligence. of her 


application, and with this diſtreſſing and mor- 
tifing recollection ever preſſing on her 


memory a ſenſe of religious gratitude blend- 


ed and exen r that which ſne felt 
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But with ſo many reaſons, and fuch. a dif. 

poſition to be content, a ſecret. grief preyed 
on her mind; to Miss Bawſky, and to > her 
alone, could ſhe reveal its ſource, 

The Colonel, notwithſtanding he had left. 

ſo handſome a depoſit. in the hands of Sir 

Solomon Muſhroom, had accompanied every 


packet from India with elegant preſents for 
her pocket, beſides commiſſions ſent by his 
agquaintance, to order faſhionable trinkets 
from the * Jewellers; a nch, Pearl brace- 


lets, 


| * a ,, . wo 


lets lockets, &cc. were added to her wardibe, 
which in quantity and quality ſpoke the gene- 
roſity of the donor, and were equally valuable. 
She had but one wiſh ungratified; that one 
however conſtantly preyed on her mind, and 
clouded her moſt brilliant proſpetts. 
In poſſeſſion of all the elegancies, and all 

the comforts of life, Roſa remembered ſhe- 
had a mother, who, if living, was Probably in 
want of bread, and groaning in . 
wretchedneſs. | 

_ Miſs Bawſky had, at the expence of a few- | 
white fibs, contradicted the reports circulated” 
in the ſchool by the Mils Muſhrooms, and 
| ecfjabliſhed Roſe's grand: family, who were, 

| ſhe, proteſted, all grand people who kept 
their coaches ; and as her credit was a little 
better than that of her proud ſchool compa- 
nions, it was implicitly believed; but though 
an impulſe to which even Roſa was not ſupe- 
rior, and which the author will not pretend 
to explain, had prevented her contradicting. 
it, ſhe neither was nor wiſhed to be herſelf 
deceived. 3 

Elinor 


„ 


! 
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- liter was' the faithſul-and ſympathizing 
conſidante of all her recollections and re- 
grets; and the good natured ſolicitude ſhe 


not only expreſſed, but felt, to draw the 


thoughts of her young friend from the miſer- 
able paſt to the happy preſent, was con- 
tinually exerted; but Roſa, who had been 
taught to conſider, that while wiſdom was the 


attainment of life, the exerciſe of domeſtic 
duty, and the practice of virtue, was the bu- 


ſineſs of it, recurred to her wretched parent, 


in the midſt of proſuſion, and in che height 


of all her innocent enjoyments. | 
-« Ah Elinor!” ſhe would ſay, * mean, 


nay,” and her cheeks burned at the humbling 


recollection, abandoned as ſhe may be, is 


gory mother ? have I not alſo a father 


equally wretched ?: and can a child who 


| 


abounds, | whoſe wiſhes are anticipated, ſur- 


rounded by ſuperfluities, — can ſhe, ought ſhe 
to be happy while the miſerable authors of 
ber being are e CY for 
Want! 5 5 


4 


As 


* 
As her underſtanding matured; the filial 
longings to hear of, to relieve, and, if poſ- 
| fible, reclaim her parents, increaſed. 
It is true, that the ſeries of famine, miſery. 
and almoſt every deſcription of wretchedneſs, 
ſhe had ſuffered with theſe parents, particu- 
larly her mother, which perpetually recurred 
to her thoughts, were unmixed with inſtances 
of their parental tenderneſs; her exiſtence 
had on the contrary reſembled the 
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4 Beggar's 8 nephew, now ſtarved and now beaten, 
' * Wholonging to eat, feared himſelf ſhould be eaten; 


but her idea of filial duty was in character 
vith the ſtrict morality of her principles, pure, 
and refined; the failure of duty in others, was 

no exemption to her; The recollected not how 
little, in every ſenſe, ſhe owed her parents; it 
was enough to cloud the ſhort ſunſhine of her 
happy ſituation, that ſuch beings were in 
exiſtence, languiſhing in poverty, or ſuffering 
more than poverty in the effects of their ir- 
regular and intemperate courſe of life. 


VOL. IIs, e The 
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The generous warmth of Miſs Bawſky's 


heart rendered her more than a ſharer; ſhe 
was a fellow ſufferer in all Roſa's anxiety. 


« Well,” faid ſhe, one day, after exerting 


all her wiſdom and eloquence to comfort her 


companion, you are fretting about your 
mother; you who, as you read to my 
Governeſs, can make philoſophy of every 
thing, and every thing philoſophy, while I 

« You, Elinor ! you cauſe ! a 

60 Why, pray now, Roſa, can you, or any 
one elſe, ſay I have not more reaſon to 
fret?“ 

« My dear Elinor, you have not; you 
have mends, natural friends, to love, to pro- 
teck you.” vg 

„ May be ſo, and may be not; for God 
knows where my poor parents grow, or whe- 


ther I ever had any. I think if I had a mo- 


ther, I ought to love her; but as to my aunt 
Bawſky as ſome ſay, and mamma as others 
will aſſert, if I have a drop cf her blood in 
my veins, it is rebellious and unnatural; and I 


do really believe i in my conſcience, if I were 
ſure 
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ſure I ſhould never ſee her again, I ſhould not 
ſhed a ſingle tear. All poor Jack's miſery is 
owing to her; every body ſays what a pretty 
delicate boy he was, and how fond his own 
mamma was of him. Think, Roſa, what 
cauſe poor Jackey Croak has to fret ; he 
loſt a mother too, a good and a fond mother; 
ohit you was to hearhow ſhe begged thatugly 
man, my uncle, as he 1s called, (I hate him as 
bad as my aunt Bawiky) to take care, and be 
kind to her child, and he promiſed he would; 
but I am ſure aunt Bawſky's ſoul and his are 
kindred ; only he muſt be more wicked, be- 
cauſe he negle&s his own child, and cares 
not where the poor boy hides himſelf, ſothathe 
be out of his ſight. Think of that, Roſa ! for 
a man to hate his own child! As to aunt, ſhe 

never had a child, and ſo you know ſhe can 
know nothing about what his poor mamma 
felt when ſhe was dying. I am ſure I feel ie 
very often myſelf.” _ 

Report, as Miſs Bawſky ſaid, and as Mrs. 
Betty Clark had long before alſo ſaid, did cer- 
tainly differ in reſpect to the relation in which 
the young lady ſtood to Doctor Croak and 
| FE 2 Madam 
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Madam Bawſky ; but theſe reports were not 


received at Mount Pleaſant ; and Roſa, who 

had never before hearda ſingle doubt reſpect- 
ing it, was not more ſurpriſed on that ac- · 
count, than diſpleaſed at the freedom and 
diſreſpect with which Elinor, for the firſttim 
in her hearing treated people whowere always 


7 conſidered as blameable for their exceſſive i in- 


dulgence of her. She mildly remonſtrated on 
her injuſtice, and reproved her for the cold 
and even ungrateful ſentiments that had eſcaped 


ä „ 


Elinor was drowned in tears; ſhe was on 
every other occaſion ready to kiſs the rod of 


5 friendly reproof; but nothing could convince 


5 principles ſo uniformly juſt and pure, and to 


her it was in nature for an honeſt man to beat 


bis own mother, and negle& his own ſon ; 


nor that any good woman would make herſelf 
an aſſociate in ſuch unnatural and abhorrent 
acts, whom the law of God nor man did not 
oblige to adopt his principle and conduct. 
Roſa could not therefore quite convince 
Elinor ſhe was wrong, nor could Elinor per- 
ſuade Roſa ſhe was right; but her reſpect to 


the 


— 
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the ſuperior underſtanding of the young re- 
 prover, much more than her own conviction, 
induced her to give up the point. 

The reciprocal exchange of affection and « | 
confidence between theſe amiable girls in- 
creaſed as their minds expanded ; they grew 
as © cherries on one ſtalk,” the more e- 
deared to each other, e WORE thels 
different diſpoſitions. 

Flinor ſaw every thing in Roſa to We 
NET to reſpect; ſhe looked up to her on all 
occaſions ; her opinion was the oracle by 
which, ſaving the one inſtance we have now 
mentioned, ſhe' was governed; and her 
_ _— ſuch as ſhe conceived it perfe&tion to 
| follow; and her own diſpoſition having in it 
a fulneſs of the milk of human kindneſs, 
without an atom of envy or gall towards any 
of God's creatures, except the enemies of * 
poor Jackey ; the moſt unbounded affection 
attached itſelf to a being ſo amiable and 
worthy to be loved as Roſa, _ | 

Roſa, on her part, ſaw in Elinor all that 
natural glow of benevolent kindneſs; that 
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8 integrity; that grate ful warmth 
and unaſſuming modeſty, with which a pure 
mind, would come from the hand of the Crea- 


. tor, did his wiſdom ordain, that beings ſo far 
advanced in reafon, ſhould be ſent immediately 
from his imrhaculate preſence into a world 
very differently peopled, ſuch, a heart as 


Elinor's would have Roſa's to her, 


without the claims of early obligation and 


anremitted zeal for her welfare ;: and their 
friendſhip was founded on, and cheriſhed by 
ſentiments no change of time or circumſtance | 
could alter. 1 

The removal of Miſs Bavſky from ſchool, 


at a period when the loſs of the packet, 


left Roſa in ſuch need of conſolation; when 
the war was ſaid to be extremely hot in India ; 
and when from the Colonel's known intrepi- 


dity of character, it might be naturally ex- 


pected that he would be as ä 
as high in honour. 
“ Alas!“ ſaid Roſa, © > this a tie to 


loſe wy friend?“ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIE. 


Great news from beyond ſea,—the beggar's downfall, 
and Landlady Brown at her wits end. 


ArertntnsIoN was not merely the 
phantom of Rofa's dejected mind; Mrs. 
Harley herſelf, while ſhe ſtrained every nerve 
to inſpire her young pupil with fortitude, 
trembled for her ; -and when Miſs Bawſky 
proteſted at parting, Roſa Buhanun ſhould 
always ſhare her fortune, the good woman 
ſighed involuntarily at the * * 
ſhe might need it. | 
Mrs: Feverſham, all in high 3 high 
feather, and high ſpirit, called with, Miſs 
| Muſhroom' s, to take leave of Mrs, Harley, 
b F juſt 


by 


rr 


it.“ 
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juſt at the time when her mind was ſaddened 
by Roſa's increaſing melancholy, and her own 
countenance portrayed a langour which fat 


ill ona face where benign Placidity had a fixed 


dwelling. . 
Mrs. Harley's looks 3 Mrs. Fe ver- 


ſham on her third hobby, which dreſs and 


rouge had entire ly beat our of the field. She 
adviſed, conſoled, and profeſſed eternal re- 
gard. In one breath repeated ſtanza after 
ſtanza of poetry, applicable, as ſhe thought, 


to the feeling of her auditors, in the next; 
* proteſted againſt borrowed or book wit; hated 
| quotations, then quoted till ſhe was out of 
breath; talked of the divine inſpiration of 


poetry, declared ſhe often felt it; and ſeeing 
Miſs Buhanun paſs the window, made a ſud- 


dien tranſition from the beauty of the mind to 
that of the perſon, by aſking who that ſweet 

5 gir I was, and running to the glaſs, deſired the 
young ladies would remark how exactly the 


contour of that charming girl's face reſem- 
bled her own, but obſerving the ill concealed 
titter, * « I mean in the intereſt .of 


1 
3 


| While 


_ 
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While Mrs. Feverſham was thus amuſing 
web companions, and expoſing herſelf, a 
thought ſtruck Mrs. Harley, that the folly 

for which ſhe was ſo much ridiculed, of af- 

fecting to patronize and adviſe, might at this 


time be turned to the advantage of Miſs - 


Buhanun, and ſhe requeſted to ſay fix words 
to her in another apartment, to o which the led 
the way. 

Mrs. Feverſham, tottering under the blue, 
rod; and yellow ornaments of her head, fol- 
lowed with all poſſible alacrity, and as was 
uſual with her, exchanged the vanity: of dreſs 
for the oſtentation of feeling the inſtant Mrs. 
Harley told her, it was in her power infinite- 
ly to oblige her and ſerve the young lady who 
had been ſo juſtly the object of her admiration. 

Nothingon earth could make her fo happy; 
where could ſhe go? what could ſhe 19995 


what could ſne do? 


For the firſt time Mrs. Harley had given 
utterance to her apprehenſions; ſhe confeſſed 
a preſentiment that good Colonel Buhanun 
had not eſcaped the carnage at Seringapatam, 
rumours of which had reached Britain. 
Fs * Colonel 
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« Colonel Buhanun,” repeated Mrs. 
| Feverſham, What has that pretty creature 
to do with him? ſurely that cannot be the 
little filthy beggar he took out of the 
8 8 
Mrs. Harley, n d it was the 
ſame, and added, if the Colonel was dead 
without providing for her, it were ae 
better ſhe had been left there. 0 
„ Heavens!” cried Mrs. Feverſham, 
bo you terrify me; poor thing, ſhe is ex- 
MO tremely beautiful; I had juſt ſueh a noſe 
| when I was a girl; but what can I do? ſhall 
Iorcak the affecting news to her, and beg her 
not to grieve? ſhall I go to London, and 
make 1 at che India-bouſe'? ?- or 
= _ 
_ a perfedly a 1 che cha- 
7 5525 A the lady with whom the was con- 
verſing; who ſhe knew was in the habit of mak- 
ing a thouſand warm and extravagant offers of 
friendſhip to diſtreſſrd people, at the fame 
time that it was totally out of her power to 
| make o one of the thouſand Ou 


- Mrs, 
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Mrs. Harley reſpected the ſource from 
whence her candour might ſpring ; allowed 
| ſuch zeal, though viſionary, might be ſincere- 
ly meant; and fearing her next offer would 
be to go to Seringapatam, and there inform 
herſelf of the real ſtate of affairs, which how- } 
_ ever well diſpoſed ſhe might be, it would not |} 
have been very poſſible to execute; ſhe in- 
| terrupted her at the third © ſhall I,” by an 
explanation of the mode in which ſhe had an 
idea Miſs Bubanun might be benefitted, with- 
out giving her half rhe trouble ſhe ſeemed i in- 
clined to take. 
Mrs. Brown had often infitied thi the 
Colonel left a will with Sir Solomon Muſh- 
room; that gentleman had however been re- 
markable taciturne on the ſubject, although 
Mrs. Harley bad often, and particularly 
tried to draw him into ſome converſa- 
ties 
Every bill he had pick NET" her for Miſs 
Buhanun, was followed with a ſighing decla- 
ration it was his own money, and parted with 
for the ſake of his beloved Horace. 


Fes — "ms 
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1 as Mrs. Harley knew how beloved 
that dear youth had appeared to be; as not- 
withſtanding the profuſion of expence in 
which Sir Solomon indulged his nieces, for 
ſuch ſhe thought them ; ſhe alſo knew the 
dear, and very dear value he ſet on his gui- 
neas; ſhe had ſtrong doubts that theſe hints, 

like thoſe he had once before favoured her 
| with, originated in an intereſt more near, as 
well as dear, than Horace; and feared 
that ſelf was at the bottom of all. She was 
the laſt woman on earth to ſuſpeA that in 
another ſhe would abhor to be guilty of her- 
ſelf; but ſhe had ſeen a great deal of human 
| nature, had fighed at its depravity, and pray- 
ed for its reformation ; and being once alarm- 
ed at the duplicity of Sir Solomon's conduct, 
in one inſtance; and his extreme caution and 
reſetve in another, where reſerve anſwered no 
one good purpoſe; {tc had propoſed and re- 
jected ſcheme after ſcheme, to get at the 
truth, before it ſhould become abſolutely ne- 
| ceſſary, till it ſtruck her Mrs. TE 

might be of eſſential ſervice.” . 
I Bs OD I'S 
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To truſt that lady by halves, was to make 
an enemy of one, whoſe friendſhip might be 
of importance; ſhe therefore diſcloſed in 
confidence, every corroborating circum- 
ſtance that had led to her preſent ſuſpicions, 
and left to her own diſcretion, how to endea- 
vour to come at a truth in which ſo amiable 
and lovely a 1 was ſo Ferm, in- 
tereſted. HO 
Every fibre of Mrs. Feverſham 8 beürtt fire 
proteſted was ina flame; ſhe inſtantly adopted 

the intereſt of Miſs Buhanun, joined in Mrs. 
Harley's doubts; and promiſed, though ſhe 
could not now digeſt a proper plan to get at 
the truth; that is, whether there was, or was 
not a will, in which was implicated the proof 
of, whether there was, as M rs. Brown inſiſted, 
or was not, as Sir Solomon declared, per- 
ſonal property of alone Bubanun' 8 in bis | 
poſſeflion,. of  : 

80 promiſed Mrs. rena Hadi fo. at 
mat moment ſhe might intend to perform; 
for ſhe was then mounted on the little am- 
bling hobby that took his gentle courſe, car- 
Ting his rider ſafe up hill and down hill, as 


„ * 
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feeling and good bpb pointed ; but the 
inſtant ſhe entered Muſhroom- place, there 
were the two rampant hobbies, wit and 
beauty, waiting to prance away with their 
thoughtleſs rider wherever ſhew and vanity 
led; and ſo Miſs Buhanun and the will were 
forgotten, nor once returned to her recollec- 
tion till after travelling poſt, over great Bri- 
tain, for improvement of taſte, as they were 
returning through Penry, to Muſhroom- 
place, the appearance of John Brown, with 
=  _ flapped hat, and dirty linen, without his 
= Fa | Shakeſpeare, and Mrs. Brown, with tears in 
3 her eyes, drew from the Knight the reaſon 
of his return a month ſooner than he intend- 
ed, ** Colonel Bubanun's name had at laſt been 
ſent to England, in the liſt of the brave men ho 
were butchered at Seringapatam.'” 

Mrs. Fe verſham, though ſhe had 908 a 
mon of witty things, and though being 
ſhewily dreſſed, ſhe had, to her infinite gra- 
tification, been deſcribed as „ one of the 
young ladies, diſmounted in a moment, 
bluſhed at the recollection of the non- per- 
formance of her promiſe, and forthwith ſet- 


* * 
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ting about the amende honorable, anſwered 
the Knight in the common lady- like way by 
an abrupt queſtion, which at the ſame time 
implied a rejoinder. 

Well, Sir Solomon,” fab . reer. 
ſham, © but you have his ẽill? “?? 

Sir Solomon's reply was a an et. 
tion, e. Have I?? 

„ Yes, to be ſure, the Colonel gave it you 
at parting. 
e, Aged! and pray, my prete lady. who 
201d you ſo? ? 

When Sir Solomon 1 paid court 
to. Mrs. Feverſham!s wit, ſhe was his eval 
ee i = was boy pre try Van | 

„ Who, why, Mrs. —no, I forget Who.“ 

Mrs. Feverſham corrected-her:elf, and bit 

her n. as ſoon as * 7 had d eſcaped 


0 4 Naan EL preſune 1% 3 
6c „ e P 
Mrs, * dor 
„ 142 dar is a8 
4 „ The 


. 112 THE BEGGAR GIRL. 


The girl then,—little—awhat do _ call 
her © at 
«© Who!“ able Mrs. Feverſham, in 
an accent of diſguſt and ſurpriſe. 
My uncle means Miſs Buhanun, I dare 
fo,” joined Miſs Muſhroom. 
e Oh, he does; well then, Sir Saloon, 
it was not her neither; it was all the world, 
and all the world believes it“ 
Why then, my good lady, do fo far 
oblige me from this inſtance, as on all future 
occaſions, to ſet down all the world for a body 
that may be groſsly miſtaken ; for be aſſured I 
bave no will, nor do I believe the*Colonel 
ever made one; and to tell you another ſe- 
cret, which all the world is very welcome to, 
l do not think he had any thing to bequeath 
at his death; he was too profuſe when living.” 
J Oh the poor child?” exclaimed Mrs. 
Feverſham, „what with that exceſſive de- 
licacy and beautiful face will ſhe do? 
I never could diſcover her exceſſive de- 
| licacy,” ſaid Miſs Muſhroom, drawing the 
. * her own white kad 4 
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« And a>>to her face,” joined her ſiſter, 
tt ] am ſure the i is too pale to be called beau- 
tiful. ? | 
75 Whatever we is,” ſaid "oh Solomon; 
e ſhe muſt now get her own bread.” 

« *Tis impoſſible, M7 replied Mrs. 
Feverſham. : | 
c She mult ſtarve FONG or return to her 
original trade of begging; one ſuch a fool as 
Colonel Bolan, is quite enough for one 


century.“ 


The great guten of nn were 
now thrown open to receive the liege lord; 
and his ſplendid retinue was followed 

cloſe by landlord and landlady Brown; the 

relatives and acquaintance of the latter; and 
as many of the villagers as dared, under pre- 

. tence of intereſt, in their affair, be ſo bold: as 

to enter the precincts of the great houſe. 

Mr. Brown, contrary to cuſtom of four 

years eſtabliſnment, now puſhed in before 

his wife. Two letters, with black ſeals, lay 
on the table in the great hall, where Sir 

Solomon _—_— tranſacted public bulineſs,. 

ar | : and 
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and where, to tell the reader a ſecret, be had 
directed them to be placed. 
N Pleaſe your honour,” faid Mr. Brown, 
in a voice convulſed with ſorrow, © I made 
bold to come and aſk——” Mr. Brown was 
_ ſtopped; a riſing in the throat prevented his 
ay ing tobat he came to aſk. 
„ What would neighbour Brown wiſh to 
| know ?” faid Sir Solomon, calmly, breaking 


1 one of the black ſeals. 


| Mrs. Brown now got into her place be- 
fore her huſband, and as he could not, and as 
th cou? d ſpeak, after a low curteſy and ex- 
pectant ſimper, ſaid, ſhe and her good man 
| waited on his honour, to know about his 
| honour their late maſter's will.” 
* Away! away! woman,” roared Land- 
lord Brown, in a voice that ſhook the lofty 
roof; „ J want no will, 1 want only to aſk 
to know if his honour—Sir Solomon is ſure— 
| if he is certain—if there is no pn ling my 
waſer | 

Again 3 Born Was Ropped * his 


feelings. 
Sir 
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Sir Solomon having run through his let- 
ters, gave one io Mr. Brown, as an anſwer: 
to his half uttered queſtion, and the other to 


his wife, as a final end to her ſolicitude _ 
the will. 


Mr. ee e . and over- 


8 eyes induced Mrs. Fe verſham to of- 
fer herſelf as clerk on the occaſion; and he, 


with a ſort of half bow having accepted her 


aſſiſtance, ſhe read the rn 1 
rather petition. 


Fr, 


&.- 3 
1 * 1 % C%. 13% We 
* 


To the reer onerebe! bes onere Sar Solomon 
Muſproom, am of his majeſtes . reet onerebel 


Perlement men the bumbel peteefoun of 


| James Buchan fra North Breeton | 


"WE: PLES YOUR onkR, 


ö 5 


x « Thes es tull enforme yer oner that ai 
am areeved anes mair untul mine ane lond 
wi ane erm bleiſſed be Gode for aw hes 
gudeneſs, reet ſair ame ai tull enforme yor 
onere my gude maiſter Colonel Buhanun fele 
dede by my ſeed wi mony a bleedy wound 
al 


we 


e ̃⁵˙ wN , 62s- Salve — — 4 rhars a — 
- 8 
4 * 
— 
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ai need na tele ye his onere was a mon o 
mickle courage, an mickle oner ah wae es 
me, hes pure unworthy ſervant tull ha leeved 


tull bring hame ſic heavy teedings ai dinna 
Ken hoo et was but when the canon ball tuk. 
of mine erm, mine ene claiſed an aw my ſenſes 


ganged awa cn the vary enſtent mi onered 
maiſter- fele ane Maiſter Macpherſon oor 
ſurgon wha. kened weel mine aunty Meg 


wen ſhe tuke cherge of oor lairds bairn tuke 
mee frac the blade felde an noo E 'muckle 
_- Kindneſs fent me hame 


Te may be ſhoore I dinna neglact to mak 
mickle enquirie aboot mi pure maiſter but 
the deil himſel cud na lee aboon groond en 
thaut hote lond ane day eftcr. he was dede ah 


twad mak yor hert blede tull ſpeer hoo mony 


bonny ſcots lad lees en the curſed grood leeken 


5 doges an ſae mi pure Colonel cud na get a 


creeſten cofein ai dinna doot but hes mad 
a wull an ef fac petteeſhon yor onere for my 


legecy tull aſſeeſt me hame tull aberdeen an : 


ail be boonden tull yor onernere tull ſpeke t tull 


wer e oners the diraQtors for a ma allooance 
4 | % for 


£34 


— 
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for mine erm thaut ai ma gang to Scotland an 
dee en peace en mine ane lond an yer pet- 
teeſnoner wull be boonden to pray for TT 
oner cal dethe 


- JAMES BUCHAN,” 


Mrs. Brown thanked God ſhe could write 
and read written hand ; yetas Madam Fever- 
ſham was a fine ſcholar, and ſhe was all over 
in tremblation, ſhe begged that lady would 
read the other letter alſo, which ſhe very _ 
obligingly did as 9 


— — manned 


5 Sm, 


* As I have had the 3 to tranſmit to 
you ſevera] packets from Colonel Buhanun, 
in India, take the liberty of requeſting you 
will inform me who are his executors, as ſome 
papers of a private nature have come to my 
hand, which I wiſh to deliver to them only: 
I recolle&t the laſt time I had the pleaſure to 
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ſee * brave and worthy man, which was at 
Bath ſoon after his arrival in England, hav- 
ing ſome converſation with him. reſpecting a 
will, which I took the liberty of hinting was, 
in his, uncertain ſtate of health, a neceſſary 
' precaution ; his anſwer was, „a worthy, an 
honeſt, and a brave man is my heir at law, 
he will find enough to pay him for his trou- 
we © = if he takes any ; if nor, the company are 
my heirs; I have ſworn never to do an act of 
_ Kindnefs to one of my kindred—1 ſhall make 
no will.” From this circumſtance I preſume 
he died inteſtate. There certainly is great 
property both in India and England, as 
you may. probably know. If you are ac- 
quainted with the perſon ke alluded to I 
ſhall thank you to favour me with his ad- 
dreſs, and am | 
ls your humble 3 


e TS J. B ARLEY.” 


i * 
* * 


A dead ſilence followed the reading this 
OI” * broken by Sir Solomon. 
5 | « 50 
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ce So you ſee, madam,” addreſſing Mrs. 
Feverſnam, all the world do not believe 
Colonel Buhanun left a will with me.” 
e But I believe it, and will ſwear it,” ſaid. 
Mrs. Brown, ready to burſt with vexation ; 
« and my huſband, —where are you John? 
John—John Brown,—where is my huſband ? 
poor ſilly man, gone to grieve for his maſter, 
I ſuppoſe ; but however that's neither here nor 
there, he witneſſed the will, and will make 
his affadavi.“ ; 

« What is the - woman talking of! will 
your huſband ſwear he witneſſed _ RY 
of a will to me?” 1 

« No, I don' tfay that, but——” 

« But what, woman? I tell you I have no 
will, ſo let me hear no more of this; if you 


or your colleagues dare aſperſe my charac- 


ter, I will puniſh you with the utmoſt rigour 
of the law.” ; | 


As the word colleague conveyed : a mean 
ing every follower of the landlord and land- 
lady into the great hall of Muſhroom- place, 
choſe to take to themſelves, they unanĩimouſ- 
N 1 ly 
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ly declared the thing was plain as the noſe i in 


a man's face; that it was great aſſurance in 
Mrs. Brown to doubt the word of the Lord 
ol the Manor; it was a clear caſe the blacka- 


moor-Colonel. made no will and ſo Mrs. 
Brown being known to be in debt, and as 


they witely ſaid, her laſt cow had calved, they 
dropped off, leaving the poor diſappointed 


N to purſue her ſolitary path back to 


the. White- - Horſe, unatrended by a ſingle 


aunt, couſin, or acquaintance. 


Where is my huſband?” faid Mrs. 


Brown, ſcating herſelf in the bar, ready to 


fink with paſſion. | 
He had got up on the unde of one of 


the long | ſtages that paſſed farmer Brill's 
doſe, the waiter ſaid. _ 


« What has he got into. his fooliſh "oY 


now?” exclaimed ſhe, ©. gone to find Bu- 


chan, b ET ny” 8 W . Solomon 


cc What; "he aid "a waiter, 


: A great rogue, between N me, 
| Sam; he has as ſurely got my maſter's will, 
2 fit here alive. 5 


Sam 


. THE) BEGGAR: GIRL. „ö 
Sam turned up his eyes, and nd. his 


ſhoulders. 

“ My poor huſband and 4 1 know, were 
well provided for.. 

« Ay, ay, ſaid the oftler, who was on the 
| liſten. to hear all about the will, and winking 


at Sam; * every body knows the blacka- 


moor Colonel had a an deer for vou. — 
he was a nice one? OD | a 
Mts. Brown liked wendet Win nor inter- 
ruption; ſhe bid Will Oſtler 2 his own 
buſineſs. 

9 4 do, I do, miſtreſs,” replied Will. 
« and hap it would be quite as well if other 
folks minded theirs, inſtead of running after. 


money and * ee pee e — _ . 


come, light go.“. 


Mrs. Brown was more angry ad more 
N but both Sam and Will left her 
to refledtiun and it was now, for the firſt 
eſſential towards managing affairs at the 


White-Horſe. cc, Where, ſaid ſhe, fre — 
_ oy: enn he mann p head.“ 
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| Tur intelligence of Colonel Buhanun's 
death, though conveyed in the moſt delicate 
and even doubtful manner, had n, deter- 
mined the fate of poor Roſa. ö 


Mrs. Harley had heard from Mrs. dim 


dat chere actually was no will; and ſhe had 


already received intimation from Mufſhroom- 


place, that as Sir Solomon was making out an 


account of his diſbu 1 mn ts, to produce As a 
ſet off againſt any demand that might be 


made on bim by the Colonel's executor on 
account of his dear Horace, he wiſhed her to 
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carry her bills to the end of the preſent quar- 
ter, and ſend them to him; after which time 
he ſhould not conſider himſelt as bound to her 
for any future ſupport of Roſa Wilkins. 


Had Mrs. Harley wanted iaclination to | 
treat the poor unprotected girl with unbound- 


ed tenderneſs and reſpect, theſe circum- 
ſtances were beſt calculated to inſpire it; no 
ſyllable paſſed her lips, or theſe of any of the 


family's, reſpecting future proſpects; every 
accent Roſa heard was in ſympathy” 8 ſoothing 


tone; and every word MA 12 ſweet as 
honey.“ 3 „ 
Mrs. en 1 after. going to 
London, i in vain ſearch of her huſband ; hav- 
ing found out B.chan, and his “ ane erm.“ 
Having enquired at every place, of every 


body who knew him; having a.lvertiſed him 
with a minute deſcription of his perſon and 


apparel, without the leaſt ſuccels; returned 


half diſtracted to Penry, and immediately 


drove her chaiſe cart to Mount - Pleaſant 
obſerving as ſhe got in, how muca it want- 


ed new ind Ai t a ee 


ah 
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On being ſhewn in to Miſs Buhanun, think 


ing ſhe had a right to unburthen her grief 


to one who was ſo deeply intereſted in the 
ſame cauſe; ſhe ſoon filled the gentle boſom 
of the mourning Roſa, not only with her 
Cares, WOT freſh” and troy d ones of 7 8 


Own.” . 
Mrs. n n me haſtened to join 


them as ſoon as ſhe was informed of Mrs. 
Brown's arrival, was too late to prevent the 
voluble woman's free communication ; but 


as the pale and penſive cheek of Roſa ſeemed 


more the effect of grief, and ſurpriſe at the 
myſterious abſence of Mr. Brown, for whom 
ſhe” always expreſſed. a ſincere regard, than 


any new forrow of her own, ſhe fat down a 


patient auditor of all the boiſterous grief of 


the poor landlady, who recapitulated a long 


Iſt of the virtues of her abſent help-mate, 
which ſhe ſeemed to have juſt diſcovered, 
with her conjectures and fears as to the cauſe 
ind effect of his leaving Penry ; from which 


Mrs. Harley learned, to her great concern, 
that notwithſtanding the liberality of the la- 


pe * affairs at the White-Horſe 
0 PE were 
5 
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were in a terribly. deranged ſtate; ſhe hows 
ever whiſpered her not to mention the Wa to 


— 


Miss Bahagun. 42 $4 
| Mrs. Brown coloarad.: Fe ft the x cau- 

iuson was too late; but as it was a maxim with 
her never to accuſe herſelf, ſhe took a haſtx 
leave, declaring, if ſhe heard nothing of her 
poor dear huſband in a week, ſhe would 
again ſearch London and all the world over. 
Mrs. Harley had aſſiſted to adorn the mind 
of our heroine, but ſhe. was not acquainted 
with all the native ſtrength it derived fromits 
own innate elegant and delicate reſources ; 
ſhe had dreaded more to inform her of the 
Colonel's neglect to provide for her, than of 
his death ; but her precautions, though ho- 
nourable to herſelf, were _ needleſs to her 
pupil. | 
Sweet indeed to Roſa, had deen 4a uſes of 
adyerſity ; by continually dwelling on recol- 
lections a leſs right turned mind would have 
ſtrove to repel, ſhe had riſen ſuperior to falſe 

ſhame; all the miſery to which ſhe had once 
been expoſed, and which ſhe bad accuſtomed. 
herſelf to retrace, appeared to her to reſult 
G 3 +, - 
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from the evil propenſities and bad conduct of 


her wretched mother; and at the time when 


5 preſent happineſs more ſtrongly. marked the 


contraſt of paſt” diſtreſs; when her heart 
glowed with affectionate eratitude to her 
benefactor; when confidence in, and reſigna- 
tion to the will of providence, ſucceeded 
every retroſpect of the happy turn in her fate, 


the humbled herſelf before God, and prayed 


if it ſhould pleaſe Him to return her to her 
original poverty, her mind might retain its 
pure dignity, and not fink with her fortunes. 
The remembrance of her mother never fail- 


ed to inſpire her with a mixture of tender 


regret and horror; and no evil appeared to 
her ſo dreadful, as a depraved heart. Poverty, 
ſhe allowed to be a misfortune, but vice only 
was degrading ; and ſhedid not fear to encoun- 
ter the one, ſo that ſne might eſcapſe the other. 
She knew all ſhe had been, and felt what ſhe 
no was; her principles, education, and ta- 
leats, were real goods of which her former 


de ticiencies taught her the preſent value. 


The 


— 
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The benevoleat delicacy of Mrs. Harley 
Was always uniform; ſhe had tendeiguſſy 
avoided all pecuniary ſubjects; and Roſ#%n 
that reſpect was a mere ſuekling. The 
Colonel ſaid he would take care of Ren and 
ſhe would as ſoon have doubred her own 
exiſtence, as his word. "WV 
From ſuch 2 ſcate of happy ſecurity, to be 
at her age at once ſunk from affluence to 
poverty, without one natural friend; was enough 
to ſhake the ſtrongeſt mind; and asthe author 
has no wiſh to make her heroine a © faultlels 
monſter the world never ſaw,” ſhe confeſſes, 


though her fortitude did not forſake her, ſhe 


deeply regretted the change in her proſpects ; 


yet on comparing what they ſtill were, to 
what they might have been, her ſerenity re- 
turned, a faint glow overſpread her pale coun- 
tenance, and while Mrs. Brown blamed 


every body but herſelf for the misfortunes 
that threatened her, and was equally boiſter- 
ous both in her grief and lamentations, Roſa. 


endeavoured to inſpire her with the hope 
that animated her own heart, and vainly ex- 
erted all her powers of 3 to prevail 
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on her to wait the di penſations of Provi- 
dence with inge 

Mrs. Brown was hardly gone, ak Miſs 
Bavſky ruſhed in, and claſping Roſa in her 
arms, condoled with her on her loſs, and 1m- 
mediately adverting to the Colonels neglect, 
proteſted whatever might be her nw” ſhe 
would ſhare it with her friend. 

Mrs. Harley's uneaſy look could not 
1 Roſa; ſhe kiſſed the hand ſhe ex- 
tended to her, and immediately, without the 
leaſt heſitation, entered on a ſubject which 
appeared much more painful to * friends 
chan to herſelf. 

Mrs. Harley, Who was ſubject 10 to gout; had 
lately been enquiring for another lady, to add 
to the number of her teachers, and now only 
. waired till one ſhould offer, worthy to rank with 
the amiable women already in her employ. 

_ Roſa knew herſelf competent to the ſitua- 
tion, and offered to fill it — not in the lan- 
guage of ſolicitation, of diſtreſs, nor humilia- 

tion, — but with a frank and juſt confidence, 
"tha the 5 would be mutually 


. a 9 
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Mrs. Harley felt the greatneſs of mind that 
actuated her conduct in ſuch a trying moment, 
and anſwered her in the ſame open ſtyle; the 
bargain was immediately made, as one of re- 
ciprocal advantage, without acknowledg- 
ments on the one part, or profeſſi ons on the 
other; and Miis Buhanun took her ſeat at 
the tea table relie ved, to the infinite joy of 
Mrs. Hai ley, from a thouſand painful circum: 
ſtances, that muſt have attended ſuch an ar 
rangement, between people leſs attached t 


each other, and leſs at peace with thetnſclves ? 


When Rofa recurred to paſt ſcenes,” Now 
eafy indeed was it to reconcile herſelf to 4 
lot that in compariſon to what ſhe might 
| have been, was luxury; when ſhe re fle cted 
that her fine education and perſe vering ſpirits 
were an actual treaſure now in het own int 
diſputable poſſeſſion, dependant on nothing” 
but the retention of her faculties, and the good 
health the poſſeſſed; and that while upheld 
by conſcious innocence, ſhe was certain of al 
har py ſubſiſtence; her heart ſprang in thank 
ful gratitude to Him who is alike the prove 
of the prince and beggar. 
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1865 bis right turn of mind prevented all 1 

regrets that might elſe have ſoured her tem- 
per, injured. her health, and left her a tax on 
the charity of her friends, inſtead of retaining 


the power of obliging, where ſhe was obliged, 


and — both her own pride and 


conſequence. 


Pride, © a it _ no 4 I eee 


chan external, or temporary advantages, is ſo 
difficult to be ſubdued, that in weak minds 


we: often ſee deſperation miſnamed fortitude 3 
mortified xegret dwindle into mean deſpon- 


"dence; and minds where grace, elegance, 


and. liberality have been thought to be native 


inmates, funk not only into contempt, bur the 


reverſe of. all that is amiable, merely for 


want of one little precaution ; would they 


but eſtimate their misfortunes by a compa- | 
riſon with the more wretched, inſtead of the 
more happy; gratitude and reſignation would 


in the firſt caſe gild the darkeſt. ſcene of 
5 ſorrow in the latter, ah! what of envy, diſ- 
content, preſumption, miſery, and deſpair 
will it not e | 


To 
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o ſay the change i in Roſa's circumſtances 
N no alteration in Mrs. Harley and 


her ladies, would be to injure bem: She was 


treated with a kind of reſpe& more flattering 
even than affection ; ſhe had been hitherto 
conſidered as a pattern of docile perfection; 
the was now looked up to as one whoſe 
example it would be virtve to imitate, and 


whoſe misfortunes 1 it would be rods not to 


| reſpect. 
The time ſhe had ved Une che Cotonel's 


— ſhe called the little holiday of her 


life; ſhe remembered his manner and ex- 
preſſion long after ſhe had forgotten his per- 
ſon and features, and time, every moment of 
which was laudably filled, left nothing on her 
mind of the paſt, but that kind of melancholy 
regret which is medien as nn. as at 
others ſad. 


But while the object o Colonel een 
affection. was thus happily ſettled, ' without 


wanting that home he was ſo : anxious to ſe- 


eure for her, Mrs. Brown was experiencing a 
reverſe of fortune ſhe had neither anderitands | 
ing nor 3 to endure, 0 11:0 362 0H 


» 


- 


— na 8 2 
—— 1h 6 — - 
e 


IEEE 


* IA" - — re We 99 oe 4 
* — —_ — ere me 4 
+ 47 — LO ED EEC 
* 3j 3 r 
4 


p N | N . Nw — — — ä j 5 IE l Tus. \ 
— Y he aha 
x 4 D * gon 8 ene * ere r e At, $42 * WIR Rena 15 8 Fang + 4 4 
—— F II —-— 2 24 GA — : i — . nh * — — — 
——— ä — — — 5 — — r — i covidar.. 2att * f * 
1 5 >” 4 d bf — — — 
* — * p 2 
- — 1 
» PF. 
. - 4 * r 
# F 


. — aye 
. * 
r — —— 
i 
* 
« * 


# * 
* C 
3 
132 
9 


| Week after week paſſed, and journey after 
journey was taken, without any tidings of her 


| huſband; her buſineſs fell off; debts were 


every day accumulating z.creditors very preſ- 
ing; and money very ſhort, It is true, her 


bar was garniſhed with a number of orna- 


ments, vulgarly called / ſcores, ſufficient in- 


deed to have relieved all her preſent diftreſs, 


had they been paid ; but the good people of 
Penry, who had perhaps been imprudently 
liberal in their encouragement of Mr. and 


Mrs. Brown, being, ſome not able, and others 
not willing to came to account, ſhe had re- 


courſe to Lawyer Quibble, h ſoon finiſh- 


* her buſineſs. , 


Sir. Solomon . 
room had, as he now choſe to think, an un- 


fortunate aſpect down the two roads that 
fronted the bar of the White-Horſe; and this 
Was a nuiſance he had been anxious to re- 


move from the period when Colonel Bu- 


hanun's death became certain; nay, there 


were ſome who dated his ohjections to the 


e of the little inn, from the time in which | 


we 


T | e 
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Brown one hundred pounds on the leaſe of 


the premiſes, as he had immediately began t 
build an houſe on the oppoſite ſide of the 
road, with every nen for an 
3 e => 

It is Ld true, the little inn, «tits Iu 
green before, had once been conſidered as a 
pretty point of proſpect; but at preſent pul- 
ling down the old White-Horſe, and by AS 
the new, was Sir Solomon's rage. 

As Mrs. Brown owed an hundred b 
on her leaſe; as ſhe was deep on her brewer, 
wine-merchant, and corn-chandler's books; 
with debts enough due in Penry to help her 

on, it would perhaps have been natural, if 
Sir Solomon, in his zeal to remove the 


licence of the old White · Horſe to his own 


premiſes, had offered to put the poor be- 
witched widow into it; but thoſe who reaſon 
thus, know little of Sir Solomon Muſhroom; 
nor can diſtinguiſh: whether the White· Horſe 
or the landlady was the nuiſance he had moſt 


at Nan to remove. 
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Mr. Quibble adviſed Mrs. Brown to fins 
5 te her debtors under forty ſhillings, and 
make them payable to his clerk, a lad ſix foot 
high, who called him papa; to let the houſe 
by auction, and depute his clerk to receive 
the money; to ſell alſo by auction what plate 
and furniture were not included in the leaſe, 
which his clerł would ſee done to the beſt 
advantage; and as ſhe being a feme covert, 
could not be ſued, to place the amount on 
fecuricies, under the direction of his clerk, 
and live on the intereſt or principle, as might 
beſt ſuit, in ſpite of the creditors, which he 
aſſured ber was the moſt common ny in 
the world. 360-56 he) 
Mrs. 3 whoſe enge wal re= 
and circumſtances, and the altered faces ſhe 
every day met, added to her uncertainty of a 
buſband's fate, whoſe abſence, ſap as he had 
been often called, almoſt diſtracted her; render- 
ed her as eager to leave Penty as ſhe had once 
been to get to it; ſhe inſtantly took Mr. 
Quibble's counſel; the clerk began the in- 
ventory, and Py a broker to ſell by 
auction. 


N. 
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Mr. Quibble was a famous lawyer; he - 
was the ſon of one of thoſe neceſſary appen- 
dages to the profeſſion, a bailiff's follower, 
and had riſen to his preſent eminence before 
the heavy tax of an unreaſonable miniſter had . 
damped. the noble andour of would be 
lawyers. | 
Reſpected a to you whoſe firſt rudi- 
ments of the profound ſcience, which ſucceſs- 
fully confound right and wrong, were received 
at the charity-ſchoal, or the three-halfpenny 
ſeminary of the neareſt alley, - to you whoſe 
genius were unfettered by principle, and 
whoſe admiſſions were free from expence,— 
you, who if your fires; received alms fom a 
pariſh, if they begged, if they robbed, felt not 
diſmayed by ſhame, or amended by puniſh- 
ment, it is to you I addreſs this melancholy 
apoſtrophe; rouſe yourſelves ; riſe in a maſs; 
pull down that odious Pitt. Ah, Sirs nk 
what will become of the profeſſion, if none are 
allowed to depredate on the fortunes of others, 
who cannot command an hundred pounds of 
their own. Cruel obligation ! when ſo many 


bright 
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bright luminaries among you never did, nor 


never will juſtly poſſeſs ſo many pence: 


And fuch was the preciſe ſituation of Lawyer 
Quibble, when he commenced buſineſs at 
Penry,—but he was always a daſher. 

He took under his protection a ſet of per- 
ſecuted men, called ſmugglers, and making 
their caſe, as he did their money, his own, 

took ſuch eſpecial carenever to loſe a cauſe for 
want of _— that he had now a town 
| houſe at London, a neat white houſe, with 
mahogany 3 braſs knocker at Penry ; 
kept his carriage, and brought his ſon "ap to 


we. Buſineſs. ©: 
c The day of ſale awed: «All that old 


well-known and well accuſtomed jnn, de- 


. Iightfully ſituated, replete with conveniences, 
and now in full trade, which coſt the preſent 
poſſeſſor, in good-will and improvements, 
upwards of ſix hundred pounds, and was, the 
auctioneer declared, well worth as many 
thouſands,” previous to any bidding an 
old man, uncle to Sam the waiter, aſked for 
the leaſe; and to the confuſion of Mrs. 
Brown and her reduced number of friends, 
- — 
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Mr. Quibble anſwer he was inſtructed to 

ſay, Sir Solomon Muſhroom: had it on mort- 
gage, and that the fight'of the inn, from his 
' beſt drawing room window, being intolerably 

diſagreeable to the ladies of his family, be 
deſigned to carry the licence and trade to a 
new White- Horſe of his own, over the way. 
Lawyer Quibble then withdrew, leaving the 


remaining part of the buſine ſs to the _—_ b” 


ment af hi cents: un 

This ſtatement, of which tho aſtoniſhed 
Mrs. Brown had not before heard one word, 
ſoon did her up; the clerk ordering the fale 


do proceed, and the firſt lot being knocked 


down for the twentieth part of its value, ſhe 
haſtily left the houſe, and accepted an aſylum 
her ſiſter did, to the credit of ſiſterly love, 
offer for one night, though ſhe told her, by 
way of comfort, if Lawyer Quibble ſettled 
with her in ſeven years,” ee" 
lucky. | 
Next morning, ben young - Quibble, 
to their agreeable ſurpriſe, preſented himſelf 
to ſettle accounts. Mrs. Brown, whom 
f wy out — under Mr. Quibble's 


directions, 


way joe 5 
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x 


. had rendered hateful to all who 
were in her debt, which compriſed by far the 
greater part of the villagers, was impatient to 
quit Penry, and received young Quibble with 
a mixture of joy and reſpect; ſhe could not 
refrain from Putting into ſome of her beſt 

words. „ | 
There has been bn of IMP: which 
has operated in various unaccountable ways 
on the human frame; the hair has ſtood up- 
right, it has changed colour, it has fallen off; 
the fight, the hearing, the faculties have been 
ſuſpended, nay loſt. None of theſe things 
exactly happened to our quondam landlady; 
but if ever mortal was near petrification, it 
was her, when young Mr. Quibble delivered 
> vouchers for an account, which in ſums to- 
tal was thus ſtated: To total of goods and 

caſh received, 2421. 7s. 114d, To total of 
expences, rent, taxes, bills of auctioneer and 
ſelf, 243). 10s 114d Balance due to 
ſelf, 11: 38. 0&d: Which he kindly added ſhe 
need not diſtreſs herſelf. about, for that he 
hoped ſo much would remain, out of the 


ut-ſtat ng debts, after paying Sir Solomon 
Foy: 95 Muſh- 
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Muſhroom, which he had on his honour en- 5 
gaged to do. 5 
Pay Sir Solomon, here Mrs. i 
Brown, © has he not the leaſe?” X: 
The leaſe,” replied young Mr. Quibble, 
contemptuouſly ; ©* what is the leaſe without 
. the trade? not worth that,” and he ſmardy 
ſnapped his fingers.” Zr 
If the readers do not ſee in this manage 
ment, the Lord of the Manor was reſolved 
at all events to get compleatly rid of the 
landlady of the White-Horſe, they are but 
ſorry, ſort of readers, and only worthy to 
read ſuch wonders as is every day written, if 
not in this book, in many others. : 
Ihe fates, ſylphs, ſtars, or genius, that for 
the laſt thirty years had whirled Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom through thick and thin to the 
goal of his deſires, became a little reſtive at 
this ſtage of the buſineſs; it was his inſtruc- 
tions, at all riſks, to get Mrs. Brown out of 
the neighbourhood ; but ſhe having very 
little wit, and no common ſenſe, could not 
literally ſtand ſuch a winding up of all her 
grandeur ; ſhe fell, as if ſhe had been ſhot, on 
FEW the 
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"un „ in what her ſiſter called a right 


| earneſt convulſion fit. 


* was ſent for to the dying woman, 


Doctor Croak, who happened to by at his | 
bid his footman, tell his coachman, to order 
his groom, to ſeek after hisjaurneyman. 
Miss Bawſky had often heard Roſa ſpeak 
moſt affectionately of the. en and im- 
plored him to go himſelf. | 
e Who, him; -he-hem; no; it was. not 
for men of his rank to,. —he-he- hem.“ 
+ © Elinor begs it,” ſaid Mrs. * 
a voice that added, and I command. 3 
The Doctor could oppoſe neither Elinor's 
a nor Mrs, Bawſky's command; but 
he could not walk; no, that was impoſſible; 
thoſe ſturdy feet that once beat round the 
four towns of Stroude, Chatham, Rocheſter, 
and Brompton, following his mother's hrill 
round and ſound, had long dropped acquain- 
tance with any thing but mats and carpets; 
fa the coach was got ready to carry Doctor 
Croak an 3 *. to mag the dying 
Woman. 


There 
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There was a time when Mrs. Brown could 
not counterfeit a fit without ſetting the vile 
lage of Penry in commotion; her ſhreiks 
were now heard as plain as ever, and her 
mouth was frightfully diſtorted; but her 
ſiſter and young Lawyer Quibble, the latter 
of whom the former had locked in, believ- 
ing, ſhe ſaid, her ſiſter was a dead nen 
had the fit now all to themſelves. N 

Doctor Croak's entrance gave young 5 
Quibble an opportunity to eſcape to Muſh- 
room: place with the news. | * 
„ Piſh ! quoth Sir Solomon of I 03 
give twenty guineas to get rid of he.. 
„Twenty guineas! if Mr. Quibble, ſenior, 
had known; da he woukt! ger her off 
immediately. 15 1 

* Ay, a0; my 1 Quibble,”- Laid! the 
Knight; ©« 85 2 hear if Wo" ag | 
iii? 

Mr. Quibble and all poſe haſte 7 bus 
it would not do; the fits continued; and 
when their violence ceaſed, ſhe lay in a ſtate 
of torpidity till next day, when the Doctor 
pronounced her in a brain fever. 


What 
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4 . 


What was to be done now? Sir Solomon 


ſent privately to perſuade the Doctor it was a 


| diſeaſe of the brain, without fever, and ad- 
viſed ſending her to Bedlam. 


y 


But times were much altered; ſince Doctor 


Croak's opinion was at all ſubſervient to Sir 


Solomon Muſhroom's. 
% He adviſe! how ſhould he adviſe, or 


1e any thing of diſeaſes of the brain? the 


oma muſt go to the work-houſe,” _ 


And by Dr. Croak's OTIS: thither ſhe 
was carried. 

Miss Bawſky ay "ON money, oP 
ln for every thing to be got at her ex- 
pence which the Doctor directed; and went 
to Mount-Pleaſant, to caution the family, if 
the news was brought there, not to alarm 10 
Arete her friend. _ _ 

To the 8 8 of dls . 
girl, did the poor Mrs. Brown owe her life; 
the fever of her brain fell into her limbs, and 
"after ſenſe and memory returned, ſhe was 
confined, to her bed three months; when Mrs. 
Henke and 12 n having: firſt con- 
E 11 | tribured 
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tributed liberally. them ſelves, made collec= 
tions for her journey to Bath, where ſhe was 
received into the infirmary, while Roſa, who 
had wearied conjecture at her abſence, hear- 
ing, at length, there was not only another 
landlord, but another inn at Penry, conelud- 
ed ſhe was ſtill perſe vering in her ſeareh after 
her vaniſhed huſband, and fondly cheriſhed 


the hope of again ſeeing the only two people 


intereſted in, or connected with her recol- 
lections of paſt happineſs; for as to Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom, his character had gra- 
dually unfolded itſelf; and ſhe conſidered it 
as an inſult to the memory of her deceaſed 
bene factor, as well asdegrading to honeſt John 
Brown, to claſs ſo contemptible a perſon with 


him inthe number of the Ng friends of 


Colonel Buhanun. - 
Landlady Brown having not NE loft 

her ſeat in the pretty bar fronting two roads, 

her huſband, and all the worldly goods with 


which he her endowed, but the total uſe of 


her limbs; and leaſt the reader ſhould ſuppoſe 
the author is ſo Ignorant of the uſage le 
„„ | monde, 
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Shews the author has never ſeen Lords, Ladies * 
Modern Mi Hes, and that ſhe's totally ignorant © 
of what i is underflood by the phraſe, b 
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Su SOLOMON. MUSHROOM, 8 
his fair daughters, were by this time happily 
ſertled in a more ſuperb houſe in Piccadilly 
than that ſuperb one before occupied by the 
Knight in St. James's {quare. They had a 
numerous retinue of faſhionable domeſtics, 
that is to ſay, their man cook and two 
kitchen maids, beſides feeding two Iriſh 
chairmen, their drunken wives and twelve 
ragged children, threw more good proviſion 
into their hog-waſh, than would have gladden- 
VOL, II, H | ed 
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ed the "NIC of many an honeſt poor family. 
The ſteward's room was a ſcene of mock | 
ſtate, ſcandal anf ebriety; the females | 
wore. rouge, powder, and fine lace ; the males 
fine linen, ſilk ſtockings, and gold watches. 
The ſervant's hall contained ladies of eaſy 
virtue, who paid chair-women to do their 
Work; + tall. foormen in ſplendid liveries, 
men of infinite gallantry, who had no work 
todo ; coachmen who never ſaw their car- 
riages till ready to ſit onthe box; and grooms 
who never touched a horſe but to mount the 
ſaddle, or hold the bridle for their old 
maſter, or the young ladies ; the hall was 
Suarded by a Cerberus in human form, 
whoſe manual ſtrength was in ſuite with the 
 ferocity of his manners and the avarice of 
bis diſpoſition, who held a fingle rap in 
ſovereign contempt, though repeated twenty 
. except it were preceded by a 8 
Their carriages were of the moſt new and 
Aon ſtyle, and Faden al ye in 
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Their entertainments were of the higheſt 
godt, and their deſerts were furniſhed by the 
chief creditor of the heir apparent. 
Their dreſs were at once a refinement on 
faſhion, and a ſatire on decency, The man 
who dared firſt to cheat the and then 
go to law with generous John Bull, had not 
yet retired from trade, to enjoy the fruits of 
his honeſt induſtry, ſo that the carriage of the 
Miſſes Muſhroom wereevery day at his door, 
and they were ſeen where ever ſuch taſte, 
modeſty, and ſplendour had a right to be ſeen. 

The Britiſh court is not indeed a climate 
quite congenial to ſuch exotics as the Miſs 
Muſhrooms ; but it was nevertheleſs abſo- 
lutely proper to ſhew them there. 

The Right Honourable the Earl of 
Giintier a lord of the bed chamber, lord 
lieutenant of a county, and one of the privy 
council, a nobleman of high eſtimation among 
his ſort, had procured an army contract for 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom, by which, during 
a ſhort continental war, he amaſſed a prince- 
ly fortune; there were, it is true, among the 
able whom no body minds, ſome who ſaid 

| | H2 the 
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the contract was uſed as a licence for fraud 
and oppreſſion; but as, when his conduct ; 
was impeached, the Right H onourable Earl, 
his long tried patron and friend, thruſt his 
noble ſelk and all his intereſt between him and 
retribution, no one dared to ſay. he was not 
honourably acquitted, much leſs after ſuch 
acquittal, after his being introduced at court, 
after his kneeling at the feet of majeſty, and 
riſing up Sir Solomon, might they dare to ſay 
the accuſed contractor did not merit the 
. zeal of his right honourable protector. 
The Counteſs of Gauntlet was a high born, 
high bred dame of quality, who poſſeſſed the 
| ſecret excluſive art of carrying the bloom of 
youth into the vale of years; her luxuriant 
treſſes were yet free from the ſprinkling of 
| hoary time; her vermillion lips ſevered but 
to diſplay a. double row of ivory teeth of the 
fineſt poliſh, and her bright eyes had power 
over the hearts of younger men than her 
youngeſt ſon. Twenty four years out of the 
forty this modern Ninon had lived, were 
paſſed by her under the warm beams of royal 
favour; ſhe now N the triumphant 
favorite 


* — . 


o 
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favorite of a ſecond generation, andproteſted, 
chat had the firſt pledge of connubial love which 
bleſſed the moſt reſpectable of grandfathers, 
been a male inſtead of a female, ſhe would not ? 
fear to be equally adored by the third. 
The amours, extravagance, infenſi bility, 
and art of this extraordinary woman, were 
univerſally known, and would have been as 
univerſally abhorred, had not her beauty, 
wit, grace and faſcinating manners been ſo 
irreſiſtible, as to I invective i into admi- 
ration. | | 
As a ei; 1200 Gauntlet Bel piſed her uſe 
band, and it is but juſtice to the lady to con- 
feſs, few people did otherwiſe ; but as a lord, 
who had the honour to wear a golden key 
hung to his diamond button, her ladyſhip 
paid his lordſhip all poſſible reſpe&, which he 
gratefully returned by all poffible gratifica- 


| tions. not only to his lady, but to his lady? * 


dear and numerous male friends. | 
The offspring of Lady Gavntlet were Lord 
Delworth, at preſent in Ireland, where the 
family eſtates lay; Lord Charles, a captain 
in the 2 12 Lady Emily, 1 une to the 
| H 3 E I younger 
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| younger ſon of a poor baronet; Lady Caro- 


Une, Lady yy 14 n Laute un- 


married. | 
The Counteſs did not want 3 no, it 
was the more baſe, but more convenient 
droſs of money, her beautiful ladyſhip had 
an inſatiable longing to poſſeſs, without the 
power of keeping it an hour in her poſſeſ- 
fon. She often roſe from the pharo- table 
without a guinea in her ſpangled card purſe, or 
finding one among her gartered and coroneted 
adorers, able if willing, or willing if able, to 
repleniſn it. Now Sir Solomon Muſh- 
toom was both able and willing; fo that 
although both him and his ſimple daugh- 
ters were the jeſt of her private circle, 
_ when my lord, in his ſoft unafluming way 
mentioned the thing, as unavoidable, and Sir 
Solomon humbly prayed, it was not in her 
gentle nature o refuſe to ene the n 


at St. James's. 


The ceremony was not 5 ed 
15 wich fa many unpleaſant and mortifying cir- 
cumſtances, nor was her ladyſhip ſo much 
out of - countenance as ſhe expected; the 


Miſſes were more chan borne, they were ad- 
mired ; 
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mired; their dreſſes were elegant and well 
put on, which is the firſt and grand article of 
female preſentation; they were both hand- 
ſome; had not yet entirely got rid of all the 
modeſt graces learned at Mount- Pleaſant; be- 
ſides which, however contemptible their reputed 
uncle, might be in point of blood and charac- 
ter, he was indiſputably immenſely rich, and 
' theſe were his acknowledged heirefles ; in- 
deed the buz they raifed at court, the whiſ- 
pers of the men, and the royal ſmile were 
more calculated to excite the bluſh of envy, 
than that of ſhame, could a bluſh of any ſort 
be feen to riſe on the check * ＋ 
e 
This important buſineſs over, the Miſs 
Muſhrooms found the eclat of their firſt ap- 
pearance not only kept up, but increaſed; 
they had their box at the opera; their names 
on the ſubſcription liſt to every faſhionable 
and expenſive entertainment; fat in the ſtage 
box when they condeſcended to viſit the 
theatre; formed a circle of titled acquaint- 
ances under the auſpices of the beautiful Lady 
Gauntlet, to whom they had the honor of 
H 4 e 
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loſing large ſums, of which ſhe did, and they 
did nt know the value; they faw maſks ; 
gave ſplendid concerts; had as many rooms, 
tables, lights, and company as could be ſeen, 
at the rout of a handſome Ducheſs, and were 
in every reſpect ſo much the thing, that no- 
thing was more talked of than the handſome 
Muſhrooms, © and the hundred thouſand | 
Pounds each, their e e and would 
| eine A 
r D conceive hy delightfuk 
Af ſpirits in which theſe grard doings. 
kept their till conſtant chaprone, Mrs, Fever- 
mam; conſtant every where, but at court, 
where ſhe could not go, and nothing could 
be more abſurd than to expect, that in the full 
_ gratification. of her darling paſſions, dreſs, 
rouge, and: ſhew, ſhe. ſhould have a moment 
to ſpare for the diſtreſs of her old ſervant. 
Shopping in the morning, driving up St. 
James $ ſtreet, through Bond- ſtreet, back to 
Hyde: -Park, and again back through Picca- 
dilly; * dreſſing for dinner; public amuſe -. 
dh in the iy and ſupper, parties at 
* | 0 
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two in the morning; leſt no time to think of, 
much leſs enquire after old connections. 
Charlotte Muſhroom, though not ſo pretty 
as her younger ſiſter, was more admired, and; | 
had, during the winter, ſeveral. offers of 
rank; but her heart ſtill ſmarted under; a 
firſt diſappointment, and the remembrance? 
of Horace was productive o ' compariſons i in- 
juriqus to every other pretender. 

Sir Solomon would have paid little * | 
to her private feelings, had he not fixed cer 
tain arrangements for her in his own mind. 
The Earl of Gauntlet, whom he affected to 
conſult, wondered. at his ſuffering his daugh- 
ter to refuſe ſo many men. of faſhion and: 
family; indeed had his lordſhip ſpoken the: 
whole truth, he would have confeſſed his, 
oreater wonder.at the offers than the refuſals ; 3, 
for Lady Caroline, Lady Mary, and Lady- 
Louiſa, Gauntlet, notwithſtanding they ſnew- 

ſelves every. where, had no. fucks 

| trouble given them. an ee? PE 
Sir Solomon, however, affected to "af: 
wich great deference to his lordſhip;, « that: 
| he, was not willing to Anfhernce his girls; 
- S417 H 2 | | choice; 222 


154 THE BEGGAR entf. 


ch fee; 3 but his long Gecided intention was” 
to graft” his favourite into the Earl's own 
ſtock ; an honour of which the peer had no 
pre · ſentiment, and therefore . have” 
formed no objection againſt. „ 
Lord Delworth was, as his ae bad 
been, in the army; and excepting that he 
gamed, drank, run in debt, intrigued, bullied 
the men, and deceived the women, he was 
one of the beſt young men in the world; 
and ſuch as he was, it was him on whom Sir 
Zolomon defigned to beſtow his eldeſt daugh- 
ter, and the greater ſhare of his wealth. 
As therefore the Knight had thus ar- 
ranged the future fortune of his favourite, he 
had nothing on hand but to diſpoſe of Maria, 
1 which, ro his infinite ſurpriſe” and mortifica- 
tion, he had no poflible opportunity of do- 
ing; for though fhe diſplayed, with the ut· 
moſt hberality, all the tharms that could be 
diſplayed, though” ſhe rouged higher, and 
talked more than any Miſs of her inches 
within a mile of St, James's, no titled ſwain 
had yet declared himſelf ready to attend her 
10 the temple of Hymen: As however alt 
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the young bucks, married as well as ſi ngle, 
were her profeſſed adorers, ſuch an event 
muſt indiſputably happen ſometime or ver 
Sir Solomon tried to be patient. > 

It was on one fine morning in April, when 
he was. juſt revolving over certain tranſac- 
tions in which his deceaſed friend had a prin- 
cipal ſhare, it occurred to him as an odd cir- 
cumſtance, that for the laſt two years of his 
life he had not heard from, or of Horace 
Littleton ; and he had ſcarce breathed a 
hope that that dear youth had periſhed with 
the Colonel, before” his ſervant aungunced a 
viſitor of the name of Buhanun. 5 N 

Sir Solomon fairly leaped off his chair. 

A tall ſoldier like elderly man in mourn- 
ing entered, with white hair curled in a ſmall 
ring, bald on the top of his head, fine com- 
plexion, and - florid countenance, who in a 
broad Scots dialect apologiſed for his viſit, 

and having glanced his eye round the ſuperb 
apartment, took the chair ſet by the 
| n. „„ Ne 
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3 Sir Solomon's. uſual preſence of mind 
kemed, entirely to forſake him; he ſpoke- 
dot ; and the gentleman not well knowing. 
how to account for ſo uncommon a reception, 
procecded with anopenfrankneſs, which added 
to our Knight's erabarraſſment by reminding 
him of the Colonel, to account for his viſit. 
„The reader will pleaſe to recollect, in the 
carly part of this hiſtory, two letters written: 
by Colonel Buhanun, to a perſon of his name 
in Scotland; which, as he was then, averſe to 
making a will; was intended to recommend, 
firſt his ſervant, and afterwards his protegee,, 
io the protection of his heir at law, which 
letters were left in | the poſſeſſion of John. 
Brown, with leave to deſt roy them or not, as 
he pleaſed. . Now it appeared John had 
not pleaſed to deſtroy. them, for Major. 
Buhanun, to whom our readers. are now in- 
troduced, the gentleman to whom they were 
addreſſed, had received them in a blank. 
cover, with the London poſt mark after (be- 
ing ſimply directed, in a very bad writing, 
M. R. Bubanun Scotland, ') it had travelled to 


1 about a * and fifty M. R. Buhanuns. 
Major 
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Major Buhanun, as the ineloſure had his. 
full and proper addreſs, concluded the letters 
had been ſent by ſome ignorant perſon, into 
whoſe hands they had accjdentally fallen, and 
well knowing the writing of his relation, 
came to London, to make enquiry after aſſets 
which he had never before indulged the 
moſt diſtant hope of inheriting. al 
The account he heard at the India- houſe, 
from the ſucceſſor of Mr. Burley, that 
gentleman having himſelf gone out to India 
with the laſt fleet, could not fail to intereſt 
him, and hearing of, the intimacy. and cor- 
reſpondence which had exiſted between his 
deceaſed relation and Sir Solomon Muſhroom, 
had taken the liberty to wait on him, in hope 
it might be in his power to give him ſome 
information reſpecting the aſſets, as he was. 
aſſured large remittances had been made to 
England, and that a {till larger proportion of 
wealth yet remained in India; in concluſion 
he preſented the two letters he had received, 
with the cover for his peruſaall. 
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Sir bolomon, ſtill unable to collect bis 


ideas, attentively examined the Wen and 
Cover. ; 


Po you think; Sir Gid the gen 
you know the hand e or the 
addreſs ? ? 

% Do you think,” replied Sir 8 
little recovered, © this is the Colonel's 


| hand? 


The Maj ajor had no N 
Sir Solomon again examined the letters; 
could not develop the myſtery ; wiſhed he 
could be of any poſſible ſervice ; but x 
The Major urged him to be explicit; the 


had come from the interior of Scotland, with 


great inconvenience to himſelf, not to men- 


tion the expence of ſo long a journey. 


Sir Solomon was ſorry; he certainly 


5 had been on very intimate terms with Colonel 


Buhanun, but in regard to his fortune, all he 


could ſay was mere matter of opinion, which 


in fact amounted to nothing; yet ſo far he 
might hint, he did nat believe, however the 
Colonel 8 fortune might have augmented 


F 
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fince his return to Fidie that he was at all a 
man of property when in England. © 
The Major was ſurpriſed ; but the Knight 
undertook to prove the fat. | 
That he lived very cx pehdvely here, was 
no doubt, true; but that he was rather in con- 
tracted than affluent circumſtances, when he 
left England, he exemplified, by relating the 
particulars of an agreement entered into with 
himſelf, reſpecting an object of charity, to 
whom he muſt ſay the Colonel was very very 
fooliſhly attached; however, added the can- 
did orator, correcting himſelf; © I am the 
laſt man on earth who has a right to cenſure 
on that account, ſince the com pact between 
vs originated in a ſimilar weakneſs ; he 
promiſed to protect my caprice, I to ſupport 
bis; mine has, I fear, long ceaſed to trouble 
bim; bis ſtill exiſts; I kept my word, and 

have at my own expence, given his girl an 
education that enables her to get a genteel 
| hvelihood. And the natural inference was 
leſt to the Major, whether a man of Colonel 
Buhanun's known generous and juſt turn of 
mind would 385 ſatisfied his own feelings in 
| repaying 
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repaying actual pecuniary diſburſements to 


a large amount, by mere acts of kindneſs to. 

a youth who, having an appointment on the 
eivil government of the country, could not 
Rand in need of any other.” | 


„ What, ſaid. the Major,. ce {and did * 
make no remittance ? 8 

A ſew pieces of filver and old * 
too ſhewy for the girl's wear; a few bottles. 


ef arrack, which Sir Solomon never dr ank ; 


anda few jars of ſweet-meats ſpoiled in the 


make, in reſpect to the living, without mean- 
ing to injure the eg of the Jament- 
1 

The Mair * * eee he Po 
Fo this. converſation. was very different 
from that, Sir Solomon ſeemed to expect. 
1 He was ſure,” he ſaid, wherever 
the. fortune of his relation might lay, he 


i. not have incurred pecuniary obliga- 
tion without a cettainty of repaying it two- 


dor as he underſtood the young, man 
N 1 Sp , 3 . | | | g 1 .. 
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was appointed and equipped nt his Emde 
he could | 

;-*, Ad 1. a the Aid i tas 
was another: of my follies; but no matter; 
poor boy ! he is gone; and you muſt excuſe 
me; I am not able to talk on the ſubject; it 
really unmans me. The muſlin, except a 
piece or two of the leaſt gaudy, are untouch- 
ed, if you have female relatives; the arrack 
too; favor me with your card, I will order 
every thing belonging to Colonel Buhanun 
to be delivered to you; but forgive mel 
cannot, indeed I cannot talk. 

The Major peremptorily declined accepting 
any part of property which muſt be ſo inade- 
quate to the memorandums the tender hearted. 
man recovered juſt ſpirits enough to ſhe him, 
and was on the point of taking leave, with well 
mannered apology for the trouble he had 
given, when the Lords Gauntlet and eee 

court were announced. 
Major Buhanun not n yet 105 bis | 
ſeat, and being 1 in the habit of aſſociating with: 
the firſt people, as well as perfectly known to 
the laſt named nobleman, choſe rather to 
. Walt. 
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wait their entrance, than by meeting them on 
the ſtair, ſeem to avoid the interview. 
Lord intlet was always maſter of that 
ann Savaing politeneſs, which * finding 
an open eaſy paſſage to the heart, ſcatters 
flowers along the avenues as it goes.” : 
+ Lord Denningcourt was a plainer, and 
therefore a finer gentleman ; he had married 
his ſecond Counteſs from Scotland, whoſe 
mother was a Buhanun, and his eſtates being 
on the borders of that country was well 
known to molt of the Scots gentlemen. | 
Major Buhanun had been introduced to, 
but never viſited his lordſhip, although in- 
rited as often as n ee chem to- 
gether. | 
- Lord Gauntlet, added to the vis of a 
« courtier, the policy of a ſtateſman : his career 
2 military reputation, had not dazzled the 
age with its brilliancy, but he affected a pro- 
found reſpe&t for every perſon who had 
gathered laurels in the ſervice of their coun- 


try, and Lord Denningcourt very politely 
adverted to the times and ſituations in which 


# 
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he knew the Major had n 
mae. nh 

Lord Gauntlet 1 every 4 
and Sir Solomon had a ſmile of applauſe for 
every thing; ſo it was no nen that, like 
Alexander, when he . 8 


« Fought all his battles o anc oy | 
„ And thrice he flew the ſlain,” 


Major Buhanun ſhould bene the time, till 
the lords, who were going to the levee, order- 
ed their carriages, and Sir Solomon, who was, 
or ſaid he was alſo going to St. James Ss mw 
logiſed for ordering his. 1 4 

The Major inſtantly ee WY con- 
Rae as he croſſed the park from Picca- 
dilly towards Weſtminſter, the expence of 
this unprofitable journey would enereaſe 
every hour, while whatever benefit might 
accrue to him from the aſſets of his relation, 
they would not only be diminiſhed, but retard- 
ed to an uncertain period, he immediately 
went to his agent, and having given him every 
particular and direction he was himſelf maſ- 
ter of, and ſigned what papers were neceſſary 
to o ſend to India, dined at the Britiſh Coffee- 
houſe, 
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houſe, and returned early to his lodging, in- 
tending to ſet off the next morning on his 
return to the North; this however he thought 
proper to poſtpone on ſeeing a ſmall bale of 
India muſlin, ſeveral packages of arrack, and 
a card to invite him to dine with Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom the next day. | ö 
Abe Major had declined accepting diy: of 
theſe things, and he was as difintereſted as 
any wiſe man ſhould be, who has ladies in 
bis family, fond of gold and filver muſſins; 
but the manner in which they were eee 
rendered a rejection of them. not only 
awkward but difobliging, and it was gt. 
ile to accept what he could not but conſider 
às preſents, without complying with the invi- 
tation; the card was therefore anſwered with 
the North deferred at leaſt for one day; - 
At Sir Solomon Muſhroom's he had the 
honour to meet the Earl and Counteſs of 
Gauntlet; Lord Charles Gauntlet, their ſe- 
ond ſon; the ladies Caroline, Mary, and 
Louiſa, their daughters; the Earl of Den- 
ningcourt, and Lord Penrith, his ſon, who 
„„ | with 


with the two Miſs Ps... Mrs. Fever- 
ſham, Sir | Solomon, and himfelf, made the 
dinner party. The Counteſs of Denning+ 
court was expected; but the Major heard 
from her lord, with great concern, ſhe had 
been ſeized with a ſudden indiſpoſition, after 
coming from court the preceding day. 
The lady, who except ſitting at the head 
of the table, did all the honours of it, Mrs. 
Feverſham; has, we doubt not, loſt grace in 
the reader's favour, as in the diſtreſs of our 
heroine, whom ſhe declared ſhe pitied, and 
that of her ſervant; whom ſhe ſaid ſhe loved, 
we have not heard either of her friendſhip: or 
ſympathy; but beſides the engagements we 
have before mentioned, engagements that 
with very little variation, fill the time of moſt 
of the fine ladies at the weſt end of the town, 
Mrs. Fe verſham, it muſt be remembered, was 
removed from the fine country houſe to a finer 
town houſe, twenty-ſeven miles from Penry; 
a houſe: where the voice of diſtreſs] could 
never enter without committing violence 
on the feelings of a dozen powdered lazy 
flows, and. as many painted abigails; how. 
6 then 


A a 
\ 


Gen bel Mrs, Fevirthim think of Penry ? 
all that a fine lady, ſo wane could . _ 
Feverſham had done. + 5 


Miſs Muſhroom having, by Sir a : 
belles gone one morning to the houſe of a 


celebrated artiſt, to ſit for her picture, which 
artiſt being young and handſome, Miſs 
Maria choſe to chat during the ſitting with 
her ſiſter, and try to put the poor painter out 
of countenance, by diſplaying her white arms 
and bare neck; but white arms and bare 
necks happened juſt then to be ſo great a glut 
in the faſhionable market, and the artiſt being 
in the habit of imitating his betters, he went 
on with his picture as if no ſuch tempting 
things were in exiſtence, and painted a moſt 
povoking fine likeneſs of the elder ſiſter, 
while the younger very good naturedly meant 
to have left on his memory a —_— 1 
ſion of her divine ſelf 
While the two ladies were thus pod of 
Mrs. 'Feverſham took the opportunity of 
daſhing into the city, to viſit Mrs. Bawſky ; 
but that lac y being at Penry, and though - 
as fine and faſhionable a perſon in Walbrook 
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As Mrs. Feverſham could be i in Piccadilly, ſhe _ 
Having unfortunately taken an hour to return 
the viſit, when the Jadies 'of the Muſhroom 
family were in their firſt ſleep after a 
maſquerade ball, it was not in the order of 
things for any of the Penry anecdotes to 
reach Mrs. Feverſham. _ 

Sir Solomon” s, or indeed properly Miſs 
| Muſhroom's party, like moſt other large 
parties, grew tolerably inſipid before the 
ladies retired, they had nothing for it but 
ſinking into a ſort of half converſation each 
with their next neighbour, and it was the. 
Major's lot to be Feng next _ Mrs. 
Feverſham. " 

* Buhanun, Buhanun,” ſaid ſhe, after a a 
recollective pauſe; © pray, Sir, were you at 
all related to one Colonel Buhanun 4 

The Major bowed. 

« Ah Lord! poor man, he was " vaſtly 
ugly and vaſtly fooliſh; and don't you think 
it was a ſhocking wicked thing in him to die 
without” providing for that prettieſt of all 
pretty creatures, don't you think her very 
HOT Sir PE 
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„ho, madam : 3 9 
I x Pen Miſs. Buhanun 3 you 7 her 
to be ſure.“ * 


« Miſs Buhanun ! 375 Lever heard * . 


: Miſs Buhanun in this country.” 


No e poor girl! then Iſuppoſeſhe 15 n 
her own name again; I wonder what is be- 
come of her; ſhe is a lovely creature; I 


never ſaw her but once, but really I never 
was fo ſtruck in my life; then ſhe ſings—and 
her eyes, you never {ſaw ſuch eyes; and ſhe 


plays delightfully, and paints, you cannot 


'S imagine how well ſhe paints.“ 


The Major, whoſe attention to the ſubject 


had fixed his _ on the wy” $ face, 5 


out. 
5 Oh upon my e you hy me; 1 


don't mean her ſkin; ſhe does not paint 


that; ſhe could not mend it, if ſne did.“ 0 
The Major again laughed; perhaps the 
complexion before him, did not appear to 


bave improved under the artiſt's hand. 


« Oh as to me,” 4 continued the voluble 


Mrs. Feverſham, taking his nen with all 
faſhionable 


+ Þ 
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faſhionable eaſe, .I always rouge; tis vul- 
gar to be ſeen without; I never am; but 
what was I ſaying? I proteſt I forget.“ 

The Major was puzzled. | 
„ Give us a lady, age” ſaid Sir 
Solomon. 0 
Ay that was it,” cried Mrs. F everſham; 

thankye, Sir Solomon, thankye. I was 
telling the Major what a charming creature 
his name ſake, my friend, Miſs Buhanun is; 
what brilliant N ; what a delicate 
figure.” | 
This called out both the Miſs Muſhrooms. 
% Law ma'am,” ſaid the eldeſt, in the 
ſofteſt. voice imaginable, © how can you 
poſſibly call her delicate ? ſhe is, on the con- 
trary, quite robuſt . 
« Mrs. Feverſhain,” 8 ad Miſs Maria, 
4 deſeribes Miss, v what do _— call her now, 
uncle: . £8 5 : . 
e Buhanun ſtill, my ar.” | | 
Miſs Buhanun then, and her brilliant eyes, 
with all the partiality of friendſhip ; but the 
Jeſt | is, that neither beauty nor friendſhip are 
any thing in the world but the fervency of her 
"—_—_ : fancy; 
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fancy ; ſhe thinks her handſome, ects the 
old ſtupid governeſs ſays ſhe is ſo; and calls 
herſelf her friend without having ever polen | 
to her. 

This double attack, notwithſtanding the 
laugh it excited, was not to paſs. Mrs. 
Feverſham, with great warmth, avowed, if the 
had a juſt claim to any one good quality, it 
was that of fncere friendſbip for whomſoever 
ſhe profeſſed it; and that if ſhe could arrogate 
to herſelf judgment, diſcrimination, or taſte, in 
any one thing whatever, it was in deciding on 
the beauty of the human form and face, 
which all the-world knew was her peculiar 
talent; and ſhe took on her to aſſert, that 
Miſs Roſa Buhanun, her dear young friend, 
was, without any fort of exception, the pret- 
tieſt and moſt accompliſhed girl in England. 

This Miſs Muſhroom' flatly contradicted. 


And Miſs Maria ſaid, <* Whatever ſhe was, 


ſhe had coſt her uncle money. enough ;—lhe 

was decent, and that was all,” N 
* es. Miſs,” anſwered Mrs, F everſham, 

ill glowing at the ſmart ſneer which had 


accompanied Miss Maria's. remark on her 
en- 
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friendſhip, © if money could create wes 
give accompliſhments, no doubt, your uncib 
| would be a firſt bidder; but no 3 can 
make a Mifs Buhanun:”” 

„ Will any money buy ler 2”. he che 
Honourable Captain Gauntlet, Port 0 

. v1 Ne anſwered Mis. ar ; 
frowning. ae er 
Well ſaid . 88 you aſked 9 
me for a lady, Sir Solomon; ['ll give you 
this Miſs Buhanun.” 
« « Mrs, Feverſham's ſwans,” Miſs Muſh- 
room ſcornfully obſerved, © were all geeſe.” 

Mrs. Feverſham's reply was ready ; but 
the Counteſs's * Who is this Miſs Buhanun?” 
and Lady Caroline's * Nobody,” ſtopped 
her; and the toaſt having gone round, the 
ladies retired to cards, where the gentlemen 
ſoon joined them, and nothing more was s ſaid 
of Miſs Buhanun. 

The Major's curioſity was however excit- 
ed; the Colonel's poſthumous letter in Roſa's 
favour, was a ſort of introductory right to 
an acquaintance, his deceaſed relation meant 

ES. ſhould 
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ſhould take place, and he again deferred his 
return home till he ſhould have ſeen the ob- 
ject to whom, as Sir Solomon Muſhroom 
ſaid, the Colonel was very very foolliſhly at- 
tached; that great man had indeed ſaid many 
other things ſo foreign to his taſte, that he took 
a final leave of him, and ordered a chaiſe next 
* to Mount-Pleaſant. | 


CHAP. 


— = T 
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5 C HAP. X. | 


Traits of the Buhanun Family. 


WEN Major Buhanun was announced 
at Mount-Pleaſant, the pure and eloquent 
blood ſo wrought in” Roſa's © cheeks, one 
might almoſt ſay her body thought, but it 
retreated with the returning * ang leſt 
her pale as death. 

Mrs. Harley directed the centleman't to be 
conducted to the drawing room. 
The Major introduced himſelf by ſhewing 
the Colonel's letters, and after lamenting the- - 

myſtery that hung over the affairs of the de- 

ceaſed, which prevented his making the pro- 
viſions recommended in theſe extraordinary 
I 3 ſub- 
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fubſtitutes for a will, added that not = 


curioſity, but a wiſh to be known to a perſon 


fo dear to Colonel Buhanun, impelled him to 


pay her his reſpects before he returned to 
Scotland. f 
The Major had too ah enſe to expect 


a goddeſs from the high colouring of Mrs. 


Feverſham, but he was alſo too well verſed 
in female candour, not to believe Miſs 


Muſhroom's © gdecent and that's all,” would 
turn to ſomething above mediocrity, 


With all the mild enthuſiaſm of warm frie nd- 


ip founded on humanity, cheriſhed by virtue, 
and conſitmed by judgement, Mrs. Harley 


deſeanted on the ſuperior charms” which in 
perſon, mind, and talent, graced her beloved 
pupil, and then ſent to ſummons woe” — 
the ſchool. 
Roſa had been Gieintiog chow tow years 
at Mount. Pleafana She was ſo ſmall both 
ture, when ſhe came there, that 
they ſet ber down, as Mr. Brown could not 
aſcertain her age, for ſeven or eight; but Dr. 
:m right, ſaid 
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the was then turned of ten; ſo chat ſhe was 
by his account now in her ſixteenth year. 
Rola had always been remarked for her 
neat taſte in dreſs, preferring elegance to 
ſhow when no reſtriction was laid on her; and 
fince the change in her circumſtances, ſhe 
conſidered plaingeſs as the moſt appropriate | 
to her ſituation. She wore this day a plain 
mullin robe, with black velvet round her 
waiſt and arms; a narrow White ſattin rib- 
bond ran through the front of her hair, to 
confine thoſe luxuriant ringlets which grew in 
graceful profuſi on round her forehead, with- 
out any powder or other ornament, and thus. 
fimply attired, her face glowing with beauty, 
health, and animation, and her fine eaſy figure 
with grace and harmony in every move- 
ment, ſhe appeared to the Major, as ſne 
croſſed a ſmall partere by the window, like 
another Hebe, deſcended from the ſkies. 
but when the door was thrown open, and he 
approached to ſalute her, he ſtarted back, ex- 
claiming, « My God what a hiſtory ! who 
invented it? and for what purpoſe ? you! 
14 * 
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pes, I feel, IM: who you are, dear child! ? 
let! me peruſe thoſe charlie lineaments ; 


this, madam, I am ſure, is Colonel Buhanun's 


daughter; ſhe is a living picture both 
oP oo hy 


Mrs. Harley wa alamed; ſhe rung-and 
ordered her ſervant to wait; the Major had 
the manners of a gentleman ; he talked of 


his interview with Sir Solomon Muſhroom, 


and his acquaintance with, as well as con- 
ſanguinity to Colonel Buhanun ; but the firſt 
might be fiction, as the laſt, ſhe made ſure, was 
untrue; ſhe had often ſeen the Colonel her- 


ſelf; his perſon indeed was: fine, but his com- 
plexion and features were too remarkably 
plain to be forgotten. 


« I fancy, Sir,” ſaid the Wy lady, al- 
ſuming courage in the preſence of her ſer- 


vant, you have never ſeen Colonel Buhanun.“ 


I ſee him now,” ſaid the Major, look- 
ing tenderly earneſt at Roſa * this is bis 
daughter.“ 

Roſa wept, the Major led ber to ry 


| ſeat. 
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« Ah Sir?” ſaid ſhe, “ you are ſtrangely 
miſtaken; it was indeed my benefactors will 
I ſhould call him father; but I well know 
and remember all my claims were on his' 
A z1 was * * ol * W 
no more. j 
* You amaze me,” l th Major; ; 
cannot be miſtaken—your voice—ſo: 
like your—do you. know yOu: mother 2 

did the Cdlonel ever“ | 

Roſa coloured crimſon deep, re . 

| ney her burning cheeks. 3 

I would not diſtreſs you, but a 
ſwer me, do you recollect any _ 15 . 
mother? ? N 7 

| She anſwered without bed * Per- 
fectly, and of my father too—g—ꝛ | 

Good God!“ exclaimed he; thewaſier 
a long pauſe ; © but- obe thing more, did 
the Colonel know theſe- parents? had he 
any acquaintance with them ?: was he their 
benefactor as well as yours? | 

„The Colonel - Colonel Buhanun 1 
acquaintance with ſuch. DIY , as 
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. — ah wt; as Mrs. Harley ſays, 
nl cannot ee Fes faid bes am 
tenderly gazing on her; c you are very 
lovely ; but I may ſay to you, and to that 
lady, yon could not know Colonel Buhanun, 
ag I Rnew him, the pride, and boaſt of his 
race; you have not ſeen him climb the ſteep 
clift, leap: the wide chaſm, and fkim over his 
native Highlands with grace, ſtrength, and 
agility, more Acct than his favorite grey- 
hound; his auburn locks ſporting in the 
wind, and his fine face out bluſhing even 
female modeſty: No, young lady, you have 
only ſeen him the prey of diſeaſe, the victim 
of deſpair,” Ah my vretched couſin! ſuch. 
as I have deſcribed did I leave the blooming 
hope of my twin brother, when 1 went with. 
my regiment- to the Weſt Indies; what a. 
wreck—what a miſerable wreck did I find 
him at my return. His paſſions—but his 
ſtory 1s beſt conſigned to oblivion—they 
were his ruin; in the frenzy of deſpair, 
ſhockingto relate he had ſwallowed laudanum, 
and at the moment I entered his chamber, 
his 
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| ki father, my poor brother, was at once 
agonized for the ſon, and praying for the 
ſuicide.” The Major pauſet. g 
Roſa's head funk involuntarily on the 
arm of the Major, and her tears were ac- 
companied by thoſe of Mrs. ET who- 
now diſmiſſed her ſervant... + 
e Such a ſtory,” reſumed! the Mager 
« ſhould be brief; the irritated ſtate of my 
poor nephew's mind co- operated with ſtrong 
emetics; he threw up a great quantity of the 
fatal draught; but enough was left to de- 
ſtroy every veſtige of what he had been; his 
features, ſtrained and diſtorted as they were 
hy convulſion, never returned to their fine 
ſymetry; the blue veins were no. longer ſeen. 
meandring over his. fine ſkin, the hue of 
which. totally. changed, and three months 
that he lay deprived of all his ſtrength and 
faculties, he looked every hour more and more 
like a living corps; but the temporary death. 
had no. power over his paſſions ; they revived 
as memory returned; to preſerve not only 
his exiſtence, but the in ſhort his friends, 
en whom J was perhaps the moſt active, 
1 6. forced | 
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| forced him abroad before his mental "POM 
ties were perfectly reſtored, or his ſtrength was 
nearly recovered, it could not be avoided; and 
I have learnt he retained ſo acute a ſenſe of 
' this. neceſſary cruelty, that he abjured all his 
kindred with the warmeſt indignation; ſo 
that I am ſurpriſed to find he left an open 
poſſibility of my inheriting his fortune. My 
poor brother could not ſurvive the abſence: 
and miſery of his only ſon.“ Again * 
Major pauſed. . 
V dear benefactor 13 cried Roſa, au 
es. x 
25 Yes, madam,” bene the "WAY ads 
dreſling Mrs, Harley, „this young lady, 
lovely as we ſee her, is the moſt perfect reſein- 
blance of what Colonel Buhanun was before his 
misfortunes nature ever formed; and having- 
ſome reaſon to believe he has, or had a child) 
who muſt have been about her age, the im- 
| preſſion is fo ſtrong: on my mind, I cannot 
mme diately give it up. Where, my love, 
was you born? who can trace your infancy? 
if my feeling and judgment do not deceive 
me, a will yet be * happy, even ad- 
| d 1 mitting 
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. 


mitüng we have n no e from the Colonel's 3 


fortune.“ 
Poor Roſa 1 too eaſily convince e Em 


conſanguinity. 


Doctor Croak ae in a 1 0 of ere 


that the effuſions of tenderneſs with which his 
manly heart overflowed, has no es in | 


x. 


| intimacy which ſubſiſted between Roſa and 
Elinor, when the latter was ſu ppoſed tobe two 
or three years older, recurred to the time and 
circumſtances of her birth, of which he had 
made a minute. He was at this time con- 
fined by the gout at his country houſe; and 
the Major, on hearing theſe particulars, re 


ſolved to wait on him immediately. 


Mrs. Harley could not but approve of ſo 


proper a meaſure; a ſentiment. roſe in lier 
heart which could not be called hope; yet it 


gave her pleaſure, and ſhe earneſtly invited 


him to return, and take a 1 at . 


Pleaſant. 

Doctor Croak ned to vieks Majar'e every 
circumſtance reſpecting Roſa's birth, exactly 
as he had before done to the Colonel; and 
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Mik-Bawſky' s generous heart overflowed i in 
praiſes of the object of his enquiry. 105 
There was now no reaſonable REN wg 
doubt; yet againſt reaſon the Major did 
doubt; and on his return to Mount-Pleaſant 
the intereſt Roſa had already excited in his 
heart, was encreaſed by a difplay of all the 
called forth with no ſmall degree of pride, 
both in reſpect to herſelf and her pupil. 
The harp and the piano forte were equally 
Giada to Roſa ;: the Major preferred the 
former; and after ſeveral fine Italian ſongs, 
wich the accompanyments, on his aſking if 
ſne knew any Scotch muſie, ſhe inſtantly 
played and ſung the maid: of Selma, tears. 
ſtealing down her cheek: at © the pleaſant: 
yet mournful.. „ wiſh Þ were where 
Helen lies, ſucceeded with equal taſte and 
feeling. She painted, as Mrs. Feverſham 
faid, prettily; ſmall portraits of Mrs. Harley, 
and many of her friends ornamented the room 
in which they e 4 ere frames of: 
ko fine works. ob e Bert 26 2 
| | . . | 855 The 
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7 he Major was maſter of French, and 
Fg a little of Italian; Roſa converſed with. 
caſe in both; he was aſtoniſhed ; he had 
ſeen many handfome and many accompliſhed; 
women; but here was an. aſſemblage of 
beauty and-talent that excelled all his hay 
of perfection. 

Major Buhanun was not in loge mich 
Roſa, but he felt a ſentiment for her as tender 
and often more d ente bin paſſion. When 
he retired to his chamber ſhe floated on his: 
imagination, and he erally flaw her where | 
the was not. — 

He aroſe from thay tumbled Glowe ae 
fatigued than en vague. ideas” 
had mixed with the dark nothings of 


| nocturnal reſtleſsneſs, he much wiſhed, but 


deſpaired of bringing to perfection; and he 
took leave of the ladies with ſolemn promiſe 
to repeat his viſit before he returned to 
Scotland. 

Roſa 3 a tear, nh Mrs. Harley 
tenderly. kiſſed off; and they returned to 
that remedy for low Piris, vapours, regret, 
and ennui, that oblivion of ſorrow, . Laud- 
. #2 ; N WE able 
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able employment,” which, if the reader will 
believe an experienced matron, cures not 
only many diſorders of the nerve, but is a 
grand ſpecific againſt love itſelf, The muſes, 
though they lived among a parcel of amorous 
gods, were all immaculate, rand they 
were buſy. 

The Major, howeber, had no ſuch remedy 
at hand; all he could do with near thirty 
miles before him, alone in a poſt · chaiſe, was 
to think and re- think over the laſt twenty 
four hours, except indeed making up now 
and then for the deficiencies of the night 
by a ſhort nap; and as we ſhall be ſoon on 
a very intimate footing with this gentleman 

and his family, it may be aj, ah to let _ 
reader i into ſome of their ſecrets. 

Major Buhanun was the eldeſt of "ny twin- 
ſons of a younger branch of the ancient en 

: ha == of the Buhanuns. 
His eſtate was more famous for the many 
generations it had remained in poſſeſſion of 
the ſame line of inheritance, than the amount 
of its rent roll; the old caſtle in which he 


was dom, was a Pictureſque memento of 
ancient 
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ancient grandeur; and was preſerved by the 

Major with the religious enthuſiaſm he de- 
rived from his father. Though ſome parts 
were now moderniſed, much the larger con- 
tinued in the ſame ſtate, and retained the ſame 
ornaments and furniture that had attracted 

curiolity, and inſpired repent ſeveral centuries 
back. ; 
The Buhanuns ok Caſtle Gowrand, the 
name of their reſidence, always lived up to 
their rent roll; ſo that the younger branches 
having no inheritance but perſonal grace, for 
which they were remarkable, and good blood 
in their veins, would have been forced by ne- 
ceſſity into ſituations degrading to their pride 
of anceſtry, if the family arrangements of the 
North were not eſſentially different from thoſe 
of the South, and if the elder branches did not 
feel themſelves honoured or diſgraced in the 
reſpective conduct of the younger; for which 


reaſon they conſidered it their intereſt, as wellas 


duty, to give them what ſupport might con- 
duce to the one, in order to avoid the odium of 
the other; the good effect of this national policy 
is daily exemplified by the intermarriages of 

| the 
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the wealthy people of rank throughout Scot- 
land with their own leſs fortunate neigh- 
ms: wh and relations. 
Wallace Buhanun, the Major 8 brother, 
had married a pretty kinſwoman in his own 
unfortunate predicament; Caſtle Gowrand 
Was nevertheleſs opened to him and his por- 
tionleſs bride by his laird and brother, and 
there was the patron of our heroine born. 
© The laird, as the Major was then called, 
loved his brother, and doated on young 
Wallace; for whoſe ſake he avowed he con- 
tinued a" batchelor; but the boundleſs 
troſpitality of his ſpirit; frequent excurſions 
to the South; winters in Edinburgh; "and 
large ſhooting parties at home in ſummer ; 
befides the increaſing expences of his bro- 
ther's family, were productive of inconve- 
nience; and the laird made a ſudden reſo- 
Jutton to retrieve his deranged circumſtatices 
by getting a commiſſion in the army, living 
on his pay, and putting his eſtate tc nurſe, | 
except the Caſtle, and as much land near it 
as would fupport his brother, whoſe wife dy- 
| ing! about UE period, be devoted all | his 
p | | time 
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time to the education and improvement of 
young Wallace. 
Enſign Buhanun felt the humiliating ching 
neceſſity impoſed ; but he felt it like one of 
his own hardy race, —reſolved to attone for 
paſt indiſcretion; he was frugal, ſober, and 
ſtrictly attentive to the duty of the profeſ- 
ſion he had embraced; and after ſerving on 
the Continent during the war, exchanged on 
the eſtabliſnment of peace into a regiment 
ſtationed in the Weſt Indies, where he . 
tained his preſent rank, 

As the retrieving his drein n was 
his original motive for entering the ſervice, 


and as that was a meaſure that had coſt him 


no little regret and mortification, the facri- 
fice of pride and conviviality to neceſſity had 
been too painful not to produce an unremit- 
ting attention to the only means of reſtoring 
him to his Caſtle, and that to its hoſpitable 
credit; he had the good fortune to marry a 
plain creolian widow, and as many people 
thought it, the ſtill better fortune to bury 
her, as he brought to England twenty thou- 
ſand . partly the fruits of his own right 
| ceconomy, 


—— 
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ceconomy, and partly the fortune of; 8 
defunct. 

He had always intended young Wallace 
Joy his heir; nor did this affectionate fore- 
caſt for his nephew receive the leaſt interrup- 
tion from his marriage, as the bride poſſeſſed 
the advantage of fifty years experience; but 
the ſituation in which he found his family at 
Caſtle Gowrand, which has been partly de- 
ſeribed, and which deprived him of the ſociety 
and happineſs he had long built on as the 

comforts of declining life, left his mind in 
that fort of deranged: unſettled reſtle ſsneſs 
moſt dangerous to the liberty of an unmarried 
man of fiſty, and beſt calculated to forward the 
operations of a paix of men 18 ſhould wy 
ſuch aſſail him. 

I be Major had twice A at the houſe 
fs ſhip- broker, a man who talked much, 
and entertained well; out of five handſome 
daughters, one only remained ſingle and that 
one, as the fates. would have it, was carried 
by her papa to Harrowgate, where he and 
her mother went for the benefit of the waters, 
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and where alſo the Major came for— 
amuſement. 
Tis really a migbty filly FOR for a lord 4 

the creation, who regards his liberty, to take 
vp his reſidence in a boarding houſe at Har- 
rowgate, where there are pretty women, 
whoſe papa's and mamma's being invalids, 
render them a kind of tax on the politeneſs of 
| ſtrangers. . 

Harriet Wilſon was Br OE at a ſchool 
near the metropolis, where there muſt have 
been a prodigious overflow of talent, ſince 


every thing was taught 1 in a ſhort time for 
very little money. | 


Miſs could play a few act on the 
piano forte, talk bad French very faſt, make 
fillagree and ſplaſh work, enter a room with- 
out bluſhing, and ſo; her education . 

complete, ſhe was taken home. 
Mr, Wilſon, who knew the Major's cir- . 
cumſtances in every reſpect, and who under- 
ſtanding he was coming to Harrowgate, found 
the waters would be of benefit to himſelf, gave 
Harriet her leſſon and took her with him, 
and this Miſs being very young, very pretty, 


and 


* 
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and-above all things very: docile, * Major | 


fell in love. 

The broker Guntity confeſſed: his inability 
to give his daughter a fortune; but what is 
fortune to a batchelor of fifty in love with a 
Miſs of eighteen ! the Major de ſpiſed all inte- 
reſted motives; Harriet was the only treaſure he 
wanted. He accompanied them to London, 
and the match was concluded with a precipi- 
tancy that credited the policy of the broker, 
who was always remarkable for expediting 
all affairs in which he was concerned; and 
the Major was made the ee man in 


the world. 15 - 
Though Mr. Wilſon could not give his 


Ages a fortune, he equipped her well 
with cloaths, trinkets, and a liberal aſſortment 
of all the little elegancies, which, without be- 
ing too . we a elf dreſſed 
belle. e 
5 * ee lriag vin: be: more diſpoſed 

to cut a daſn than Mrs. Bubanun ; ſhe had a 
very full ſenſe of her own merits, and in point 
. of mes © charms was vt well * 
* | ps + 

It 


6 
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It was indeed mortifying to bury ſuch 
Gas perfections in the North; but as ſhe, 
pre-determined to be a luminary of the firſt 
order, ſhe reached Caſtle Gowrand in charm- 
ing ſpirits and. high good humour. 

Every peaſant in Scotland may be a 
claical ſcholar ;- but the education neceſſary 
to form a gentle woman is in general too ex- 
penſive for private families, or at too great a 
diſtance to be attained ; ſo that though fe 
women of any country excel the Scots 
ladies in affability and inborn politeneſs, they 
are in moſt inſtances indebted to their on 
native graces for their nien powers of. 
pleaſing. g 

To the country ladies about Cattle 
Gowrand, whoſe eſtimation of. their. own. 
modeſt graces were ſunk. in their admiration, 
of the charming ſtranger, and her ſuperficial _ 
accompliſhments, Mrs. Buhanun appeared a 
model for imitation and reſpect; and the 
men who have made it the faſhion 
to admire Engliſn beauty, and prefer it, 
though often inferior to that of their own, 

| country, 


country, celebrated and toaſted her in all 
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ET 
To a feminine ſoftneſs of countenance, 


eie eyes, regular features, good com- 
plexion, and well proportioned figure, Mrs. 


Buhanun added a vivacity and chearfulneſs 
that rendered her the life of her company; 
ſhe ſung agreeably; could dance the eight 


and forty hours round, without complaining 


of fatigue; and was ſo general a favourite, 
that her arrival at Caſtle Gowrand ſeemed to 
be the Ggnal for Re; entertainments, and 
—_— 

The bride was viſited by and viſited every 
family within forty miles ; balls, the general 
finale” to the hoſpitable | meetings that keep 


alive connexions in that country, were given 


at all the neighbouring ſeats, and returned 
with additional taſte at Caſtle Gowrand. 
The Major and his young bride. were 


8 equally carried away by the faſcination of the 
moment; it was his pride, which was grati- 


* * 


fitd even to intoxication by the univerſal ad- 


miration of the treaſure he poſſeſſed; it was 


— 


+ her's, which never could be gratified, to be 
adored by all the world. 


CHAP. 


Lo 


Tak GOA GIRL 193 


7 2 $ 7 . * 
4 e „ . S #74 N £4 3 77 13 1 1 1 5 » 
Z LAS +44 > WY © . 4 4 * Hoey 
2 * E 4 
5 1 5 * 
- * MER 3 GS” 1 I > 7 * 8 ; Y 
wht F * 4 bp 7 4 CY 3 1 1 * 8 8 * * * 22 
MEM ply 14 5 $ . a * * L 
* E, 


f < 
EXE. © % 8 2 wu L 
5 Te 108 . , 71 1 
. FE I. * 3% 3 5 7 2 #4 : 
. wes * 
— 


More traits of the Bubanun family; Hrwing how 
old men who ; marry young wives, and — 


997419153 9 Bs © in 2 


AL wi 


= 
_7 who marry old men, may happen % 
# 7 4 4 54 * $ * * r { 
. 2 101 2 e — 1 * 
4 . 
Ds te n miſunderfland each other. has 
S » . 1 wh if 3 ws 
& 1 x54 * 4 4 1 n #5 * 21 1 5 
* *% 
* RY * * — 
777ͥͤ ²˙¹ u... 8 
7 
* : x 
3 


Small interruption to dhe conſtant 
routine of pleaſure at Caſtle Gowrand took 5 
place on the appearance of a young 
ſtranger, whom Mis. Buhanun amel 
within a twelvemonth aſter her marriage. 
The Mäjor's devoirs were now carried 
from his lady's toilet to the nurſery, where 
the new and delightful ſenſations which filled 
his paternal heart fixed him the greateſt part 
of the day, and proved there were ſources 
vol. 11. e 1 


19 


i. 


for a rational mind, more 5 and in- 
finitely leſs expenſive, than thoſe into which 


he had I. and hich, by the laſt 


year's eſtimate, he ſaw would reduce his for- 


tune, at the very time when it was moſt ne- 


ceſſary rather to augment it; but as Mrs, 
Buhanun's engagements ſucceeded each other 
ſo rapidly; as ſhe had no day, nor indeed 
hour, except thoſe. abſolutely neceffary to re- 
eruit her ſpirits, but what were devoted to 
engagements at ther, "houſes, « or receiving 
large parties at hef on; the had no time to 
reflect, had the Major been able to ſummon 


reſolution - to communicate his eee to 
her 3 


After bin of his third child, he hols 


ever hinted, -with/the) utmoſt tenderneſs and 

090d humour, at the reduction his enereaſing 
and probably numerous family would render 
neceſſary in his expences; and he even took 


courage to point out to her example, the con- 
duct of ſome women of faſhion in the circle 


of their RY han * COW 


their can children. A lann3:hn 
VV 


1 


a YL % wc 
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But the Major had married to gratify his 
_ paſſions, without recollecting there were ſuch 
things as reaſon and reflection; his helpmate 
was an excellent ſunſhine companion; ſhe 
had adopted a mode of living, and a ſtyle: 


of expence, too Hattering to her vanity, and 


too congenial to her natural inclination, to 
admit the neceſſity of altering the one, or 
retrenching the other. The Major reaſoned, 
remonſtrated, and reſented ; no matter! the 
lady was till beautiful, lively, and diffipated, 
and a fourth child was added to his happineſs 
and care, without intereſting the mother fur- 
ther, than in chuſing and hiring nurſes when 
ſhe failed to carry her favorite point ot hav- 
ing them put out, which ſne contended was 
not only the moſt healthful, but moſt œõο - 
mical mode of bringing up à family. - 
Caſtle Gowrand was, as we have ſaid, a 
large romantic building, which had deſcended | 
in a regular line of anceſtry to the preſent 
poſſeſſor, whoſe veneration for the ancient 
feudal ſyſtem of the country. was evinced by 
e for every object, that kept up the 
"<7 K 2 5 1 = 
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recollection of paſt times, even to the tapeſtry 
x hangings and furniture of his Caſtle. 
Mrs. Buhanun had indeed ene the 
drawing, eating, and principal bed rooms; 
ſhe had exchanged the old damaſk and gilt 
corniced beds for ſmart chintz and white 
dimity; and though on gala nights, when the 
houſe was filled even to the ſervants beds, the 
good humoured idlers laughed at the ſhifts 
they were put to, yet as on leſs crowded 
decaſions Mrs. Buhanun choſe to accom- 
modate her friends with elegance, it was 
really a provoking whim in the Major to in- 
ſiſt on appropriating two of the en. 
menis to his infant family. 97 191% 
But unfortunately as Mrs. Buhanun choſe | 
to think it, her huſband, from the molt in- 
dulgent good creature breathing, was be- 
coming quite a croſs, obſtinate, old fellow, 
little deſerving the * 18 ſo young and 
beautiful a ſpouſe. 1 92 
be truth was, the balance of every d ac- 
count ſo ſeriouſly exceeded the arrangements 
he had made for family diſburſements, and the 


claims both in preſent and future, on his 
tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs as well as fortune, were ſo faſt in- 
creaſing, that he had afflicted himſelf, and 
diſguſted his wife, by continual and unavailing 
repreſentations of the conſequence of her 
giddy conduct, till finding all the parental 
duties muſt center in himſelf, he reſolved on 
at leaſt a partial reform, by abſenting himſelf 

from the moſt objectionable parties, and 

limiting the expences of his family. 

Mrs. Buhanun, who between ſpleen diſ- 
Gpation and breeding grew. very delicate in 
her conſtitution, very good naturedly aſcribed 
her bad health to her huſband's ill humour, and 
thereby eſtabliſhed his character as a moroſe, 
miſerly brute, and her own as a ſuffering 
angel, among her numerous circle of friends, 
male and female; in conſequence of which 
Mrs. Buhanun ſaw leſs company at Caſtle 
Gowrand, and was ſeen. very little there 
herſelf. 

The Major, fatisfied with his own + cont 
made no appeal to others, when he found that 
to the mother of his children failed: he ob- 
ſerved with grief her coldneſs and inattention to 
them increaſe after every altercation with him, 


K 3 | and 
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and conſidering from the juvenile perdad of 
her life, and advanced one of his own, it 
was more than poſſible they might be leſt 
to the care of a mother, not only void of 
prudence, but deſtitute of maternal affec- 
non, he at length forbore to urge her; but 
having made his will, under the opinion and 
advice of an able lawyer, and appoint- 
ed guardians for their perſons and property, 
he united to the character of the tendereſt of 
fathers that of the moſt diligent preceptor, 
devoting all his time to the preſervation of 
their health, the cultivation of their talents and 
* of their morals. | 

The conſequence of this conduct on che 
| een of the huſband, and of that on the part 
of the wife was, an eſtrangement of affection 
n him — jcalouſy, ill humour, and ill manners 
In her. © The children, three of whom were 
girls, and the youngeſt a boy, grew all a fond 
parent could with, and the more lovely 
they appeared to the doating Major the 
more unathiable did he think that mother who 
n hear of” "UE" Innocent” a with 


- apathy, 


8 A 
4 7 
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apathy, and behold their gemeine Hikes with 
inclifference. 7 

Mrs. Buhanun 'spride was oat by her 
huſband's coldneſs; but though that pride 
was accompanied by a pang of regret, it 
would not ſtoop to recall the kind heart ſne 
had loſt, by adopting the maternal character 
ſo lovely in his eyes. 

She conſulted her glaſs, there all was as 
it uſed to be; the face he neglected was ſtill 


charming; her unſubdued ſpirit found re- 


ſources in the continued adiniration ſhe ex- 
cited; and ſhe affected in her turn to treat her 
huſband with the moſt frigid coldneſs. 
The Major's only notice of this conduct 
was, a further retrenchment on extra expences; 
an act of ſuch unheard of eruelty, that the 
enraged lady proteſted, in all the tearful 
dignity of female reſentment, no man could 
treat his wife, and ſuch a wife, in that manner, 
except he were attached to ſome other wo- 
man; who that other woman could be, was 
however a myſtery neither ſhe, nor her very 
clever Abi gall could for a e time bo TORTS 
as gel ar. COM i 
* | In 
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e the midſt of cheſe heart rending 
| troubles, an event happened that opened A 


| [ proſpect of comfort to poor Mrs. Buhanun 


from a ſource little hoped, and leſs e 
even in her children. | 
This Nas a declaration of the * 
Ducheſs, who ſtopped a night at Caſtle 
Gowrand, that Kattie Buhanun, the eldeſt 
daughter, would be a complete beauty. 
The child's face was certainly. known to 
her mother, but it was the combination, not 
the delicacy of her features, that was familiar ; ; 
all that had hitherto ſtruck her of Kattie was, 
that ſhe grew monſtrous tall, that her frocks 
were as expenſive as her own gowns, and that 
ſhe was an overgrown awkward thing; but 
the beauty was no ſooner diſcovered by the 
Ducheſs, than ſheſct about ſerutinizing it her- 
ſelf; from that moment Kattie was a favorite, 
and carried into all her parties, when Papa 
could be coaxed into permiſſion. 
At this period the ſmall pox. that now 
8 yanquiſhed foe to beauty, became very fatal 
in the neighbourhood of Caſtle Gowrand, 
and every precaution was —_ to preſerye the 


165 


1 
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inhabitants of the Caſtle from infection; but 
the Major's only ſon, a beautiful healthy 
boy of five years old, was too wild and vola- 
tile to be kept within the bounds preſcribed 


by his father, his little rambles were fatal to 1 


him, and his ſickening was the ſignal of alarm 
to his handſome mother, who not certain 


whether ſhe had, or had not had the fat * * 


_ diſtemper, took the beauty with her to the 
| houſe of a female friend, as gay and as 
thoughtleſs as herſelf, who had long preſſed 
her to paſs a few ne with her in the Weſt 
Highlands. | - | 

Willy Buhanun's diſorder was ſo e 
he loſt his ſenſes with the feyer the third day, 
and as all his ideas ſeemed fixed on the gude 
weef at Danald Ferguſon's wee hooſe by the 
| burnſeed;” the Major, in the fond ſolicitude | 
of his heart, though he. knew nothing of his 


acquaintance at Donald's, ſent for the man, 


to appeaſe the eager delirium, of his darling 
ſon ; but was aſtoniſhed, when his ſeryant re- 
turned, inſtead of. ſeeing. Donald, as he eä - 
pected, to receive a card of ebene | 
: K 5 57 from | 
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fo a Mrs. Walſingham to Mr. and Mes 
" Buhanun, requeſting leave to viſit Maſter 
Willy. The card was written in a neat 
Italian hand, ſealed and directed in a ſtyle of 
Iperloriry; that convinced him he had un- 
known, and unheard of by himſelf, a perfect 
gentlewoman for his near neighbour, Donal 


\ 1 Ferguſon's wee hooſe being juſt off the 
We boundaries of his own eſtate, and within his 


W 1540 
He immediately wrote ah anſwers, FRO! 
gSieing for his wife's abſence, expreſſing his 
_ grateful ſenſe of the lady's kindneſs, which he 
_ thankfully accepted, and waited _— honour 
| of hex company. | 
Mrs. Walſingham, whoſe affection for 
Willy had brought her after the ſervant to 
"the lodge of Caſtle Gowrand, and who there 
waited the anſwer to her note, haſtened as 
ſoon as the received it to the bed fide of 
young Bukanun, who ſprang into her arms, 
- and leaning his burning head on her boſom, 
fell into a lumber fo fweet and compoſed as 
mingled bleflings on the ftranger with the re- 
0 _ of the Wr lather. | | 
The 


"FH. Mor! conſidered the ”— as che 
guardian angel of his. ſon, and his feelings, 
when he ſaw the maternal- careſſes ſhe be- 

ſtowed on him, were too acute for utteranee; 

ſhe entreated him to leave the child to her 
care, and declared her wiſh to Ray and attend 
bim through has _ of the ene en 

diſorder. | 

The Major could ſt bow his chad) as 
at her deſire he left the room, which his grati- 
tude and curioſity equally excited; and find- 
ing Donald Ferguſon had attended the kind 
ſtranger to Caſtle Gowrand, and waited her 
directions, ſent for him to gratify the latter. 

Donald had leſt his paternal home, ce the 
wee hooſe on the burnſeed, to follow the 
occupation of a fiſherman below Dundee, 
where he married, and by dint of the -meſt* 
laborious / induſtry, not only maintained his 
wife, but added the comforts of life to the 
bare exiſtence which a very ſmall freehold by 
the burnſeed afforded a deaf mothe fr and the 
daughter of his deceaſed * h Nr 
* F * 194437 & 
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WW tween} two precipices, where a few. half. 


wy without. 
tt The well Howe danger it in 5 


hibited ſcenes of diſtreſs and death to theſe; 
poor people, which were the more terrible, 
as from their ſituation behind a ridge ot. 
rocks, it was ſeldom poſſible for them to, af- 
| ford aſſiſtance to the wretched ſufferers... 


_ fea that had raged in terrifying fury through a 
WW tempeſtuous night, during which, the reſt of 
WB the little labouring community had, been. 
broken by ſignals of diſtreſs, and they were 
ſearching every cavity in the rocks for parts, 
* a veſſel they . muſt have been 
{nod - DD 4-3 wrecked 
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Donald's cabin was cloſe by the element. 
on which he fůbſiſted, in a kind of nook be- | 


"naked families intermarried with each 
other, and had no other commerce with the 
reſt of the world than that of felling their 
fiſn, and purchaſing the neceſſaries, not that 
they wanted, but which nature could ot exiſt, 


-neather, on the coaſt of Scotland, often ex- 


After one very dreadful ſtorm, when the, 
ſun roſe in majeſtic beauty on the boſom of a 
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wrecked during the ſtorm, Donald chanced to 
go nearer the ſea than his comrades, andſtarted: 
at the ſound of human agony, which he found 
proceeded from a female, who had been caſt 
by the violence of the waves into a chaſm in 
the rock, ſcarce large enough for her body, 
where being in a manner impriſoned, the 
ſucceeding billows had waſhed over her, 
without carrying her back, and where ſhe mu 
breathed, totally unable to move. 

Donald immediately called to his neigh- 
bours ; the poor: ſtranger was with great diſ- 
ficulty got up, and carried, covered with 
bruiſes and one leg broken, to Donald's 
cabin. + am $1 | | 

The wife of Donald was a lily womans _ 
with an excellent heart; ſhe attended the: 
ſtranger, while a ſurgeon was | fetched from 
Dundee, who ſet her leg, and drefled the 
wounds and bruiſes ſne had received ; by in- 
ceſſant care ſhe recovered to life and recol- 
«tion the more painful, as poor Nelly, the; 
wife of her preſerver, having exceeded her 
ſirength.in. attending and watching her, died 

Ms * the 
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the victim of humanity on the ſame. day that 
the AN ee * ra e con- 
Faleſcent. 
Donald' ldiBreſi-ac W en 
the chain of gratitude that bound her to his 
intereſt; ſhe preſented him witha ſum of money 
that placed him in a comparative ſtate of af- 
fluence, and underſtanding he was a native of 
the more intericr part of the cpuntry, that he 
had a mother and niece living in the houſe 
he would one day inherit, ſhe journeyed 
with him o the wee n on the burn- 
feed. 

The feuation ene to Ki he melan- 
choly complexion of her mind; ſhe had it 
enlarged, and made convenient for her own 
reſidence, retaining young Annie as her 
female, and Donald as her male domeſtic, 
with charge however to both, to appear o 
manage entirely for themſelves, without 
letting it Ny" "ſe" Srl had an in- 

e 
Mrs. Walngham ha: Rm fo porn 
_ as to have about her, when the ſhip ſtruck, 2 
quantity of bank notes, which, though wet, 
retained their value; theſe were, perhaps, 
accord- 


/ 
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aivorlng to her preſent plan, more than ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer all the demands of a long 
life; but whether ir was the whole of her 
fortune; whether ſhe had in the more buſy 
world, friends, connexions, or acquaintance; 
were circumſtances that neyer dropped from 
her own lips, and was therefore never WERE 
of by the honelt fiſherman. 

In the addition made to the wee hooſe at 


the burnſeed, as it had always been called, 


her particular directios were that the out- 
ward appearance ſhould exactly correſpond 
with the old building, and before ſhe left 


Dundee, ſne had got from London, by one 


of the Traders, packages of furniture, which 


Donald carried to his wee hooſe in a cart, ſhe 


enabled him to perchaſe for that purpoſe ; and 
if the affectionate fidelity he felt for his new 
miſtreſs was not encreaſed, when he ſaw the 


contents of theſe packages, it certainly added 


to his reſpect. 


When Mrs. Walfingham's apartments 


were arranged, though ſhe read much, wrote, L 
and played on the piano forte and guitar, her 


mind d ſtrong, active, and generous, found a 
vacuum, 
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vacuum, which ſhe filled in a manner that re- 
vealed the ſecret ſhe had been. ſo anxious to 
conceal. ha 

Donald RG direted to. find out every. 
| object of diſtreſs in the vicinity, and being 
alſo empowered to relieve them, it ſoon 
tranſpired that Donald. Ferguſon, a pawky 
loon, had a gude weef ſtaying tull the wee 
hooſe by the burnſeed,. wha had.. bigged 
anaither hooſe wi mickle gear and ſiller; but 


as this was a piece of news that followed her 
benefactions among the very . poorer ſort of 


people; and as the peaſantry of Scotland 

hve and die in the. preciſe ſtate in which they 
were, born, without ambition and -too often 
without induſtry, the reports among them 


were not like to reach Mrs. Buhanun's polite, 


or the Major 8 more contracted circle; ſo that 
no ſuch perſon as the gude weef at Donald 


Ferguſon's had ever been heard of at Caſtle 


Gowrand. 

Willy Buhanun was a * rambler 5, 112 
yellow hair, roſy cheeks, and ſturdy limbs 
were ſeen peeping into every, cottage in the 
neighbourhood ; he had ſtrayed through a 


wood 
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wood that bounded his father's eſtate, one 
ſummer evening, gathering wild ſtrawberries, 
till he had loſt his companions, and happening 

to turn to the left, inſtead of the right, follow- 
ed a winding path that brought him by de- 
grees to the margin of a clear. river, in ſome 
places paſſable, over large white ſtones, that 
looked as if placed there by the hand of nature 
for the ſole purpoſe of accommodating her 
ruſtic children, and in others deep and- 
clear. -; 
Willy booked ond ws ae paſſed 
this river in many. other parts of it many 
times, and recollecting his nurſe lived ſome 
where on the other ſide, proceeded from 
ſtone to ſtone, till miſſing his ſtep, he ens 
over his head into the water. 

1 he windows of Mrs. Walſingham' 8 
apartments faced the river; ſhe was ſitting 
in that kind of liſtleſs way that ſpoke an ab- 
ſent, but not a vacant mind, when the plunge 
alarmed her, and Donald being fortunately, 
in the houſe, they ruſhed. out in time to ſave 


meg child. 
Willy 
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Willy was at home every where; while his 
clothes were drying he got perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the gude weef; and though he was 
cunning enough to conceal the accident at 
home, leaſt it might operate as a reſtraint on 
his little rambles in future, he became a eon- 
ſtant welcome and beloved viſitor at the wee 
hooſe by the burnſeed. 

Mrs. Walſingham's heart was naturally 
affe ctionate, and ſhe would perhaps from ſome 
ſecret recollections, alternately weep and 
careſs her new acquaintance, till he became 
dear and neceſſary to her happineſs y her at- 
tention and ſolicitude were not however an 
antidote againſt the diſeaſe ; it was twenty- 
one days before the eruption appeared; in 
which time the Major's two daughters, and 
a girl that waited on them, alfo fickened, be- 
fides feveral of the inferior ſervants. | 
Such a ſcene of complicated forrow and 
diſtreſs, where all the feelings of the tendereſt 
of fathers and beſt of maſters, were equally 
united; could not fail to intereſt ſuch a heart 
as that of Mrs. Walſingham. Willy expired 

| 1 


— 
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in her arms, and it was at that moment doubt- 


him. 

The late blooming boy Was immediately 
removed from the chamber; and Mrs. 
Walſingham had the goodneſs to transfer the 
tenderneſs and care ſhe had taken of him to 
the two girls, both blind, and loaded with the 
diſorder, which however took a favourable 
criſis, and they were reſtored from the very 
confines of deach, to their tranſported father, 
whoſe firſt grief at the loſs of his ſon, had been 
abſorbed. 1n apprenhenſions for his two n. 
ing comforts. 

A friendſhip founded on compaſſion e on 
one ſide, and obligation on the other, was the 
natural conſequence of an acquaintance be- 
gun at ſo intereſting a period. Mrs. Wal- 
ſingham carried with her, from Caſtle Gow- 
rand, the admiration, gratitude, and reſpect 
of its owner, who rarely after let one day 
elapſe without adding to each of theſe ſenti- 
ments, and paying his reſpects at the wee hooſe. 
Meanwhile Mrs. Buhanun's flight had not 
enſured her fafety ; ſhe either carried the in- 
tection with her, or took it at her friends; 

both 


ful which of the two girls would firſt follow - 
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| both the beautiful Kattie and herſelf ſickened | 
| the ſame day ; but the diſorder ſeemed to 
| have exhauſted its virulence at Caſtle Gow- _ 
| rand; the ladies eſcaped without a mark, and 
| | were perfectly recovered before Mrs. Drum- 
1 'X mond acquainted them with the fatal news 


from the Major, or informed him of their 
fituation. 
The extravagance of Mrs. Buhanun's joy, 
when ſhe returned to Caſtle Gowrand, at 
fight of Emma and Jeſſy, one very much 
marked, the other with a defluxion in her 
eyes, from the effect of a malady the beauty 
and herſelf had ſo well eſcaped, ſnocked the 
father, who with his memory again recurring 
to his blooming boy, could not refrain from 
tears. The thoughtleſs mother, thus awaken- 
ed to-maternal feelings wept, poor Willy! 
ſhe cried, even while contemplating her un- 
altered features in the glaſs ; but as Willy was 
merely a caſual acquaintance, whom ſhe had 
ſeldom time to ſee, her mind reverted to more 
pleaſing ſubjects, while the Major carried his 
grief, his regret, and his two youngeſt daugh- 
ters every ths to no wee hooſe at the burn- 
70 7541 ſeed; 
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ſeed ; and his coldneſs to his wife became ha- 
bitual ; he ceaſed to interfere in her arrange- 
ments, and having loſt his heir, became more 
indifferent to her expences. 

The Major, though his advances to in- 
timacy with Mrs. Walſingham was exceeding 
ſlow, as her natural reſerve was increaſed by the 


account Donald heard of his lady, had now an 


opportunity of contraſting the character of a 
woman whoſe mind, manners, and ſentiments 
were congenial to his own, with that of his leſs 
amiable wife ; as far as the eye could reach, 
the advantage-was all in favour of the latter, 


but where reaſon, judgment, and underſtand- 
ing pointed, it was followed by the deep and 


unavailing ſigh of regret; and he found re 


creation, delight, and relief, in Fug wr 


pally at the burnſeed, 2 7 


1 2 


— 
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4VARS. BUHANUN could not be long 
uninſormed of the new acquaintance her hul- 
band had made; ſhe found this ſtrange 
voman had lived ſeven years in the neigh- 
bourhood of Caſtle Gowrand, the exact 
period from whence ſhe dated the entire 
eſtrangement of her huſband's affection. 

The ſhipwreck, with her removal from 
Dundee, and living in that ſecluded manner, 
was, Mrs. Buhanun ſaid, a pretty ſtery, and 
credited the i inventor. 
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t For how,“ ſaid ſhe, * ſhould a woman, 


taken by a poor fiſherman out of the ſea, who 
has no friend to ſupport, no relation to coun- 


tenance, nor any home to return to, how 
could ſuch a one build rooms, ſtock farms, 


and clothe the poor? or how indeed could any 
decent perſon live with ſuch creatures as 
Donald Ferguſon, | or _ '2 b and 
awk ward niece! ? 


The Major was i ee, mer to vilt 


this extraordinary Momnan ; he even took his 
e eee eee Kattie, who was 
Home to mind her father. Willy's 
illneſs maderhe great diſcovery; but the con- 
ion, — ah l no doubt that had taken place 
long enough; and he who was ſo ſtingy to 
his lawful wife, wanted not liberality to his 
miſtreſs; yes; he could ſupply ber with 
money to build; her new houſe was indeed 
low, thatched, and correfpondent in outward 
appearance to the old one; but the few 
people who” had peeped into the inſide, re- 
lated woiders'of t the tafte and 187 K oy the 
N on 10 $RORM de. 1 
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Theſe concluſions from appearance, which 
it it muſt be confeſſed were myſterious, being 
CC prod withanocid-induſtry, which nothing but 
It | jealouſy could excuſe, quite transformed the 

| gude weef into the guilty miſtreſs among the 
| better ſort; but as ſhe continued to feec 

hungry, clothe the naked, viſit the ſick, and 
adminiſter to the wants of all che poor within 

her reach, ſhe ſtill continued to be n them 
the gude weef of the burnſeed. 10 

The rage that had long been RY 3 the 
ĩreſul heart of Mrs. Buhanun now burſt forth. 

The Major hinted at their mutual obligations 
. to Mrs. Walſingham, and mentioned a viſit 

* from his wife to that lady as an act of pro- 
| priety; on which the flamed out, left the 
room, ordered: a ſeparate bed, and had it not c 
been from fear. of breaking vp the few re- 
maining parties who viſited at Caſtle Gow- 
rand would not have met her huſband even 

in the cating parlour. 1 
; fon he Major bore his 8 ein 
and went, on, educating his daughters and, as 
his wife ſaid to the ſcandal of all decency, 


carrying — with him to the burnſced. 
Miſs 


F A... 


Miſs Kattie; the elder, having ſince ſhe had _ 
been a beauty and her mother's favorite, 
learned a few things, he could not by tender- 
neſs, nor even coertion prevail on her to un- 
learn, was left to the tuition ſhe:beſt liked, 
and happy was it for her, the indefatigable 


Major's had taught her to write, and made 


her miſtreſs of grammar, before ſhe com- 
menced the more e ſciences of dreſs, 


cards and dancing. 


Thus then had matters been 1 at 


Caſtle Gowrand two years, when the packet 


beforementioned arrived, and agreeably ſur- 


priſed the Major with the proſpect of pro- 
viding for his family in a ſuperior manner to 


what he had, by his wife's extravagance, been 
obliged to make up his mind to. He ſet off 
to London predetermined, whatever might be 


the reſult, he would not increaſe his expences, 


but bank all for bis children; and ſo rigid 
was he in his plan of ceconomy, that he took 


his carriage only to Edinburgh, and went 


from thence in the ſtage to London, leaving 
Mrs. Buhanun and her lovely Kattie, caſtle 
building for next winter, when they hoped to 


or. I, L b daſh 
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daſh away ſome of the India riches at Edin- 
burgh, and with no ſmall curioſity reſpecting 
the female ſo ſtrongly recommended by the 
Colonel, with ſuch an unreaſonable legacy. 
The firſt letter from London was very un- 
favourable, and the next more ſo, to the 
elevated ideas of both mother and daughter; 
and by the time the third and fourth arrived, 
the matter was given'up as a forlorn hope. 
Mrs. Walſingham, on the contrary, ſtill 
_ encouraged her friend to perſevere in his en- 
quiries; and in the unabated expectation that 
his fortune would be conſiderably augmented, 
had ſtrongly recommended it to him, either 
to engage ſome accompliſhed woman to live 
in his family, and teach the more feminine 
_ graces to his daughters, who were both good 
grammarians, or to ſend them to ſchool in 
the South. 15 
Every body who has: wn in bits of 
ſociety in Scotland, knows how anxious pa- 
rents in genteel life are to have their children 
broke of the native dialect; it was ſpoken 
very broad about Caſtle Gowrand, and the 
* chief regret, in bringing up his chil- 
3 ws _ dren 
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dren at home, was on this account, for he 


always objected to ſending them from under 
his own care; but he was ſo unhappy in his 
domeſtic circle ; Mrs. Buhanun made it fo _ 
invariably her cuſtom to oppoſe all his 
opinions, on the principle that they were 


ſuggeſted by the woman at the burnſeed ; and 


it was ſo improbable a perſon of the character 
he approved would undertake the care of 
female children, againſt their mother's ap- 
probation, that he had abandoned all hope of 


rendering his girls accompliſhed ladies, and 
contented himſelf with endeavouring ta make 


them good women. 

Mrs. Walſingham would naturally "IR 
expected ſome acknowledgments from Mrs. 
Buhanun, for the care of her children, had 
ſhe not underſtood from the children _ 
{elves, her diſpoſition. | 

A mother, who was too fine a as to be a 


mother in any ſenſe but one, filled up a ſpace 


in creation, that in her opinion, would have 
been much better occupied by a Hottentot; 
and ſhe was too well with herſelf, and too 
1 8 ; FAG 


U 
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Ancvrely ſatisfied with her retirement, to 
wa it diſturbed by ſuch a character. 
That a man ſo amiable and ſo domeſtic as 
25 Major, ſhould be miſerable with ſuch a 
helpmate, that denied the counſel of her whom 
God and natureYeſigned for the friend of his 
ſoul, he ſhould ſeek ir from any ſource reaſon 
dictated and honour approved, were ſo 
natural that, little ſuſpecting herſelf to be the 
object either of diſlike or jealouſy, and de- 

ſpiſing that worldly wiſdom, which, not content 

with judging from appearances often deceit- 
ful, make appearances wear the exact colour 
of their own prejudice, ſhe divided her af- 
fection between the children, and ſhared her 
frank confidence and e with their 
father. = 

It was to this friend Major kn wrote 

à clear and ſuccin& account of the perſon, 
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1 manners, and ſituation of our heroine; to 
Ii her he revealed the half formed wiſh of e 
| bringing her to Caſtle Gowrand, as the woſt d 
1 charming model for his own daughters ; in N 
i# doing which he ſhould alſo perform a duty to 7 
Þ his deceaſed relation. But then to introduce ez 
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| Westen beauty, and delicacy, where ſhe 
might meet mortification and inſult, how 
could he do that? 

Mrs. Walfi 8 charmed with Gs ad- 
vantages of ſuch a companion as he deſcribed 
for Emma and Jeſſy, wrote her warm ap- 
probation of the as yet not digeſted plan; ad- 
viſed him to revive Mrs. Buhanun's hope of 
India wealth, and, without mentioning the 
beauty or accompliſhments of the young 
lady, repreſent it as a thing of courſe, that he 


muſt take her under his protection, till he 


received more certain accounts of the Co- 
lonel's fortune, without a ſyllable reſpecting 
her former circumſtances; by which reſerve. 
Mrs, Buhanun might be induced to treat her 
with that reſpect of which anacquaintance with 
her obſcure original might deprive her. 

The opinion of ſo reſpected a friend, 
exactly correſponding with his own, iinme- 
diately determined him, and he again viſited 
Mount-Pleaſant, elated with the idea of car- 
rying to his Emma and Jeſſy ſo bright an 
example, and regretting that Kattie, who was 
near as old, would probably be inſenſible of 
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the advantages of ſuch a companion, My 
poor Kattie,” ſaid he, “ ſuch might ſhe 
have been, had a Walſingham or a abi 
been her mother. 

Mrs. Harley heard his propoſal with a 
mixture of grief and pleaſure. 

He would, he aſſured her, make the re- 
queſt of the Colonel his law, the moment 
aſſets come into his hands; he conſidered 
himſelf as a kind of guardian to the protege: 

of his nephew, and how could he aſſert a 
guardian's right, or diſcharge its duty, at the * 
diſtance of near five hundred miles? her un- 
protected ſtate might, notwithſtanding all 
- Mrs. Harley's care, expoſe her to improper 

addreſſes, if the fortune, he hoped, ſhe was 
ſure to inherit was known, and to inſult if it 

; was not; he conſidered, and would intro- 
duce her as a relation of his family ; he would 
treat her like a daughter, and reſpect her like 
a friend; ſhe ſhould in every particular ſhare 
his affection with three amiable girls, whoſe 
mother muſt be an idiot, which he al- 
ſured her, Mrs. Buhanun was not, if 


ſhe were not ſenſible of the advantage of 
ſuch 


\ 
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ſuch acompanion to her children; all heſhould 
_ requeſt from Miſs Buhanun, was to take thoſe 
children under her protection, and ſuffer them 
to be benefited by copying ſo charming an 
original; he requeſted Mrs. Harley to con- 
ſider his offer, and adviſe her pupil in the 
way ſhe thought moſt to her advantage. 
Mrs. Harley loved Roſa, and ſhe acquitted 


| herſelf ſo well in the duties ſhe had under- 


taken, that her removal might be a diſadvan- 

tage to the ſchool]; but ſelf-intereſt had no 
ſhare in her deciſions; ſhe on the contrary, 
arguing from her experince of life, painted 
to her. young friend the advantage of 
being introduced into the world, as a part of 
ſo reſpectable a family, who could not here- 
after deſert her with credit to themſelves, 
however the Colonel's affairs might turn 
out, beſides the great importance of knowing 
decidedly, whether the aſſets of her bene- 
factor in which it appeared ſne was ſo much 
intereſted, came to Europe or not. It was 
impoſſible for her to live any where without 
making friends, and ſtill more impoſſible for 
ſo beautiful a creature to be ſeen without an 
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equal portion of admiration and envy; the 
former the protection of ſuch a man as Major 
Buhanun would inſure and increaſe ; the lat- 
ter no perſon was better 3 to re- 


preſs. 

Uncertain, and even hopelefs as our 
heroine had been of a proviſion from the 
Colonel's fortune, ſhe had brought herſelf in- 
to a habit of content; her mind was un- 
tinctured by vanity, and the conſtant duties 


of her ſtation left no leiſure for ambition; but 
though not covetous, nor building on wealth 
as more than one of the concomitants to 
happineſs, ſne was not inſenſible to the bleſ- 
ſings of affluent independence, nor, though 


perfectly fatisfied with the boundaries of 


Mrs. Harley's ſchool, averſe to that expan- 
| ſion of ſociety, which, among well taught and 
well diſpoſed minds, form the grand felicity 

of human intercouſe; ſhe felt the kindneſs of 


thoſe motives that induced Mrs. Harley to 


recommend a meaſure which militated againſt 
her own intereſt, and under the ſanction of 
ſo „ e an ee 3 the 


| 448 Major 8 
\ * l 
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Major's offer, who then immediately returned 
to town, to arrange matters for their de- 
parture, 

Miſs Bawiky, with all the warmth of 
generous friendſhip, oppoſed what ſhe called 
the baniſhment of Roſa ; but finding the 
wiſdom of ſixteen by no means adequate to 
the experience of fitty-five, ſhe yielded to Mrs. 
Harley's arguments, on condition Roſa would 
paſs the few days ſhe_ had yet to ſtay in. 
England, with her. 5 

Roſa, who determined to ſet out 4 a re- 
ſpectful adherence to all the Major's com- 
mands, wrote for, and received his permiſ-- 
ſion to accept her invitation, with an incloſed 
bill for twenty ppunga,. to equip her for. the | 
journey. 

It was now: above a year ſince Sir Solomon: 
Muſhroom had willingly advanced any 
money for Roſa's neceſſaries; it was fix: 
months ſince he had totally declined ad- 
vancing any at all; but the Colonel's gifts had 
been ſo frequent and profuſe, that Mrs. 
Harley had laid by ſeveral curious pieces of 

+ f mullia. 


nation of fo fad a reverſe, but as ſhe then ſaid, 
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din and long cloth, not indeed i in expec- 


the Colonel would not always be in the Eaſt, 
and when he had left it, he would know the 
value of India rarities ; from ſome of theſe 
"Roſa made an elegant addition to her till 
handſome wardrobe; and ſhe left Mount- 
Pleaſant with the bleſſings and beſt wiſhes of 

| my part of the family. : 


| Rofa did not faint, or betray any of the 
unutterables ſome of our young readers 
may expect; but ſhe left the good matron 
With indelible impreſſion of grateful reſped, 
and affection; as long as a diſtant view of 
Mount-Pleaſant greeted her often turned 
| backward eye, the tears of regret bedewed 
her face; but ſhe alighted from Dr. 
. Eroak's coach in revived ſpirits, and paſſed 
three days in the charming fatigue of ſeeing 

| every thing, and doing nothing. = 


It was not till now ſhe underſtood that 11 
nes had been heard of poor landlord Brown, 
and that his notable helpmate was on crutchesat 
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Bath; ſhe had a kind of habitual love for 
both; ſhe lamented the fate of poor John, 
and ſent half her twenty pounds to his. 
wife, when the Major called to inform. 
her he had fixed the ſecond day from that. 

for their journey. northward.. | 


A 
* 


. 
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A e 
Shewing the wonderful penetration of Miſs Elinor 
Bawſky, with proof of her ſurpriſing knowledge 
of the world, and how the beggar goes to 
a ftrange country, and ſees firange ſights. 


* 


(Econo, we Myer contre, 


proper appendage to his character; but he 


nevertheleſs aſked if our heroine wiſhed to 
make any purchaſe beyond the depth of her 
- purſe, in a manner that proved the pleaſure 
he ſhould have in obliging her: at the ſame 
time he ſignified his intention to leſſen 


the expence of the journey, by travelling in 
the ſtages as far as they could by day light, 
and on this ſaving plan, informed her he 
bad taken two 3 in the Stilton diligence, 

which 
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| which left London at four in the morning, on 


which account he wiſhed her to fleep at 
the inn, the night r bei de- 


Parture. 


Elinor would dun accompany bes and FR 8 


Major having, in compliment to Roſa, order- 
ed a genteel little ſupper, was liſtening with 
infinite delight to the effuſions of friendſhip 


and good humour from the roſy lips of 


youth and beauty, when every trait of plea- 
ure was reverſed: on the waiter's whiſpering 
a meſſage from ſome perſon who inſiſted on 


ſeeing him; he haſtily requeſted: the young 


ladies to ſtep, or indeed puſhed them into an 
adjoining chamber, which they had ſcarce 
entered before a female ruſhed into the one 


they had left, whoſe agonies, when ſhe ſaw 


the Major, reached the ears of the aſtoniſhed 


friends, and the door being in the confuſion 


left on jar, Elinor, with her finger on her lip, 


tiptoed to it, and continued to obſerve on 


what was paſſing; till the Major, after ſome 
time glancing bis eye that way, aroſe and 
dloſed it. ff 
2165 1” e 1 | What 


* r 5 
p ted 
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What however, Miſs Bawſky had ſeen,. 
filled both her and Roſa with amazement. 
27 60 ae lady had thrown herſelf into the 
5 Major s arms ; ſhe folded her alabaſter hands, 
and caſting her fine eyes to heaven, with an 
expreſnon ſo ſad, and yet fo fervent the 
Whites were only viſible, ſobbed as if her 
heart was breaking. 
The Major, in a very low voice, appeared 
to ſooth and conſole her. 
e Never! never! never!” burſting into 
a flood of tears that ſeemed. to relieve _- WM 
e Oh never!” | 
The Major ſtill * to ths ſhe 
| liſtened as attentive as ſtreaming eyes and 
| heart-rending ſighs would permit; ſhe took 
a brilliant from her own finger, and forced it 
on his; ſhe preſſed his hand with warmth; 
then again folding her own together, caſt her 
eyes upwards, apoſtrophiſing in a low whiſ- 
per; her agony then returned, ſhe threw herſelf 
on her knees, beat her boſom, andarticulated,, 
„ Oh * bleſſed— „ 
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— choaked her utterance; the Major 
raiſed her to the ſofa; ſhe wept on his bo- 
ſom; he was himſelf diſſolved in tears; it 
was at this moment he aroſe and cloſed the 
door, and the curious, but confounded 
Elinor whiſpered her diſcoveries to Roſa. 
The lady ſtaid near an hour, which was 
paſſed in the ſame paſſionate extremes; ſome- 
times words and disjointed ſyllables reached 
the next apartment, followed by hyſterical 
ſobs ; at others all was calm, the Major's voice 
ſounding in low conſoling murmurs, was an- 
ſwered in the ſoft plaint of patient ſorrow ; at 
length the bell rung, and Elinor haſtening to « 
the window which looked front, and ſaw 
a ſplendid equipage, which by the light ok 
three blazing lamps, ſhe perceived was 
coroneted. The Major led the lady down, 
but did not appear in ſight of her people, 


three of whom, tall fellows in laced liveries, 


with flambeaux, were waiting. The lady, who 
appeared to be in ill health, both by her lan- 
guor and dreſs, was helped into her carriage, 
| which moſt faſhionably threatened the liyes of 


the 


— 


. ; 
* — — 
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the pedeſttians, as it drove from the ſtreet, 
which, illumined by the tranſient __— wag 
left comparitively dark. 1 
The Major ſent to ee for not re- 
turning to the young friends, who. ſeating 

themſelves on oppoſite ſides of the table, 
| gazed at each other, as waiting for an p- 
nation of ſo unaccountable a ſcene. 
Elinor ſpoke firſt; ſhe inſiſted that the 
= Major was a man of intrigue, and not fit to 
be entruſted with the care of ſuch an angel as 
her Roſa, whom ſhe fervently and ſolemnly 
iwplored to leave the houſe directly, and re- 
turn with her to Walbrook. =p 
Roſa, though ſhe could no better account 7 
for what had paſſed than Elinor, was not 
| quite ſo ſevere in her judgment; the lady, 
ſhe ſaid, appeared a woman e nw 
3 the Major was a married man. 5 

Elinor in her way undertook to prove hero own 

concluſions juſt ; for as to the lady's being a 
woman of faſhion, that was only an argument 
on her ſide; were not the newſpapers daily 
> crammed with anecdotes of women of faſhion, | 
which would overwhelm thoſe of inferior 
rank with confuſion, and baniſh them from 

* did not . noble huſbands, fa- 

| _ thers 
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tharss brothers, and all their illuſtrious kin 
read thoſe newſpapers without reſentment. or 
ſhame? did not aunts, mothers, and even 
grandmothers of faſhion, expoſe themſelves in 


the face of the young females of their family, 


by running mad after young fellows, and in- 


deed any fellows? did they not conftantly 


aſſociate with women of their own rank, to 
_ whoſe nobility were tacked the record of 
lewdͤneſs and adultery ? did - theſe, or any 
other atrocities excite any ſenſation of diſ- 
guſt or indignation in their right honourable 


and faſhionable boſoms? except indeed, 
ſome unfortunate female, in humbler life, 
caught by the falſe glare of tinſelled gran- 


deur, | deceived by the ſpecious outſide of 
modern honor, and betrayed by the weak- 


neſs of a too credulous heart, ſhould follow 


their high minded example, and falling from 


the envied eminence, where conſcious recti- 
tude upheld her, ſink into the vortex of 
faſhionable depravity; in that caſe it was but 
natural bey ſhould join againſt her as a com- 


mon enemy, an invader of their rights, and 
never loſe an opportunity of being eien | 


at her preſumption and aſſurance, ' 


cc My 
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„ My dear Elinor,” interrupted the 
' aſtoniſhed Roſa, how long have you been 


à ſatiriſt? and where can you have got ſuch 


mg ene 42 


an idea of the manners 7m people” of 


Don't I 01 you, as the whckſigers. 
„ And are they infallible ?? ?? 

„ Ob no! I dare ſay not; for but yeſter- 
| Hay I read a paragraph in one paper, which 
poſitively aſſured us that they were in poſ- 

ſeſſion of all poſſible ſources of intelligence, 
and that they were in conſequence enabled to 
ſtate, Mar Lord Mundungus and his chere 
8 poſitively at this time at the German 
Spa, in a party quarre with the Right 

Honour: ble Lady Mundungus, his lordſhip's 
wife, and her cher ami, the Honourable 
Captain Bronze, drinking the waters in the 

greateſt harmony. Another in as pompous 
and poſitive a ſtyle, aſſured us Lord Mun- 


Fs dungus and his chere amie, having quarrelled 
cover their wine, his lordſhip had retired in 
extreme” affliction to the ſeat of his noble 
anceſtors, on the inſtant of her ladyſhip and 
Captain Bronze's arrival in town, to receive 


_ 
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conſolation from his cook maid, and that the 
chere amie had returned to her old apart- - 
ments in broad St. Giles's. A third paper, 
who never was nor can be miſtaken, ſneered 
at the authenticity of the two cotemporaries, 
and gravely aſſerted that Lord Mundungus, 
who had ignorantly been diſpoſed of at the 
Spa, and ſent to the ſeat of his noble anceſtor, 
to receive conſolation from his cook maid, had 
actually departed this life, after being ſeized 
with a vertigo in his head; that his chere 
amie being ſuſpected of having had ſome 
concern in bringing on the ſaid vertigo, had 
been turned out of door, and incontinently 
hanged herſelf in a pair of his lordſhip's 
ſcarlet elaſtic garters; that the afflicted wi - 
dowed peereſs retires to a ready furniſhed 
villa on the banks of the Thames, while her 
ladyſhip's weeds are making, and till her 
marriage ſettlements, with the Honourable Y 
Captain Bronze are drawn.” 


* Dear Elinor, ] cannot- - underſtand 
you,” 


” 
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azo nt 
I ſhould wonder if you did; for a fourth 
paper announced, that his . moſt gracious 
majeſty having been pleaſed to create Lord 
Mundungus, of the kingdom of Ireland, a 
peer of Great - Britain, by the ſtyle and title of 
Baron Raffle of Blank, in the county of Blank. 
He with his lady had been preſented at court, 
and kiſſed hands on the occaſion, on the 
very day his lordſhip had been ſtated to be at 
the German Spa; ſent to the ſeat of his noble 
anceſtors, to receive conſolation from his cook 
maid; and finally, killed by a vertigo in his 
_ head; that the Honourable Captain Bronze, 
the innocent boſom friend of my lady, and 

_ Miſs Matilda Diana Charlotte T Wege the 
chere amie of my lord | 
de For heaven's ſake no more of Lord 
Mundungus and his chere amie; e can 


you read ſuch ſtuff?” 


- «Becauſe aunt | Bawſky will key: the 
breakfaſt table covered with newſpapers, and 
being, as ſhe ſays, a perſon of ſome faſhion 
herſelf; chuſes to read all faſhionable anec- 
dotes, and I believe in my conſcience not one 
pete her.“ 


a But 


THE BEGGAR GIRL. 237 


er But ſurely ſuch anecdotes as vou have 


LA 


ber repeating ſhould not: ag 
ccc She muſt read them « or none; for the 


virtues of the great, if they have any, are 
ſeldom mentioned; all we read of "them is 
diſfipation, folly, and extravagance ; intrigues - 
of lords and retalliation of ladies; prompt 
payment of debts of honour, by which ſharpers 
roll in their gilded carriages; and a total for- 
getfulneſs of honourable debts, by which the 
ruined tradeſman is reduced to beggary ; 
eſtates ſent to the hammer, and diamonds to a 
banker; and all we of the little world ſee," to 
diſtinguiſn quality, are the pale faces; large 
whiſkers, and cropped heads of the men; and 
the painted faces, high feathers, naked elbows, 
and bare boſoms of the women; and I aſſure 
you it is the opinion of all the city folks we 
viſit, that there are many women of high rank, 
who ſet faſhions WINES! Auen human na- 
ture; ſo that- „„ 
Roſa could BY doubt and wonder, while 
Elinor recurred to the circumſtance that had 
occaſioned fo voluble a e of Toy neu 
paper learning. £4 
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| 5 ce As to the. Major” 8 being married; Wee | 

was is nothing at all in hat, as he too was a 
man of faſhion, and conſequently ce looked 
no where for beauty but. in the wives of his 
"Pads" 1 5 
„ Elinor!” exclaimed Ron 

"Elinor anſwered the half reproof, by ad- 
ducing the newſpaper authority, and added 
there was but one thing which puzzled her, and 
that was, ſhe had never yet heard, among all 
the intrigues and crim. con, evidence her 

aunt Bawſky read out, while they breakfaſt- 

ed, of beautiful women of faſhion, who made 
a fuſs about ſuch an old lover as the Major, — 
2 white headed gallant was, to be ſure, a 
novelty even to the newſpapers. 
Roſa was more ſhocked than amuſed by 
Elinor” s late acquired faſhionable knowledge; 
ſhe was extremely loth to ſuſpect the moral 
rectitude of the Majot's character, yet cer- 
tainly there was a myſtery in the recent 
tranſaction which puzzled her. 

"Elinor perſiſted in her ill opinion, both of 
the Major and his viſitor; what right, ſhe 
_ aſked, over and over, could a modeſt woman 
. 55 „ 
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of faſhion, or no. faſhion, poſſibly have to 
throw herſelf on the boſom of any man but 
her own huſband ? or make ſuch a fuſs about 
parting: with an old man who was going home 
to his wiſe and fam ??: gon 

- Roſa. could: not 1 12 rlieſe ü 
tories, neither could ſhe accede to the 
inferences Elinor was ready to draw from 
them; he ſtill doubted; and four o'clock; 
che hour of departure, found our fair friends 
fitting at table with the untouched ſupper be- 
fore them, diſcuſſing the important and un- 
determined point of Whether Major 
Buhanun was a . 550 or n bad 


The Mejor' s entrance ape Miſs Bawſky 
in the midit of one of her ſtrongeſtarguments 
againſt Roſa's: putting herſelf into his power. 
His looks proved he had not taken more reſt 
than themſelves, and he appeared ftill-too 
much agitated to attend to the ſituation in 
which he found them. Doctor Croak's 
carriage was announced; all was. hurry, con- 
fuſion and regret; Elinor ſobbed her adieus 
in the arms ol her friend, and the Major led 
. Roſa 


. 
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Roſa to the carriage, having with difficulty 


ſeparated her from the reluctant. e of 


an affection. . 
The Major was not difpoſed- Kin conver- 


ratz and the viſion of the preceding night, 


as well as affectionate recollections of the 
friends from whom ſhe had parted, were ſub- 


jects of meditation that ſufficiently engroſſed 


Roſa; but as the day advanced, her un- 
_ travelled heart, filled with conſcious rectitude, 
grew lighter; ſhe caſt her admiring eyes 


around, every proſpect pleaſed, every paſſer- 
by amuſed her; ſhe had a Dacier's Homer in 
her pocket, and was by turns reader and 
ſpectator; now and then an opening in the 


view, a cluſter of trees, or a clear meandring 
river would remind her of the environs of 
Mount- Pleaſant, and bring every dear con- 


nexion there afreſh to her en * 8. 


voice was ſtil! 
| Ta „ Vibrating on her ear, ſtill melting there, and with 
voluptuous fweetneſs thrilling through her heart.“ 


A ſilent tear ſtole involuntarily down her 


cheek; but Homer and his heroes chaſed it; 


1 10; 
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ſo that when the Major recovered his ſpirits, 
ſhe read and talked herſelf ſo well into his 
favour, as to diſpel from his mind as well as 
her own, all painful retroſpection; and they 
proceeded on their journey in ſtages, hardly 
| ſenſible of the diſtance, as far as Ferry-Bridge, 
from whence they poſted to Edinburgh, 
where the Major's carriage was a to 

meet them. | 
But anxious as the Major was to re- 
turn to his home and family, he could not 
_ reſiſt the temptation inſpired by true Caledo- 
nian pride, of ſhewing the fair ſtranger all 
the curioſities of the northern metropolis, 
which 1n native and acquired beauty, and in 
ancient as well as modern elegance, is juſtly 

eſteemed one of the chief ornaments of 
Great Britain. 

The Caſtle's IPOs turrets proudly 
over-looking a vaſt expanſe of land and fea ; 
the College, ſupported by a row of native 
pillars, equal in fize and beauty to the fineſt 
marble ; the regiſter office, at once ſimple, 
neat, and elegant; the library, from whence _ 
the philoſophy of Hume, the wiſdom of 
Blair, the fine turned language of Robinſon, 

—_— M 5 
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the eloquence of Erſkine, whence indeed, 
the firſt geniuſes of the age gleaned what has 
fince ripened! into the moſt abundant harveſt 
of mental excellence; the courts of law, 


where the preſident, decked in a robe of 
never fading integrity, pleads like a miniſtring 


angel the cauſe of the oppreſſed ſtranger, 
here the fineſt ſenſe, the ſoundeſt argu- 
ment, and the moſt beautiful phraſes, are often 
ſpoke in a dialect ſo broad and uncouth, 
that it is with extreme difficulty one can 
comprehend. the ſubject on which the ha- 
rangue is delivered; the fine old palace, the 
chamber, the cloſet, the needle work of the 


beautiful unfortunate Mary; the blood · of the 


ill- formed, and as ill-fated Rizzio, when torn 
from the robe of his unhappy miſtreſs, which 


he vainly graſped for protection, and dragged 


to the top of the diſmal private ſtairs, by the 


barbarous James and | his adherents; thoſe 
very adherents by whom that weak prince 


was afterwards murdered himſelf; the fine 
picture of the firſt Charles and his queen, in 


Lord Bredalbane' 8 enen the more an- 


cient, 
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cient, but not leſs bedutifil ones which adorn 
many other parts of the palace, beſides the 
line of kings in dread array, which frown on 
the unſwept floor of the long gallery, and are, 
in their duſty diſhabille, a reflection on the 
country, were all oltentatiouſly ſhewn to 
Roſa, and ſeverally explained by the na- 
tional Major with a mixture of pride and 
regret. 

Roſa's life, from the np bat con 
ing to her own reckoning, ſhe had began to 
live; had paſſed at Mount-Pleafant like a 
pleaſant dream; but her mind, though calm 
and unruffled, was active; ſhe had read a 
great deal; the hiſtory of her own country 
was the amuſement of one whole win? 
ter, and while a Robinſon was the Scotch 
hiſtorian, Mrs. Harley was à conſtant reader; 
what ſhe approved, her pupils admired; 
Roſa had before wept the fate of the ill-fated 
Mary, and every ſcene of her eventful hiſtory 
recurred:to her memory as ſhe traverſed the 
palace and e to n een elu- 
adiwhss 57 Dan 4153 | 51 
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The few days ſhe had paſſed at Doctor 


Croak's ſhe had been hurried to ſee every 


thing by Mrs. Bawſky and Elinor, the former 
without feeling or taſte, the latter without 
judgment or experience, with ſuch velocity, 
that ſhe retained little, and underſtood leſs of 
the curioſities of London. 

Here in the ſeat of ſcience, with a 
ſenſible companion, proud to embelliſh, 
and fond of explaining, her mind was 
entertained withont being fatigued; and 
her evident gratification ſtriking the Major 
as proof of the ſuperiority of his dear country, 
was received as ſo acceptable a compliment 
to himſelf, that ſpite of the ſixty five years he 


had numbered, the -gallant veteran would 


range with her over the Calton, and climb 


to Arthur's feat, delighted to obſerve the 
pleaſure and ſurpriſe which ſparkled in the 


eyes of his young companion, as ſhe looked 
round on the wide and romantic mixture of 
blue mountains and fertilized fields; barren 
rocks and a well peopled city; ancient 
buildings tottering into ruin, and new houſes, 
ſtreets, and ſquares where ſymmetry, beauty, 


and 


P — SL Le en Le 8 


"2 AH 


THE bun GIRL. 245 


and convenience were equally conſpicuous 17 
groves, gardens, rivers, and ſeats, forming a 
coup di il, at once magnificent, ſolemn, and 
enchanting. 

« Ts this real,” ſaid Roſa, „or is it 
a magical picture? * 

«© No,“ replied the Major, his heart fel. 
ling with a mixture of pride and ſenſibility, 
« it is all real; you are in Scotland; that is 
Edinburgh New Town ; this, in a manner 
under our feet, the old city; that extenſive 
neglected building the palace of our kings, 
yon proud caſtle by turns their priſon and 
defence; acroſs that arm of the ſea the 
lands of Fife; yonder the ferry we croſs 
towards my Caſtle ; and now methinks 1 feel 
a longing to be there.“ 


He handed Roſa down the winding path; 
they returned to Walker's hotel, where two 
gentlemen, his particular friends, waited 
to ſee him, and Roſa, having promiſed to 
write to Elinor a faithful account of her 
adventures, retired, to make that amiable 

M 3 creature 
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creature eaſy, in reſpect to the M ajor's 
treatment, and to deſeribe to her the won- 


ders ſhe had ſeen. 

The gentlemen, one a writer to the 
Genet, the other a medical man, ſupped 
with them, and next morning they {er 
off, and reached Caſtle N early in 
the evening. 


. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


+ The ſecrets of the Caftle, 


Mors, and even years had now 
elapſed ſince the laird of Caſtle Gowrand had 

expreſſed any ſolicitude about what might 
pleaſe his fair lady, in the domeſtic arrange- 
ments of the Caſtle; but anxious the fair 
ſtranger ſhould be well received, he had 
written a long energetic letter, deſcriptive of 


the duties the laws of hoſpitality exacted from 


the female head of a family, to a young 
orphan of her own ſex; and he added, with 
no- leſs fervor the advantages which might be 
hoped to reſult to her own children, from a 


companion, in whoſe praiſe he for the firſt 
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time was eloquent; one who added to every. 
grace of virtue all its moſt brilliant embel- 


hſhments, and by way of finale, though laſt, 
what he knew would not be leaſt in effect, the 
gold and filver muſlins, with a cargo of 
faſhionable millinery, all of which he ſent 
home before his own arrival. 


Mrs. Buhanun, beſides the jealouſy, for 


which according to her idea, ſhe had ſuch 
juſt grounds, had a littleneſs of mind about 
her that rendered it extremely difficult to al- 
low any other perſon an equal, much leſs ſu- 
perior degree of perfection than graced her 
own character. This paragon, with her 
mighty accompliſhments ! what were they 


Which ſhe did not poſſeſs herſelf, and which 


her children might not more nen imi- 
tate from her?“ 


During the Major's e Mrs. Buhanun 


had been ſlightly attacked by a fever and ul- 
cerated fore throat, which had been both 
epidemic and dangerous ; and this ugly fever, 
10 mal-apropes, had not only prevented her 
ſeeing her friends abroad, but abſolutely 


N them * Og] her at home. 
| Mrs 
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Mrs. Dallenin could not groan under a 


more {ſevere calamity than being obliged to 
aſſociate with that greateſt of all ſtrangers, 
berſelf, and ſo according to the common 
axiom of * want of company welcome 
trumpery,” ſhe actually ſent for allher children 
to ſit with her. 
Ihe cold and haughty Ae at whicks 
ſhe had hitherto kept the two youngeſt, being 
now a little ſoftened by the languor of her 
own ſpirits, and the diſcovery, that notwith- 
ſtanding the redneſs of Jeſſy's eyes, and a few 
pits in Emma's face, they would be pretty, 
gave a tenderneſs to her voice, and good 
humour to her manner, which perfectly in- 
toxicated the children, and drew from them a 
thouſand anecdotes of their papa, and Mrs. 
Walſingham, which would have pourtrayed 
them in the moſt amiable light to a mind not 
jaundiced by jealouſy, or narrowed by envy; 
but which, ſeen through the reverſe of the 
_ perſpective inflamed her paſſions ; and her 
mind, weakened by ſickneſs, inſtead of railing, 
ſhe vented her ſcorn and anger in the more 
feminine and affecting ſhape of tears. 


Mg The 
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The children were affected; ſuch a kind 
mamma could not be to blame; Miſs Kattie 
was her mother's echo, and inſtead of the 
daily viſits they had begged permiſſion to pay 
at the wee hooſe by the burnſide, they 
entirely ceaſed to go there, and thought of 
Mrs. 1 1 as the foe of their 
mamma. 

The Major was ee ſurpriſed to 
find his houſe without vifitors, and more ſo 8 
behold his wife domeſtically ſeated with her 
three children; his countenance lighted up, and: 
be embraced them alk with a tranſport that 
wp Og tears into his own eyes. 

The eyes of Mrs. Buhanun were different- 
W employed; they had fixed with equal diſ- 
guſt and aſtoniſhment on a face more beau- 
tiful- than her own, - more blooming than 
Kattie's, — and ſparkling with more intelli- 
gence than ſhe had Wee: 118 or could com-- 
I S173 

The Major, kurt o de Roſa's fu} 
ah; en by a rude and ſcrutinizing 
Rare, led her to Mrs. Buhanun, I preſent 
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to you, madam,” ſaid he, gravely, a young 
lady who will honor your protection.“ 

The lady ſlightly \curtefied, and turning 
hey cheek to the ruby lip of our heroines: re- 
 feated herſel. 

« What,” ſaid the Gd Px + 
round wich furpriſe, for even the beauty had 
been uſed to hang about him after every little 
bſence, © What is the meaning of all 
Fed have you nothing to ſay to your facher? 
no welcome for his friend?“ 132 

The children looked at mamma; ow 
countenance . expreſſed no kindneſs for her 
huſband, no civility. to the ſtranger z they 
however approached ; the two younger, 
warmed by his paternal embrace, to- recol- 
lection of paſt tenderneſs, hung round bis 
neck, and then followed his a to our 
heroine. 

Roſa, 3 to be 1 object ockind 3 
partial notice, was yet ſtanding, her ſwelling 
heart recurring to other ſcenes, but the native 
prettineſs of the two young girls, and a 
formal ſalute from the beauty, a little re- aſſured 
he and the tears which wounded: pride te- 


M 6 preſſed 


1 
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preſſed at the behaviour of the lady of the 


houſe, now burſt from her eyes ; her hat had 
dropped off, and her hair, which had been 


faſtened under it with a comb, fell on her 


ſhoulders; the contour of her countenance 
Vas as intereſting as beautiful, and even the 
ſtately brow of Mrs. Buhanun relaxed of its 
aſperity; Emma reached a chair, and 


ſqueezed herſelf on one corner of it, preſſing 


Roſa's cold and paſſive hand between her's; 
Jeſſy jumped on her father's knee, and Miſs 
r took a ſeat near her mother. 
Supper was ſerved, and more harmony 
pennen to prevail than had been long 
en by the domeſties of Caſtle Gowrand. 
The Major was above concealments; he 
r well knew Mrs. Buhanun's averſion to 
Mrs. Walſingham, but his opinion, bothof her 


heart and head, had gradually decreaſed, and 


was no at ſo low a point, that he accounted 


for her prejudice in a way too degrading for 


it to have any fort of effect on his conduct; 
he aſked Emma how the amiable Mrs. 
*Walfingham did, with as much eaſe and free- 
. | +. 5, 3/06 on 
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dom as if ſhe was one of the chief 1 intimates 
of Caſtle Gowrand. Sphere 

Emma glanced at her mamma's riſing 
colour, ſhe heſitated, and her eye then fal- 
ling under the ſevere and ten look of* 
her father, ſhe alſo bluſhed. 

The Major repeated his queſtion, and 
Jefly anſwered, * Indeed ſhe did nae loo 
Maiſtreſe Walſingham noo, and had nae been 
at the wee hooſe a lang lang ſyne.“ 

It was now the Major's turn to colour, but 
happening to obſerve aſtoniſhment riſing in 
the intelligent countenance of the young 
ſtranger, he corrected himſelf and changed To 
ſubject. 

The ſupper party Rating with over 
ſtrained civility on the part of Mrs. Buhanun 
and her copy Miſs Kattie, with the kindeſt 
attention on that of the Major, and from 
Emma and Jefly, who had been too long in 
the habit of loving and obeyipg their father to 
be changed at once, with all the little aſſiduities 
which good natured girls are fond of offer- 
ing amiable beings- of their own ſex a little 
der than themſelves. | 

"a | All 
| 3 ̃ : 
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All Roſa's inherent candour and her na- 
rural turn to put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction on the actions of others, could not 
reconcile her to the behaviour of Mrs. 
Buhanun ;; ſhe could perceive no aſſimilation 
of mind or manner between that lady and 
her huſband; nor could her revolting heart 
receive one friendly impreſſion towards her 
on the minuteſt retroſpect of the whole even- 
ing; but diſcouraging as, under ſuch obſer- 
vation, was her entrance into a family and 
ſituation ſo entirely new, the innocence of 
her own. mind, and fatigue of the journey, 
ſoon gave a ceſſation to her cares; and ſhe 
aroſe the next morning with renovated ſpirit 
and beauty, ener reſolving whatever 
might be the conduct of others toward her, 
10 maintain her own rectitude, and rely on 
| that providence which had already ſo mira- 

culouſly manifeſted its n for her 
| an. | 
The little girls had ds watched 
> the opening of her ſhutters, and ſkipped into 
the room with ſalutations of the morning, if 
not quite 0 * as thoſe the had been 
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the pleaſure of hearing the packages, con- 

taining her grand piano forte, her harp, books, 

and cloaths, which were ſent by ſea, were juſt 

brought to Caſtle Gowrand from Duc in 
Donald Ferguſon's cart. 

The children, with the curioſi ity hen to 


hath years and vivacity, were impatient to ſee 


what the packages contained; and her break» 


faſt being ſerved in her chamber, ſhe amuſed 


herſelf in arranging her things, and at their 
unceaſing importunity, playing Moggy 
Lawther, Roflin Caſtle, Farewell to 
| Lochaber, Pinkey Houſe, and a number of 
favorite Scots tunes, which, as ſhe had a 
great quantity of Scots muſic, ſhe g ratified 


tem in, and before dinner the girls told their 


father, That, Miſs Roſa was mair than 


winſome or bony, for ſhe was vary gucke, an 


kened hoo to do aw ſorte of things. 
The Major, notwithſtanding the diſobe- 


dience of his children, in regard to Mrs. 5 


Walſingham. which it was eaſy to ſee was 


eountenanced by his wife, was yet ſo charmed a 


auh the recollec 


of the family. piece, 


: 8 * >, 
a» - w > Which - 
2 


vled to, at leaſt as ingenuous; and ſhe hac 
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which had ſo agreeably ſurpriſed him on his 
return home, that he fondly flattered him- 
ſelf, from ſo delightful a ſpecimen of what 
could be, and finding Mrs. Buhanun without 
viſitors, ſhe had begun at laſt to think; 
he therefore entered her drefling-room with 
unuſual tenderneſs in his look, and began a 
tẽte- A-téte converſation, which, as curtain 
lectures were not now in the way of this 
good couple, Mrs. Buhanun pre- determined 
ſhould ſettle every minutia of her future con- 
duct towards our heroine. 
© The pillow cogitations of this lady h had ww 
been fo well inclined to a renewal of old af- 
fections, as thoſe of her ſpouſe; and judging 
of his feelings from the whiſperings of a little 
inward monitor, which reminded her of her 
Own, had ſettled it in her own imagination, 
that his warm embrace, and the attention he 
had ſhewn her through the laſt evening, was 
art, put on to carry ſome favorite point; ſhe 
had indeed, aſter eloſe obſervance of every 
lineam ent ia Rofa's ingenuous countenance, 
abandoned a half formed. ſuſpicion, that the 
i paar a 3 criminal attachment to her, and 
n dere 
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FRET coneluded a ſtrict bond * amity 


was intended to be cemented between the 


beautiful heireſs of ſo principal a part of 


Colonel Buhanun's fortune, and the goddeſs 
of the burn ſide; if ſuch a conjunction of in- 
tereſt were deſigned, the had, ſhe knew, no 


power to prevent it; but ſhe had paſſed the 


night in fortifying her own mind; and there 


were m_ ſhe alſo moſt OY n 
to carry. 


When the Major entered at one door, her 
abigail retired at the other; he attempted to 


take her withdrawn hand, and aſked, in an 


accent of kindneſs, how ſhe had reſted? and 
how ſhe liked her young guelt ? 


She anſwered in a ſtyle of ſcornful irony, 


that after depriving his wife of the common 
enjoyments ſne had à right to expect, to 


which his rank, and her own merits entitled 


her; after prefering the ſociety of ſuch an 


adventreſs as the creature at Donald Fergu- 
ſon's to the mather of his children ; after 
eſtranging the affections of thoſe children 
from their natural bent; there was very little 


wanting to eſtabliſh the notoriety of his cha- 


racter ; 


— 2 nee, „— 
— 
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racter; that little he had at length atchieved; 
he had introduced a perſon under his roof, 
for the ſole and malignant purpoſe of eclipſing 
His own lovely daughter, whom ſhe plainly 


perceived was become MOTION to him, be- 


- - Cauſe ſhe was dear to her. 


The poor Major was ſo ads that it 


| was really a much fairer concluſion than his 
lady was in the habit of forming, to ſuppoſe 


him guilt ſtruck. 
. She, proceeded with raiſed voice and colour 


to aſſure him, ſhe could penetrate all his 


ſchemes; the girl, educated in the centre of 


art, and no doubt well inſtructed, was to 


break her heart, by placing her beloved and 


admired: Kattie in the back ground; but 
however eaſy he might feel himſelf, in re- 


| gard to the reſentment of an injured wife, ſhe 


would now take the liberty to aſſure him, 
ſhe would neither be the protectreſs, nor 


_ entertainer of bis-Mi/ſs Bubanun, if he expect- 
ed ſhe ſhould introduce her to her company 
aàt home, or kek her en famille abroad. 
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As ſoon as the Major recollected himſelf, 
he was on the point of interrupting her, but 
her extreme volubility was not to be 
ſtopped. h 2 70 40 - 
J ſee, Sir, de me, « what you | 
are inclined to fay, you are maſter of your 
own houſe, and I ſhall loſe no time in diſ- 
puting ſo allowed a point; but no force ſhall 
detain me under your roof, to countenance 
people I diflike.” T“ | 
After this bigh minded dating: the left: 
the room, and with Miſs Kattie got into her 
carriage, which ſhe had previouſly ordered to 
be ready t- to carry her to her friend, * 
Gibſon. £2 VEL 
The Major, eben . ds con- 
Wande retired to his cloſet, where all the 
aids a man of true principle finds in his .] 
unſullied heart to fortify ic againſt the vexa - 
tious occurrences of human events, were in- 
ſufficient to tranquilliſe his ruffled mind; he 
could decide on no proper mode of conduct, 
either toward Mrs. Buhanun or Roſa, nor 
could he take his morning walk to the burn- 
ſeed; he found hunſelf really indiſpoſed, and 
MG - ES made 
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made that his apology for not r dining with 
his family. 

Roſa expreſſed tees oro ler the 
ins of his abſence; but whatever were her 
ſentiments on the rude behaviour of Mrs, 
Buhanun, who had left the houſe without 
ſeeming to know there was a ſtranger in it, 
ſhe was ſilent on that ſubject, and fat down to 

dinner with Emma and Jeſſy, attended by a 
girl, who, in the abſence of We evan, 
generally waited. - { 

The children ens: e lively; RN and 


_ © agreeable, The Major had made them bet- 


ter ſcholars than is perhaps neceſſary, uſeful, 


: or even deſirable for females ; | and Mrs. 


Walſingham had taken un wearied pains to 
ſoften their Sotch dialect, by attending to all 
the errots of their native pronunciation; but 
there was ſtill a romping, uncouth rudeneſs 
firſt amuſed and then ſhocked our heroine. 
Roſa no perfectly comprehended the 
kindneſs of thoſe motives that inſiſted on 
concealing her origin; Mrs. Buhanun, it 
was N to ſee, was not of a diſpoſition to 
blunt 
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blunt the edge of calamity, or reſpect virtue 
| Intthe garb of poverty. The only return the 
Major expected, or ſhe could offer for the 
paternal regard he evinced for her, was to 
attach / herſelf to the improvement of thoſe 
moſt dear to him. 

Perhaps on a full conſideration of eyery 
circumſtance, a ſecret wiſh would ariſe, that 
ſhe had not left: the abode of ſerenity ar 
Mount-Pleaſant; but excepting reflections 
on the fate of her mother, which ſaddened 
her moſt lively moments, her's was a mind 
more prone to look forward with hope, than 
back with regret, more eſpecially as ſelf ac- 

cuſation never accompanied retroſpection; 
me therefore calmly reſolved to ſet with 
avidity about the reformation ſo viſibly want- 
ng in her young companions. —_ _ | 

Jeſſy talked of a, Maiſtreſe Walboghara 
and hoo faſhed paupau was, they haa nae been 
at wu buraſeed ſae lang ſyne. Has 

« And _ is Mrs. eee TW aſked 
Roſa, | Le 


„ 
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e Ah troth ſhes as leck ye as twa cornes 

of berley,” ſaid The roy: _——_ . who 

waited at table. * 

„ Why wull ye be ſae daft Jeong ” ald 
Emma, laughing, hoo caun Maiſtreſe 

Malſingham be leeken Mifs Roſa, when ye 
| 5 WO — a wan ene an es en un 


* AS ww 


Wen Mets, al ken aw thats FR ann 


the tauk leek ' Meſs, an lauf leck Meſs, an 
greet leek Meſs, an if eo” s nae -fae _ 
1 unco houndſome “ {i 
-Rofa, with ſome. W N tas: out * 
Mrs! Walſingham was a favorite with Jenny, 
as well as her maſter; the girl indeed, who 
could not forget certain kindneſſes, when ſhe, 
As well as her young ladies, lay ill in the 
ſmall pox, never opened her lips about 
Maiſtreſe Walſingham, without a bleſſing or 
Fraiſe; and the likening her to Roſa! was 
no ſmall ſign of good will to the latt * 
„ There's. your paupau, Meſs,“ fig 
jenny, « ganging doon the glen; I ken'd 
he wud nae reſte tull he hed ; plat the Wale 


weef ar Donald F e 
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thought the TO was ill, nid 
Roſa. | 
__ Ak pure gude mon!“ exclaimed the 
loquacious Jenny.“ 5 
Roſa was thoughtful. | 
The Major returned to ſupper, calm and 
chearful ; his eyes ſparkled, and he preſſed 
Roſa's hand in a manner that expreſſed both 
tenderneſs and gratitude, when his daughters 
told him of the wonders ſhe had diſplayed, of 
the books ſhe had given them, of the leſſons 
they had already begun, and hoo weel ſhe 
tuned Moggy Lawther and Pinky Hoos and 
Lewe Gordon and Roſlin Caftle, 8 
c Well,” ſaid the Major, “ all this is 
very fine; and I hope you will love one who 
is ſo amiable, and ſo worthy of imitation, and 
not neglect her in my abſence, as you have 
done the beſt of women. 
The girls hung down their ejnds, | 
cc Ah my children ! I muſt leave you for 
ever, God only knows how ſoon ; but let me 
die in the conſoling hope, you will love the 
good, emulate their virtues, and follow their 
example.“ 


— N = 
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A tear dropped on the cheek of each Plum ; 


ing girl, as he ed "ep en 


them. 
c Miſs ens” bs added, ce Twill diſ- 


| charge ſome of my obligations to you to- 
morrow, by istraducing Rune to Mrs, 


E Walſingham.” 
After a forenoon paſſed in ths commence- 


ment of ſtudies, of which the Major was a 
delighted ſpectator, they walked acroſs 


ſome fine fields, to the glen that eG to the 

burn fide. 85 

Roſas heart a 34 faking like greet- 
ing a loved and native ſcene pervaded her 


gentle boſom, while the Major pointed to this 


riſe, that dell; thoſe old, or theſe young plan- 
rations, and carried imagination back to 
a circumſtance, in which his nephew, and 
her benefactor was a principal figure. 


« Juſt,” laid. he, „ like your's, bis face 


and form was lightneſs. and ſymmetry itſelf ; 
his hair not indeed ſo long, or in ſuch re- 


dundance, but exactly your colour; and juit 


there; I ſee him at this moment. 


— — x 7 3 * 
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Roſa ſtarted ; ſhe looked round; aninvo- . 
luntary tear ſtole down her cheek. 2 
de Yes, it was there, continued the Ma- 
jor, © I Jaſt——ſome time or other I will 
tell you his-ſtory,—'tis a diſmal one.“ 


There, paupau,”- cried Jeſſe, as turn- 


ing a ſhort angle of the narrow wind- 
ing path, they came to a precipice over- 
hanging a river, which in its gentle courſe 
moiſtened, and gave a beautiful verdure to 
the woods, that grew in profuſion, and hung, 
25 it were, from ſtupenduous rocks on each 
fide, “ there's the wee hooſe.“ 

Roſa, directed by the child's 5 
looked down the rock ; ſaw a cluſter of ſmall 
huts, which had nothing in them uncommon 
beſides the neatneſs of the thatch, and extra- 
ordinary ſituation, as they appeared to be 
built on ſhelves of the rock, and carried 
gradually down to the "_ of the y water on 
ſteps. 

But though the buildings were ſo cs 
ind unadorned, the ſcene that at once opened 
toview was enchanting beyond any thing Roſa 

vol. 11. . had 


I, 
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had ever Sw; ; walks were cut in all di. 


80 rections from the huts, both upward through 


the glen, and down to the edge of the burn; 
earth had been carried with great labour, and 
laid on the part of the rock neareſt the 
habitation, in order to bring fine flowers, 
oreen-houſe, plants, exotics, and een, 


quite round it. 
The ſombre ſilence which reigned un- 


broken by ought but the ſoft lavings of the 
lowly gliding ſtream, and the winged chori- 
ſters that might here be rather ſaid to chirp, 
then to ſing, as the thick foliage of the hang. - 

ing woods fecluded them from the ſun's 
chearing ray, and inſpired a kind of ſolemn 
reſpect for the inhabitants of a ſpot fo ſe- 
queſtered, ſo humble, and yet ſo taſtefully de- 
ſigned. 

| As they e We ſcbaded by W rather than a 
| Path, her eyes devoured freſh beauties; on 
the oppoſite ſide the river the hanging woods 

anſwered thoſe through which they were 
paſſing; here and there, a ſmall opening 


mad: FY cutting Ne the large trees ſome of 
4 their 


—— 
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their Juxuriant honours, let in a ſober light 
on the impending n 

The ſprings near the walks were carefully 
turned in wooden trunks, ſo as to fall from 
ſpout to ſpout without damping the gravel, 


pyet be eaſily turned, to nurture the plants and 


flowers; wild ſtrawberries fringed. the path, 
which terminated in a ſort of maze, before a 
white porch, containing the om”: vilible 


ae 135 


To the right, the view up the river was at a 
ſmall- diſtance bounded by a point of pro- 
jecting rock, on which ſtood the ruins of an 


ancient Caſtle, renowned for being once the 


aſylum of Wallace, the great Scotch hero; 
to the left, a quarter of a mile down the 
river, by the broken arch of an ancient 
bridge; but no trace of neighbourhood or 
ſociety, ſave thoſe which the curling ſmoke, 
aſcending from the low chimney, proved to 


dwell under the humble roof before them. 


BY. Surely,” ſaid. Roſa, © this is fairy. 
land; I expe&t to ſee ſomething more than 


mortal in the genius, of this enchanting 
place.“ 


— 


N 2 ce You 
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e You cannot raiſe your expectations too 
| high, 85 anſwered the Major; © the genius of 
Guy place i ig more than mortal. 
The plain brown door was opened by a 
rte red haired girl of eighteen, who 
had ſeen them approach through a ſmall 
window near the porch, and they entered a 
room, where an old woman fat ſpinning 


- every thing about her was clean, but very 


plain; and nothing in that apartment ſpoke 


85 reſidence of a divinity. 

The girl opened a ſmall folding door, and 
by deſcent of a few ſteps, conducted them to 
a a handſome matted paſſage, from whence a 
| ſmall gothic door opened into a ſquare- lobby, 
paved with white ſtone, from thence again, 
through a ſmall wicker, another flight of ſteps 
Jed to a gravel walk round a baſon of water 
the chryſtal reſidence of a number of gold 
and filver fiſh, o a ſecond gothic dcor, 
fancifully ornamented with ſhells, formed into 
wreaths of flowers, and intermixed with pieces 
of ſpar 3 this door, on being opened, led to 
a ſecond ſouare, and diſcovered the river al- 


N non under It, ſhaded 228 che branches of 


trees 
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trees from the oppoſite bank, reaching near- 
ly to the ſteps that led directly to the water; 
on the right and left of this lobby were cor- 
reſpondent gothic doors, one of which being 
opened, ſhewed the reſidence of the genius 
of the place, and ſtruck Roſa dumb with 


wonder and admiration. 
Three gothic caſement e which 


P opened to a ſmall border of flowerets, over- - 


hanging the water, were divided by ſattin 


wood ſtands, equally adopted to ornament 


and uſe; the upper parts were filled with 
books, the lower with implements for writ- 
ing, working, drawing, &c. and ſmall ap- 


pertures round the whole, for china Jars, 
which were filled with flowers. 


Eolian harps hung to each window; Aa 


ſmall forte piano, with an Engliſh and Spaniſh 


guittar, and ſhelves for mulic books filled a 


\ ſmall receſs on one fide. 


The chairs and correſpondent ſofas were 1 


plain but elegant; large china vaſes ſtood 


in different parts of the room filled with 
greens and flowers; the floor was covered 
with India n and the walls hung with 

3 Plain 


* 


o f 
— * a 
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low ſtools; ſome fine framed pictures hung 
round, the painting concealed by green cur- 
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plain India paper, ornamented with fine Pen- 


eil drawings; the curtains were green taffety, 
and the air of the whole, though ſimple, was 
grand, and even ſublime. At the further end of 


5 the apartment, oppoſite te the receſs, Were a 


pair of folding glaſs doors, which, as the weather 


Was very warm, on being thrown open, diſ- 
covered a ſmall room, with one gothic win- 
dow correſpondent to the others, before 
which was a large white marble table, and on 

that a ſquare ivory caſe, moſt curwully 
carved, with filver feet, hinges, and locks, on 


each ſide of which ſtood a ſilver to branched 
high candleſticx. The floor of this room 
was covered with a Perſia carpet, as was two 


tains, and, like the outer room, it was orna- 


mented with china vaſes, and bung with India 


paper; but extraordinary as it was to find 


ſuch elegancies, fo concealed, it was not at 
this moment that our heroine's particular at- 
tention could be given to inanimates. 


4 * 
A : 
a 
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A tall graceful woman aroſe from the ſofa 
at the upper end of the room, to "receive 
them, whoſe fine figure, majeſtic deport- 
ment, and commanding brow, muſt have 
repelled every approach to familiarity, had 
theſe not been ſoftened by a melancholy that 
could not be obſerved without ſympathy, a 
_ ſenſibility that invited confidence, and a ſooth- 
ing friendly open e bat was irre- 
ſiſtible. = 

Mrs. Walſingham was at this period in 
her forty-niath year; ſhe wore a plain grey 
ſarſenet robe, which rather flowed than 
hung, in graceful folds on her tall fine · formed 
perſon; her dark melting eyes, like thoſe -f 
our firſt Charles, had an unalterable expreſ-— 
ſion of grief in them; her face was rather 
intereſting than beautiful; © Mild, pale, pe- 


netrating, free from all common place ideas 


of fat ee ignorance looking down- 
wards upon the earth—it looked forwards ; 
but looked as if it looked at ſomething be- 
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The crows foot, ah my charming young, 
old mammas, aunts, and grandmammas ! 
whoſe variegated ribbands, fans, and feathers, 


_ — whole ringlets, rouge, and bare necks, defy 
the crow's foot, you are entreated to believe 


it; the thing is actually poſſible; poor Mrs, 


Walſiagham, though not quite in her half 


hundredth year, which many of you have 
long paſſed, had not only crows feet at the 


corner of her eyes, but her once dark treſſes 


were downright grey; a misfortune, as ſhe 
wore no powder, and as there were no heads 


of hair makers near the burn fide, it was im- 
poſſible entirely to hide ;—her complexion 
was ſtill delicately fair, her movements 

graceful, and her voice harmonious. She 


had read much, and ſuffered more; her heart 


was open to ſorrow, and her purſe to diſtreſs; 
mne knew the world well, and affected not to 


make a merit of leaving it; her retirement, 
ſhe confeſſed, was the conſequence of her 
errors; not the object of her choice. Such 


was the gude weef of the burnſeed; and both 


the apartment and their owner ſtill reminded 
Roſa of the my 0 tales. 


Mrs. 
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_ Mrs. Walſingham anſwered. the Mayor” 8 
enquiries after her health, and addreſſed Roſa 
in a manner ſo eaſy, yet ſo truly dignified, 
that the admiration excited by the firſt view 
of the elegant retreat, was wholly tranferred 
to its extraordinary tenant z ; the decorations 
and furniture of the apartments, inimitable as 
was the one, and taſty as appeared the other, 
was not even en ſuite with the poliſh of the 
owner's mind, and her heart inſtantly re- 
cogniſed another, and more noble Mrs. 
Harley, riſing from the very lap of oblivion, 
to conſole her for the dear abſent friends at 
Mount- Pleaſant. 5 

„hz pleaſure which ſhone i in her expenſe 
Eve eyes, as ſhe contraſted the manners of 
this lady with thoſe of her inhoſpitable 
 boſteſs, convinced the Major he was not de- 
ceived in his expectation; and the glances of 
approbation with which in return Mrs. 
Walſingham honoured our heroine, were 
obvious to his obſervation, and acceptable to 


his heart. 


a The 


* 
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The children, conſcious of their fault, 
whiſpered Roſa to aſk Mrs. Walfingham to 


forgive them; and it was a boon eaſily 
granted; tea and coffee was ſerved on plate, 


by the red haired damſel; no need of ſuch 
_ auxiliaries as cards, in Sides where the foul 
has ſo great a ſhare; the ladies were as well 
with each other as if their acquaintance had 
commenced with their exiſtence ;. and the 
delightful viſit did not terminate till the trees, 
the walks, and We.” water were no more 
—_ —_ 
The Major had Seen bis n heart 
do his friend and counſellor; he had repeated 
to her his recent converſation with his wife, 
and warmly expreſſed his an eee at * 
| reſolutions | in reſpe& to Roſa. 
B quick diſcernment Mrs. Walſingham 
added a thorough knowledge of Bumi na- 
ture. In Roſa's real fituation, what good 
purpoſe could it anſwer, ſhe aſked, to take 
her into company, where, if not properly in- 
troduced, and protected, ſne muſt be ſubject 
to a thouſand mortifications; ſhe had too 
TT: 2, . much 
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much delicacy to give her opinion of that 
littleneſs of mind in Mrs. Buhanun, which 
could not bear ſuperior attractioss, but ſpoke” 
with indulgence on a mother's anxious jea- 


| louſy for the advantage ot her child. 
e Rofa,” ſhe added, © is a flower that 


ſecluſion; and the time that mult elapſe be- 
fore you can have returns from India, will be 
a mine of treaſure to your daughters, without 


injury to her; and with reſpect to the viſitors 


at Caſtle Gowrand, if J have any ſkill in 
phyſiognomy, ſhe will have too much good 


ſenſe, not to comprehend why. ſhe is not in- 
troduced - to them, and too much, proper 


pride to reſent it. She will fill up her time 


at home moſt profitably to you, and moſt 


honourable to herſelf; ſhe will have the 
burn ſide to come to, and do very well.“ 
Mrs. Walſingham was perlectly right, the 


burn ſide became more than an equivalent to 
Roſa for all the laughing jolity that invaria- 


bly attended the parties at Caſt e Gowrand, 
| and the children, animated by her example, 
N 6 attached 


will not be- leſs admired for its temporary 
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attached themſelves with the greateſt avidityt to 


thoſe improving ſtudies, whieh were regularly 
- fucceeded by evenings paſſed in refined con ver- 
ſations, for which they ſoon had a reliſh, and 


elegant amuſements which. _ were ng 


_ mitted to ſhare... 


Leſſons of reading and ne n were 
taken at home; muſie and drawing at the 


durn fide, where the converſation, being 


wholly in French, a few months didwonders for 


the children, and filled the Major's heart with 


thankful gratitude to ene a to each of 


his fair aſſociates. 


Mrs. Buhanun's ſpirit would not- dead to 


Warm even her huſband's parental happi- 
neſs; ſhe either did not, or affected not to 


perceive the improvement of her children; 
her ungracious carriage to them, as well as 
Roſa, was uniform, and habit rendered it of 
leſs and leſs importance. The family all 
dined together when they were alone; but 


the arrival of company was the ſignal for 
- retirement to Raſa and her pupils. 


11 1 


Rola 


* 50 — 
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0 correſponded with Miſs _— 
and often heard through her, from the good 
governeſs. Her acquaintance with the 
Muſhroom l died with her patron, and 


Mrs. Feverſham was too buſy to enquire. 


of felicity, amuſement, and pleaſure, and 
every day was ſo delightfully employed, that 
though the Major had promiſed to tell Mrs. 


— 


after ſo inſignificant a being; ſo that except 
ing letters from the affectionate Elinor, Roſa 
had no ties in a world that now ſeemed re- 
ceding from her view; Caſtle Gowrand and 
the dear burn ſide contained ample” ſources. 


Walſingham and Roſa the ſtory of his ill 
fated- relation, and though Mrs. Walſing- 
ham had made the ſame promiſe in reſpect 
to her own, both which promiſes were to 
be performed the firſt leiſure day, near two 
years had paſſed, and ſtill the promiſe ſtood: 
for the firſt leiſure day. 

It muſt not be preſumed that Roſa was- 
indifferent to the hiſtory of thoſe ſo dear to 


her heart and recollection; but beſides that 
one charming evening vas ſucceeded by 


er more — the Promiſed ſtories 


were, 


Fl 
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were, as « both the Major and Mrs, Walfing- 
ham declared, diſmal ones ; that of Colonel 
Buhanun would pain the relator, that of the 
lady was never adverted to without affecting 
her even to agony z ſo that in the boſom of 
- Placid and refined friendſhip, in the calm de- 
lights of- elegant ſociety, and the ſerene en- 
joyment of unobtruſive happineſs, the ſacri- 
fie of curiofity to peace, had more in it to 
| commend, than to wonder at. F- 


l * 

- 
—— 
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CHAP. XV. 


The Storm. 


IVLAJOR BUHANUN, in the mean 
while; though his heart was eſtranged from 
the ſociety of his wife, had ceaſed. to reſent ; 
he now only regretted her follies, and la- 
mented that frivolity of taſte, that deprived 
her of the raptures which filled his own 
paternal heart, as he ſaw his girls growing in - 
to elegance; but it was with agony he reflect- 
ed on theipartthe was acting towards Kattie, 
whoſe improving beauty rendered her the 
idol of her mother, and deprived her of 
the important advantages her ſiſters were 
5 hour ee This was a ſubject on 
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5 CDP Mrs. Walſingham had nothing con- 
_ foling to ſay ; it was too obvious a misfor- 
tune to be reaſoned away; and the only re- 
medy, that of forcingher from her mother, too 
dlelicate and uncertain to be adopted; all the 


Major could do for his devoted beauty, was 


to take care of the future, in regard to her 
pecuniary eſtabliſhment, and ſubmit her to 
the diſpenſations of providence. 


. wo years had now elapſed ſince one of the 


; moſt perfect young women of the age had lived 
| ſecluded and unknown under the roof of one 


of the moſt gay and diſſipated women in 


Scotland; two years had Roſa, with improv- 


ing beauty, mental and external, felt all her 


deſires bounded, her wiſhes: gratified, and 


ber happineſs centered in the ſociety of a 
woman whom ſhe equally admired, loved, 
and reſpected, in the paternal regard of the 
Major, and in the improvement of his lovely 


daughters; ſhe rode the brown Highlands 


for exerciſe; nor had one wiſh: ever ariſen 


that the charms which filled the humble 


ſpoken. of among the more poliſhed viſitors. 
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at the Caſtle; content was the inmate of her 
boſon, health bloomed on her countenance, 


and virtue guided her actions. 


Mrs. Walſingham had one evening, TON 


h gravity, been marking the unchang- 


able courſe of paſling time; there was a pa- 
tient endurance of grief in the look of this 


lady, that mellowed the animated fire of her 


eyes, and took more ffom their brilliancy 
than time could do; all the amiable ſociabi- 


lity of her temper, her experience, her ſenti- 


them; and ne 


EY 


ments, her wiſdom, and attainments, were 


frankly ſhared with her friends ; it was her 


private ſorrows only from which ſheexcluded 
=till this moment had ſhe 
ſaddened one ſerene. interview at the burn 
ſide, by adverting to her own unhappineſs. : 
«& To-morrow,” ſaid Mrs. Walſingham, 
ce ] ſhall have numbered fifty FOO: 


of them—ah my God!“ 


ce To- morrow,“ ſaid the Major, eagerly, 


ee then to-morrow we will paſs with you 


yes, to-morrow-ſhall be the red letter day of 


_ . our.kalender—it ſhall be a holy day to the 
8 . a lng: to the poor,” T 


1 * 5 * 4. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Walſingham haſtily retired Into her 
] mall room, and excuſed herſelf from return- 
| ing that evening. 

The Major however was med to Sep 
bis word; Mrs. Buhanun happened to be 
gone to Inverrary, to celebrate the coming 
of age of a young heireſs, and the birth day 


i of his friend was ordered to be N 


with high feſtivity. * 

A meſſage from the ſaint of the day not a 
little damped his ſhare in the feſtival ; ſhe re- 
mindedhim of an excuſe ſhe had made thatday 
twelvemonth for not ſeeing them; the found 
of joy muſt never, ſne declared, reach her on 
the anniverſay of her miſerable exiſtence; 
ſhe would paſs it as it ought to be paſſed, 
and poſitively declined to fee the Major, or 

any of his party, till the morrow. 
The gloom this meſſage inſpired wore off; 

the jocund bagpipe, with an additional ac- 
companyment, ſounded from the hall; the 


humble neighbours and tenants were already 


aſſembled ; the reels began ; Roſa and her 
pupils joined them; and the Major, after 
4 —_ his friend for her obſtinate and po- 
| | litive 


4 
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fitive e do What he peeviſnly called 
whim, was at once the condeſcending maſter, 
and benevolent chearful friend. | 5 

„ To-morrow,“ ſaid he, © we will live 

this day over again with Mrs. Walſingham.““ 
And at an early hour the happy group haſten- 
ed to offer the congratulations of affectionate 
ſriendſhip at the burn fide. 

Evident traces of the profound ſorrow in 
which Mrs. Walſingham had paſſed the pre- 
ceding day, were yet viſible on her counte- 
nance; her manner was never more elegant- 
ly polite; her converſation never more 
ſweetly affecting; her attentions more un- 

remitted; nor her friendſhip more animated; 
but a ſort of reſtrained ſadneſs pervaded the 
whole, and could not eſcape the obſervation 
of ſo warm and zealous © a © RE: as "oe 
0 
75 What,” ſaid TE " my amiable friend; 
is the cauſe of this uncommon depreſſion? 
| true, you are never Bay but ous __ 
your pure heart has v9 


cc Ah ; 
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2 Ah Major,” cried the lady, her eyes 
fixed on the plain ring on the third finger of 
her left hand, you know not.” Lie 
e Nor do I wiſh; I will not know ought 
1 tor will damp the joy to which I have dedi- 
cated this day ; you would not permit me to 
- fee you yeſterday; Mrs. Walſingham would 
not permit her friend to ſhare her ſorrow; 
he deprived him of his deareſt right.” 
Mrs. Walſingham turned towards the 
gothic window, the Major followed. Y 
I made others glad yeſterday ; they 
| bleſſed the friend of my ſoul, and prayed far 
many returns of the day that gave birth to the 
beſt of women; but this is 29 feſtival more 
ſacred and more joyful; I feel ia your pre- 
ſence all the triumph of gratitude, and all the 


emanations of fincere friendſhip ;- this is to 


me your birth day; as ſuch 1 a e 
and enjoy it. 

4, & Bas Walſingham ſmiled, "hows it was a 
Aue of woe, and joined in es, | 
while her mind was och detached. | 
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As elegant a repaſt as the country could 
produce, and her ſmall number of domeſtics 
provide, was ſerved; but it wanted that zeſt 
which uſed to render their little feaſts en- 
chanting. 
Mrs. Wallingham, as the * ſaid, was 
never gay, but while it was evident ſhe © had 
that within her that paſſeth ſhow ;” ” innate. 
good humour, polite attention, and habitual - 
fine breeding, would have tranquillized her 
brow in their preſence, had not her heart 
been warmed towards them by the ſincereſt 
friendſhip and affection; but the internal 
ſtruggles to conceal and repreſs the anguiſh of 
her feelings, which during the whole day coſt 
her infinite pain, were too weak to be . 
ſucceſsful. | FE | 
Roſa ſaw her agitation, and the girls caught 
the ſadneſs of their friends; the Major pro- 
poſed ſending them home at an early hour, 
as he had ſometimes before done, and Mrs. 
Walſingham did not, as ſhe was in the habits 
of doing, oppoſe this arrangement. She 
8 chem to ber boſom, and ſuffered 
3 chem 
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riſing ſtorm, therefore, as che children muſt 
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them to depart. under the Protection of ber | 


faithful Donald. 
The Major, affected by the 1 of a 


woman to whom he certainly was more 


ſtrongly attached than a married man, in other 
circumſtances could or ſhould be, fixed his 


eyes on the woods on the oppoſite fide of the 
late ſmooth ſtream ; but the water, into whoſe 
clear boſom the unhappy Mrs. Walſingham 
had dropped many a ſorrowful tear, ſeemed as 
if preparing to partake of her troubles ; the 
wind rofe, the ſky darkened, and the river 
rather curled” than glided over the pebbly 
bottom. 

3 Mrs. Buhanun Ae, the df 
Fight of the carriage, the Major had, for the 
convenience of his family's intercourſe at the 
burn ſide,. built a fort of carriage, not unlike 
the Iriſh jaunting car, with a.cover at top, 


which i in damp weather carried them to the 


edge of. the craggy path, that led through the 
_ glen, on the borders of which he had erected 
a temporary covering for the carriage, „ horſe, 
and ſervant, who waited for their return ; the 


now 
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now be near home, ſerved only to encreaſe 
the penſoroſo call of his mind, without alarm- | 
ing him. 1 1 

The wind encreaſing, and the rain beating 
againſt the gothic windows, Mrs. Walſing- 
ham ordered candles, and directed the ſhurters | 
to be cloſed. | : 

Still her eyes were caſt down, Rill the 
riſing figh would burſt from her firuggling 
heart, till a flood of tears ſeemed a little to 
relieve her. ; 2 

« For God's ſake, Mrs. Wallingham,” 
faid the Major, © if you would not change a 
day I had devoted to joy, into one of an- 
guiſb, do not thus afflict yourſelf; you tear 
my very ſoul; has any new misfortune hap- 
pened to you? can my intereſt, my fortune, 
my life, reſtore you to peace?“ 

Roſa had no fortune, no intereſt, to offer 
the ſtill weeping Mrs. Walſingham; but ſuch 
was the affection and reſpect ſhe bore her, 
that to alleviate the ſufferings which ſeemed 
to rend her heart, ſhe felt at that RO 
that {He too could have given up exiſtence... 

| | Mrs. 
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Mrs. Walſingham aroſe ; ſhe ruſhed fom 
theminto herinterior apartment, from whence 
her ſighs were diſtinctly heard. 


_ Roſa involuntarily followed to the door; 5 
it was. cloſed; but the ſilk curtain before the of 


glaſs not being drawn cloſe, ſhe beheld her 
in an attitude that aſtoniſhed her. 
She had thrown back the ſmall doors of 


the ivgry caſe, which had often attracted 
Roſa by the peculiar beauty of its workman- 


ſhip, and was kneeling with folded hands and 


upcaſt eyes, before a ent crucifix, well 
i vorſley of ſuch a repoſitory. ; 


- Roſa had never ſeen any of the exerciſcs 
0 of the catholic religion; the Major and his 
family were all members of the church of 


Scotland, and ſhe profeſſed the eſtabliſhed 


religion of the country in which ſhe was bred; 


the object before her was therefore e 


new, and almoſt unintelligible. 
The Major, who had alſo inftivRively 


1 and followed his friend, retreated 
when he beheld her. He took Roſa's hand, 
. ent creature,” laid he, in 4 low 


; „ 
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voice; © Roſa, this woman is a catholic; a 
rigid one; the faith we profeſs is different, 
but we ſhall meet, I truſt, I know we ſhall 
meet where we ſhall have but one faith, in 
the preſence of one God.” 

The ſcene and the ſubject, nally IEG 
filled Roſa with a religious kind of awe; 


few minutes elapſed; the ſobbings ceaſed ; s 


and Mrs. Walfingham returned more com- 
poſed, but not free from agitation. 

She ſeated herſelf, and after ee in 
a hurrying way for leaving them, © I pro- 
miſed,” ſaid ſhe; in a faltering accent, * to 


give you the outlines of my wretched hf : 


my ſad—ſad ſtory.” 


Sad ſtory!” repeated the "gk eager- 
ly, c no, no, —we will have no ſad ſtories 
to-day; for God's ſake no ſorrowful recol- 


lection, no retroſpects, ſad ſtory ! what ſays 
my gentle Roſa? do you want a ſad ſtory?” 
c Ah no! if a ſad ſtory was at all deſirable, 
it would be that you-have ſo long promiſed.“ 
Name it not, anſwered the Major, 


with vivacity, „ tis a tale for other times; 


and ſo, my dear Mrs. Walſingham, muſt 
35 0 : yours 
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' yaur's be; for no fad tale will I hear this 
evening; fo order your coffee, and let me 
have ' ſome ne and water to raiſe h 


Pris.” 
Mrs. Walſingham forced a e « | 


have promiſed you both, and muſt perform,” 
. Kid the; © what it has colt me to call up 
fortitude ſor the taſk, you can only conceive 
from my eventful W Fam now calm 
and ready. | | 
Not to- night! not to-night inter- 
rupted the Major. T1 
C Tt muſt be to-night, Major, or never.” 
Never then! never!” the Major was 
alarmed to agitation, ** never do F wiſh to 
know what will give you pain to relate; ſpare 
me, madam,” and he drank off the glaſs of 
brandy and water, which had been brought in. 
The coffee was ſerved; © Sing me a ſong, 
Roſa, faid he, and he drank a ſecond: glaſs of 


95 brandy and water; Mrs. Walſingham was 


lent; and Roſa ſung ; the- Major, full of falſe 
ſpirits, would alſo ſing, and the: melancholy 
hoſteſs, alarmed at a third glaſs he wanted to 
drink, affected a chearfulneſs foreign to her 


11. The 
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The Major would have ſupper ;. he would 
have claret, and drink bumpers to many 
happy returns ,of that day; he was in- 
dulged. 5 

Mrs. Walſingham had always lied in 


the moſt elegant habits; her retreat was not 


only Nene but ſtored with the kind of 
delicacies. to which ſhe had been uſed, : 

Donald was filence perſonified; he 15 | 
the purveyor, under her directions, and his. 
cart conveyed from Dundee and Edinburgh 
ſuch purchaſes as by a common carrier muſt 
have excited curĩioſity. 

The weather, which 88 ſunſet bad 
menaced a ſtorm, now encreaſed to a tem- 
peſt ; the wind whiſtled round the wee hoofe ; 
the ſoft murmurs of the ſtream was changed 
to a ruſhing diſcoloured cataract; and as the 
hour of repoſe drew nigh, the hoſteſs preſſed 
her gueſts to take the ſhelter of her houſe for 
the night, which the Major poſitively de- 
clined, but warmly ſolicited her to accom- 
pany them to Caſtle Gowrand, which ſhe as 
F refuted; and thus, from the ſame 
O. 2 eie 


2 ruf nrocan' cin 


ſecret Abe of delicacy, two friends parted, 
who were beſt calculated to ſupport each 
other, not only in a ſtormy September night, 
but through all the Rorms of three {core 
years and ten. 


The Major, with Donald for their guide, 
ſupported the trembling ſteps of the af- 
frighted, Roſa, who ſcarce able to keep her 
feet at paſſing the craggy point that over- 
hung the burnſide, ſhuddered at the loud 
roaring of the ruſhing torrent, and ejaculated 
a prayer for the ſafety of the amiable woman 
ſhe had left, and for her own and her friend's 
ſafe arrival at the Caſtle. 7 

The car was in waiting; but the wind, | 
which now tore up the trees by their roots, 
and. had. already unroofed the temporary 
building, rendered it dangerous to attempt 
ridings. the Major therefore ſent back the | 
faithful Donald, and putting one arm of Roſa 
under his own, the other under his ſervant” N 
took the open path acroſs the fields, and with 


the e Mur and difficulty, after three | 
hours“ 


* 
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hours” buffering the ſtorm, which blew 
directly againſt | e reached Caſtle 
Gol. | 5 
The Major, with the wet ial 1 4 
citude, ordered the utmoſt care to be taken 
of Roſa, and before he would ſuffer his own 
dripping clothes to be changed, faw her in 
her chamber, and carried to her bedfide a ba- 
ſon of ſtrong, Whey, and after charging her 
not to riſe the next day before dinner, re- 
tired, | 
The horrors of the ſtorm,. which ſtill raged 
with dreadful fury; the torrents of rain, and 
what is by no means common in the north, 


- 


loud burſts of thunder, and vivid flaſhes of 
lightning. prevented Roſa's ſleeping; her 

thoughts reverted to the lonely dwelling on 

the burnſide; the horrible roar, and even 

ſprays of water that had reached her on the 

corner of the craggy clift ; the war of ele 
ments that had in her imagination defaced all 

the calm beauties of a terreſtrial paradiſe, and 
the a of the dear inhabitant of that 
3 were . of e 
| Co} 3 from 
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from which ſhe could not detach her ideas 
Hill day break; when the violence of the 
wind abated, and ſhe fell into a profound 
need, from N — did not awake till 


N 3 
e. XVI 
f 5 „ 5 
3 * : 5 | | 5 


. . * The Major proved mortal, his wife politic, and 


the Beggar in a new character, among new 
., arquaintences of different diſpeſtion. 


N TE art objea of Roſa's enquiry, after 


ſeeing the young ladies, was the Major, whom 
the ſervant ſaid was not yet viſible. She then 
with her young friends commenced the 
employments of the morning till the dinner 


warning bell rung; the Major was not 
5 vuiflble; 


5 * 
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vidble; his ſervant, who had beenat his cham- 
ber door ſeveral times in the courſe of the 
morning, now entered it, and undrawing the 
curtains, found his good maſter dreſſed, but 
in an apparent ſtate of inſenſibility; his face 


frightfully diſtorted, and his eyes cloſed. 
The ſorrow and diſtreſs ſuch an event could 


not fail to occaſion, in a family where the 
maſter was a common father, and where the 
diſtracted children had not -a mother pre- 


ſent to meliorate the violence of their feelings 


may be eaſily conceived. Roſa, though not 


leſs grieved than the poor girls who clung 


to her for ſupport arid comfort, was the only 
being whole preſence of mind was not loſt in 
this ſudden calamity ; the waters were every 


where out, but a faithful domeſtic undertook, 


at the-rifk of his life, to go by Kinhorne to 
Edinburgh, for medical aſſiſtance, the doctor 


who reſided in the achoining village, profeſing 
himſelf at a total loſs how to proceed. 


Another man alſo undertook to make the 
beſt of his way to Inverary, which was about 
the ſame diſtance from Caſtle Gowrand as 
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Edinburgh, exactly the contrary. way, and the 
road ſtill more expoſed to inundations. 
Duringtwenty- eight hours, that elapſed from 
the time theſe meſſengers were ſent off, to 
the return of the firſt from Edinburgh, with 
the beſt medical aſſiſtance, among whom one. 
Was the Major's moſt particular friend, Roſa 
ſat, her heart torn with grief and-affright, at 
the melancholy ſpectacle before her, by the 
Mayor's bedſide, and was carried from thence 
in a yoann; fit oon after i Doetor's 


* 


arrival. 
Norwithitunding: © ee 8 

in which the Major had lain fo; many hours, 
the faculty gave hope of a partial recovery; 
every effort was uſed, and after a conſulta- 
tion, to which the country practitioner was 
invited, the gentlemen, who were all of 
eminent and of extenſive practice, returned 
to Edinburgh, except the Major's particular 
friend, who, with Mr. Alexander Frazer, 


writer to the ſignet, another very particular 
friend, ſtayed to watch the turn of the diſ- 


TO _ we Mrs. Bubanun, e return 
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was retarded by the floods which bay where 
overflowed'the roads. | 
The third day, W ah Hank bet 
part of the way through the fields on horſe 
back, no carriage being able to paſs the road, 
ſhe arrived at Caſtle Gowrand,  _ - 
Mrs. Buhanun's was a vain, a thoughtleſs, 
an inconſiderate, and a ftubborn, but not a 
corrupt heart; it was impoſſible to live 
ſeventeen years with Major Buhanun, and 
not reſpe& the mild benevolence of his 
temper and diſpoſition; and all the latent 
affection which ſo good a man could not fail 
to inſpire, was rouſed into ſenſihle feeling, by 
the ſight which preſented to Mrs. Buhanun 
at her entrance into her huſband's chamber. 
There lay the father of her children, his 
features indeed returned to their uſual form, 
but his inanimate body and half hs eyes | 
| —_ immoveable. n 
Roſa, fitting on one fi de the bed; pale 
as marble; Doctor Cameron on the other; his. 
eyes red and ſwollen ;. Emma and Jeſſy on 
their knees, with each a cheek reſting on the | 


| ap of their young inſtructreſs, and ua ſilence 


O _ - ß ga. 


— 


reigned ſo uniform and unbroken, except by 
the hard breathing of the apparently dying 
Major, that it right be n 0 the 
chamber of death. | 
Mrs. Buhanun ed and Wang into 
| * threw berſelf beſide her huſband; the 
_ bathed his paſſive hand with tears, lamented 
her eſtrangement from his affection, implored 
his forgiveneßs of her faults, and gave full 
way io thoſe exceſſes which are ſure to agitate 
weak minds at any ſudden'calamity. 
+» Whether the nature of the diſeaſe was to 
undergo a ſudden change, or whether the 


_ _ © medicines with which he was ſupplied, by 


advice ot the faculty, happened to operate at 
that inſtant, thoſe better verſed in the natural 
-cauſes and effect than the author, will deter- 
mine. At the moment when Mrs. Buhanun, 
0 loud and diſtracted tones, lamented the 
total loſs of her huſband's faculties, his fixed 
FS rolled in their orbirs, he moved his hand, 

und made a faint attempt to turn his head. 
Do ſtor Cameron, his attentive and . 
ful friend, not more ſurpriſed than rejoiced at 
1 avourable a 3 directly ordered 
1 dy - 
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the room to be cleared; and'the lady, whoſe 


aſtoniſhment at leaſt equalled her grief, ſuf- 


ſered herſelf to be led by Mr. Frazer to the 


door of her own chamber. 

From this moment Doctor Cameron gave 
ſome hope of the Major's recovery of his 
mental faculties, and continued himſelf the 


unremitting wateh of every breath his pa- 5 0 
tient drew; in this humane avocation he 


was perhaps not a little gratified by the 


cConſtant viſitation and joint attention of one 


of the moſt beautiful females he had ever be- 


a 


held; no hour paſſed without Roſa's atten- 


dance at the bedſide of the Major, and the 


poor Doctor, while he ſaw with approbation 
and delight, the anxious ſolicitude of fond 
and grateful friendſhip, . ſwallowed large 
draughts of that paſſion which is faid to 
be the bane or blefling of its victims. | 
Mrs. Buhanun, in all caſes of emergency, 


was the moſt helpleſs of human beings; after 


the firſt emotions, which the fight of her 


\ buſband in ſuch a dreadful ſtate naturally 
_ raifed, and in which perhaps conſcience 


had ſome ſhare, ſhe conſidered Roſa as a 
06 being 


390 THE- ron GIRL. 


being who had not only power, but inclina- 
tion to ſave her much terror as well as 
trouble; the Gght of the Major. terrified her, 
and ſhe could not conſign the care of him to 
common ſervants; but Miſs Roſa, ah her 
dear Major 1 loved no body ſo well, and 
2 who: therefore ſo proper to become ſtationary 
in his room, when ſhe herſelf thought it but 
decent to take to her own, where indeed a 
thouſand eee wealleRiogs aſſailed. 
her. . | 02 
MME. Bubanun- 8 Feen not 1 her 
to a jointure, none had been aſked by ber 
provident papa, nor any offered by the 
Major; ſo that her beauty and accompliſn- 
ments were wholly at his mercy ; and though 
ignorant in moſt reſpects of the uſage 
of the world, ſhe knew it would be of more 
advantage to her if her huſband died without 
a will, than if he made one, ene 
profions rankling-on his mind. 
But Mr. Frazer, who was — 3 polits 
36d gallant of men, had. a few things to whiſy 
per in her ear, that raiſed ſome diſagreeable 


viſions, and left her no leſs anxious about her 
| | | On 
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_ own future, than her. huſband's preſent” fate; 
both Mr. Frazer and Doctor Cameron were 
truſts to a will made a e years back * 
Major Buhanuͥnn. 

« A will!“ e the afflicted lady, 
« js it poſſible ? can he then have acted with 
eh | 

Mir. Frazer was one of choſe 8 men, 
wha could talk with a prodigious portion of 
ſmooth eloquence. on friendſhip, tender paſ- 
ſion, and ſenſibility, while his heart was total- 

ly inacceſſible! to the ſenſations as reſult 

from either. 


Doctor Commit on * contrary; pole 


ſed a heart tenderly alive to every ſentiment 
of generous, and diſintereſted attachment; to 
all the fine ligaments that bind the ſoul of 

man to man; to the ſofteſt humanity, and to 
the moſt ſteady. friendſhip; without power to 


give any of the feelings that agitated. his own _ 


benevolent. ſoul a language others might un- 
derſtand, except indeed the language of noble 


and diſintereſted actions, in which no man. 
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5 5 on terms of confidential friendſhip with 


+ 0 rar arc in. | 
That two bed ſo very unlike, ſhould 


each other, and the choſen friends of a man 
ſo different from both, is one of the enigmas 
of human events, which every day puzzles, 
without making us wiſer or better. 
Mrs. Buhanun having underſtood from 
certain hints and inuendos, how much ſhe 
might in time to come be . to the 
good offices of Mr. Frazer, paid him the 
moſt marked attention, while the modeſt 
Doctor Cameron, with at leaſt equal power, 
was left to the dangerous ſociety of a 


-  Jovely woman, to whoſe poliſhed manners and 


fine mind, were added every female grace that 
ſurpriſe, that pleaſe, that fatter, - chat _ 


and chat pain the mind of man. 


The Doctor's characteriſtic was extreme 
5 5 while a numerous liſt of moſt 


rreſpedtable friends and patients relied impli- 


_citly on his ſkill, was ſo predominate in his 
nature, that diffident of himſelf in every other 
inſtance, he ſometimes even doubted his own 
C Judt 2 5 a medical man. . 
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It Was very injurious to his intereſt; and 


inconvenient in every ſenſe to him, to remain 


longer at Caſtle Gowrand; he would never- 


theleks have cominued win his friend, un.. 


out dropping a ſyllable reſpe&ing his own 
affairs, had it not occurred to him, That 
in the muliplicity of counſellors there is 
wiſdom,” and that with an opportunity to 
conſult his brethren of the faculty on every 
change in the patient's ſtate they would poi- 
ſibly ſuggeſt ſome remedy that might eſcape 
Bim. IE Ve St who 
Mr. Pan had no . be 

a very great prefs of buſineſs, but he choſe 
to affect both; and being a man much better 
qualified to look into a lady's eye than any 
Uncle Toby in Chriſtendom, was not afraid 
of taking from thofe of Mrs. Buhanun, a cue, 
by which to frame his anſwer ; and in conſe- 
quence was for following Doctor r 
advice immediately. 

To confeſs the truth, had the hah W 
* phyſicians laid their beads together, for a 
are to * Mrs. Buhanun, they 
5 could 
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could not have! Riteceded” fo well, for ſhe 

kad many a tedious year ſighed for what 
was now-to happen ; ſhe longed much to ſee 
Edinburgh, and longed more that —— | 
ſhould eben 
Lord Karon Horlemagog, a nobleman 

40 the beſt blood and the worſt man- 
ners in all Scotland, was of the party at 
Inverary, where Kattie ſtill remained; he 
had danced with Mrs. Buhanun, and paid 
her ſome very extravagant compliments on 
the charms both of herſelf and daughter, and 
he now ſent his groom twenty miles every 
morning, to enquire after the Major's health ; 


_ . this nobleman: had apartments at Holy-rood- 


| houſe, which, though he never occupied, 
the fick man was to be removed, and conſo- 
quently accompanied by his charming family, 
be very graciouſly made them an offer of his 
apartments, which were as nn One x 
by the diſtreſſed wifſe. 
2 A litter was therefore nne . 
owed hand a „ within a ſew 1g | 
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whoſe lady, in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption, 


having perſuaded herſelf ſhe ſhould recover 
at 2 | . . RP 2 bea ms from 

- Mrs; e s ; firſt 15 was to Autre e weh 
a number of ſervants with her as would be 
wanting to attend on her huſband, herfelf;, and' 


Katrie ; but by no means to be incumbered 


with the two younger girls, or their prim. 


companion; but after a hole night's. moſt 
Major's confinement might be long, and the 


event uncertain; that the Scotch are rigid: 


obſervers of propriety; that leaving ſo re- 
ſpectable a man; her huſband; the father of 


her children; to the care of ſervants, while 
her daughter and ſelf were engaged, paying 


and receiving viſits to and from a great 


number of dear friends, whoſe winters were 


paſſed in Edinburgh, would go a great way 


towards ultimately ſhutting the doors againſt 
her of thoſe very dear friends by whom 
ſne was moſt deſirous to be well received. 
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The principle of humanity, though it be 
often ſuffered to lie ſo dormant as to admit a 
doubt of its exiſtence, was, ſhe had feen in too 
many inſtances to doubt, a native trait of the 
country, ſure to be rouſed into action by 
ſiekneſs, diſtreſs, or death ; and though ſhe 
had dared ſo much at home, in her- own 
circle, when the Major was in health, yet in 
the eye of his friends, family, and connexions 
at Edinburgh, ſhe knew: to neglect him would 
be followed by a _— of her dearer elf; 
and the only expedient to ſave appearances 
and preſerve her been the neceſſity of con- 
fining herſelf to a ſick chamber, at length oc- 
curred in the attention and concern of Roſa. 
During two years that Roſa had reſided at 
Caſtle Gowrand, her name had not paſſed 
- Mrs, Buhanun's lips to any of her friends. 
She never went out but to the buroſide, and 
to ride over the almoſt barren and unculti- 
vated hills for exerciſe, nor ſaw a ſtranger at 
home but the miniſter, ho being conſider- 
ed by Mrs: Buhanun as no body, the ſome- 
times dined with. But on this occaſion the 
mw did Ny poſſible juſtice to the attach- 
| ment 
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ment and affection that ſubſiſted between her 
huſband and his young friend; the would 
take Roſa with her to Edinburgh; the Major, 
if he were reſtored to recollection, would not 
be ſo happy with any body; and, in ſhort, 
recollecting ſeveral inſtances of paralytic 
people living many years a burthen on their 
friends, ſhe reſolved Roſa ſhould bear that 
burthen in her family; and although carrying 
her from the retired apartments at Caſtle 
Gowrand, to where ſhe might poſlibly be 

ſeen, and certainly would be talked of, if it 
were only for her excellence as a nurſe, was 
a direct ſubverſion of all Mrs. Buhanun's 
Politics; yet as nothing could, in her opi- 
nion, be more irkſome than confinement, or 
more dreadful than the Major's bedſide, whoſe | 
continued diforder was a tax on her feelings, 
which ſhe already found inſupportable, ſhe 
at once got over all her prejudices, rather 
than take on herſelf an office, for which it 
muſt be _ no woman in Scotland was 


leſs n 


Two 
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T indiſpenſible appendages to this ar- 
rangement, were the tall over- grown girls 
her younger daughters; which was, in 
fact, to remove the whole family from the 
cheap and beautiful retreat of Caſtle Gow- 
rand, and coop them up in a feè large rooms 

in the boſom of a rock at Edinburgh. 


But Edinburgh! dear Edinburgh ! the 


gay London of the North, where ſhe. had 


for ſo many yrars longed to blaze, and 


where, while ſne had no doubt of ſtill at- 
*tracting admirers herſelf, ſhe alſo longed to 


ew her beautiful daughter, filled all her 


ideas: but it was politic if not neceſſary, to 
take the opinion of both the gentlemen, to 
whom in a ſhort time ſhe might be obliged 
for many indulgences, which ſhe had a pre- 
ſentiment the Major's will might happen to 
leave in their power; and thus was the queſ- 
tion ſtated, . She had always been in the 
habit of be her children under nah ou 


| %%. 
IM How able! 1 ſaid Mr. Fra razer. 


40 Humph, _ * Doctor Cameron. 
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ee Therefore ſhe could not think of leav- 
ing two ſuch tall girls, though indeed they 
were very young, all her children were 
amazing 25 of their age, without the care of 
a parent. 

« They were lovely creatures,” Mr. 
Frazer ſaid. | 
Doctor Cameron ſighed, the word * Major,” 
roſe in a flood of mental tenderneſs to his 
lips, but there it reſted. F 
That the expence in which the Major 8 
illneſs muſt neceſſarily involve her, would be 
doubled by keeping houſe at Caſtle Gow- 
rand, while ſhe was herſelf at Edinburgh at- 
tending her dear Major.” 

One of the Fas apt was ſo cliarntas 
} with Mrs. Buhanun's ceconomy, that he ap- 
proved that plan in toto, which the other: as 
totally diſapproved ; but as Mrs. Buhanun, 
when ſhe thought proper to pay them the 
compliment of aſking their advice, had 
finally made up her own mind, and as when 
that was done, it was, as the reader has ſeen, 
not eaſily changed, ſhe was grateful to Mr. 
Frazer, for adding the weight of his opinion 
15152 Vier: ; 21138 
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to el $, ſorry Doctor Cameron objected to 
her maternal arrangements, and very much 
afraid this was only a prelude to her ſuffer- 
. ings, from that art in the Major which had in- 
duced him to make a will without conſulting 
her, who was, and ought to be, ſo. materially 
Concerned in it. 
Mr. Frazer ſmiled 3 ; 
Doctor Cameron's. ſeat grew. uneaſy; he 
bee to a ſofa, then, again to. his chair; 
his colour roſe, his lips quivered, and Mrs. 
Buhauun, exulted in his viſible agitation, 
which ſhe attributed to confuſion at her ſupe- 
rior ſpirit, eloquence, and wit, 

The Doctor, after two or cher efforts to 
ſpeak, ſucceeded, __ 

« He thought Mrs. Buhanun leſs "WEE in 
the choice of her phraſes, than he hadever re- 
- _ membered her; and if eratas were allowed to 

. ſpeech, as well as writing, he ſhould take the 
libenty to. recommend a. reviſal of what ſhe 
had laſt ſpoken, in which, caſe her own heart 
would ſuggeſt the propriety of ſubſtituting 
| wiſdom . | 

Mrs. Buhagun e and ſcornfully 
left the room refolved to do as ſhe herſelf 

5 thought 
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thought rig ght; but the ſmiling bow of the 
' talkative man, and the ſevere reproof of the 

ſilent one, fixed her opinion of both; ſhe 
was in conſequence to one all ſmiles and 
complaiſance, to. the WO over aide ah and 
cold reſerve.” ks 36 7 | 
The hour was now Axed for weir de- 
parture; but ſhe had left Kattie at Inverary, 
and was embarraſſed how to get her e 
ly protected to Edinburgh. | 
Mr. Frazer was born for her ſervice; he 
had a prodigious penchant for ſuperior con- 
nexion ; Kattie was at the houſe of a noble- 
man, and if Mr. Frazer undertook to re- 
move Mrs. Bubanun's difficulties. on her ac- 
count, he muſt, at leaſt, for a few hours, be 
at the houſe of a nobleman too; ſo that affair 
was ſettled, and Mrs. Buhanun proteſting Mr. 
Frazer was the beſt creature breathing, ſer 
about packing, for Edinburgh ©  . 
Many of the tedious hours which, during 
this interval, our heroine paſſed by the bed- 
ſide of her dying friend, "were accompanied 
by the daughters of that worthy. man, WhO 
learned truly ro eſtimate ſo good a father, 
s 3 l and 
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and to weep his loſs of her from whoſe * 
leſſons they had benefited ſo mug. 
Doctor Cameron was alſo generally at his 
288 and while appearing to be ſilently watch - 
ing his friend, inhaled large portions of a 
diſeaſe often as incurable, if not as fatal, as 
that which had fo reduced the Major. 
Doctor Cameron was not fo young as to 
| miſtake a tranſient inclination; for a ſerious 
attachment, nor ſo old as to be incapable of 
* Geling paſſion in the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt ſenſe. 
Major Buhanun had known both the 
gentlemen from children, to whom he had 
confided ſo ſacred a truſt as the care of his own. 
Doctor Cameron was a gentleman of good 
| Kamily, liberal- education, great Profeſſional 
reputation, and ſtrict honor. The taciturnity 
olf his manner was the joint effect of 2 
ſive modeſty and extreme ſenſibility; 
man knew how to talk ſo well, no man exer- 
ciſed that knowledge ſo little. The Major's 
- acquaintance with his father had rendered 
him perfectly converſant with the virtues, the 
integrity, and eccentricity of the ſon, and as 
it was Js e old men ſhould fix on 
- r 
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younger ones for guardians, to hols family,! he 
preferred the Doctor to his ſeniors. © 

Mr. Alexander Frazer was indebted to the 
ingenuity and integrity of his father for the 
honour and advantage ofthe Major's friendſhip. 

Old Frazer was an exceeding good wright, 
the Scotch phraſe for *carpeater,” and as good 
a farmer; he had for many years before his 
death filled the office of looker, at Caſtle 
Gowrand,—a phraſe that implicates the com- 
bined duties of ſteward and bailiff, in the 
domeſtic arrangeinents of the ſecond claſs of 
ſuperior people in Scotland, and had, as moſt 
ſtewards do, realized a ſmall fortune, with E 
what is not always attached to the ſituation, a 
good character ; which fortune, with the more 
valuable acquiſition of Major Bubanun' $ 
friendſhip, deſcended to his ſon. 

Mr. Alexander Frazer's education being. 
more claſſical, more refined, and more inthe way 
of the world than his father could boaſt, and 
having moreover been brought up to the lau, 
his natural cunning was ſo much improved by 
his profeſſion, and his profeſſion ſo aided by 
_ cunning, that he entirely poſſeſſed the con- 
fidence of the Major, and aged many of 
vol. II. C his | 
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"ilk pecuniary, and all his law concerns. In- 


deed he derived advantages, from this coun- 
tenance and confidence of his patron, ſupe- 
rior to any -his father had even thought of, : 
and was now ſo high in eſteem, that we ſee 


him on the eve of entering on the moſt ſacred 
| of all truſts: 

Major Buhanun had ſo high de ot the 
ability and integrity ofthis his man of buſineſs, 


, another Scots pbraſe, that Doctor Cameron, | 
| 5 who had from infancy conſidered the Major 


as infallible, adopted his ſentiments and par- 


tiality with ſuch zeal, as greatly to forward 


the intereſt of the writer; who was on his part 


too wary to neglect any means which in- 


duſtry, application to buſineſs, and apparent 


1 far and open conduct could ſuggeſt, to cul- 
tivate the friendſhip of a man of whoſe power 


to ſerve him he was perfectly ſenſible. 
3 LT ſaid Doctor Cameron, < there be 


an honeſt writer in Edinburgh, Sandy Frazer 


is the man.” 5 
So ſaid the Dogo, and ſo he thought; a 
bur though his veracity was never queſtion- 


ed, his judgment, on this point, was certainly 
not a little doubted by a great number of 
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people, who ſaricied themſelves much better 
acquainted with the honeſty of Mr. "Der 
Frazer than himſelf, | 
During Mrs. Buhanun's <« 7 5 2. Ball 7 * 
conſultation on the arrangements for the 
Edinburgh journey, our heroine had not been 
once mentioned; but from the particular at- 
tention that lady invariably paid her, when ſhe. 
could ſo far get the better of her extreme de- 
ʒjection of ſpirits, as to bear to paſs a few 
minutes in her huſband” 8 chamber, where. 
Roſa's whole time and care was engaged, and 
where in general the young ladies were ber | 
companions, the Doctor could not doubt but ſhe 
too was to make a part of the numerous and ex- 
penſive ſuite intended to be carried to Edin- 
burgh, and which was indeed the only part of 
the plan in which his mind accordeg, as he 
could by no means adopt Mrs. Buhtnun's” 
opinion, in reſpect to the diſintereſted friend- _ 
ſhip of the nobleman, who had offered to 
accommodate her with his apartments, any 
more than he could accede to the Pee 
of her acceptance of it. | 


Lord Aron Horſemagos was s not; in point 5 


of age, too young a man to be IEA of 
|  defigns 
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deſigns on the handſome Mrs. Bulianup, nor 
Vas he, according to the taſte for which he 
was pretty notorious, too old to intend 
certaim arrangements with a very young Miſs 
to one of theſe motives. Dr. Cameron, on the 


authority of his lordſhip's eſtabliſhed character, 


attributed his extraordinary attention to the 
convenience of the Major's family; for never 
yet bad Lord Aron Horſemagog been ac- 
cuſed of one act. of difintereſted-generofity; 


nor out of thouſands, laviſhed on the minions 


of his vices, and the gratification of his paſ- 
ions, had one inſtance been recorded of his 
Parting g with a ſingle convenience, or a ſolitary 
es to alleviate ſorrow, or relieve diſtreſs. 

Under the impreſſion this nobleman's 
known diſpoſition left on his mind, not even 


the hope of the continued preſence of the 
object of his adoration, could diſpel the 
- Chagrin which clouded his brow, when he re- 


turned to the Major's chamber, and inform- 
ed Roſa of the arrangement Mrs. Buhanun 
had juſt made, in conſequence of which the 
Whole family would be on the road to Edin- 


beach in a ſew n A 


er 


END OF vor. II, 
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